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Journalist's Eye

6“5 by Shusuke Murai
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Japan’s self-professed “omotenashi” (spirit of selfless hospitality) is often
misinterpreted to force predetermined services on foreign visitors, says

one longtime observer.
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In Japanese culture, making an apology is considered a significant social
skill, but no matter how well-chosen the words are or how low the bow is,
it might not be enough to survive the tough world of business.
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Families, acquaintances
dismayed by latest video
of Japanese hostage

KAZUAKI NAGATA,
SATOKO KAWASAKI,
AND TOMOHIRO OSAKI
STAFF WRITERS

Shock and confusion Sunday over-
whelmed the families and acquaintanc-
es of the two Japanese men held captive
by the Islamic State group as a new video
showed a still image of hostage Kenji
Goto holding a picture of what appears
to the decapitated corpse of fellow cap-
tive Haruna Yukawa.

Yukawa'’s 74-year-old father, Shoichi,
told the media Sunday he was still hold-
ing out hope that his son is still alive and
that he will give him a hug if he ever sees
him again.

“My mind went totally blank,” he said
at his home in the city of Chiba. “I can-
not find any other words.”

He said he received a phone call from
the Foreign Ministry around midnight
Saturday telling him his son, a 42-year-old
private security contractor who has been
held since August, appeared to have been
killed, though it could not be confirmed.

“I hope it is not my son, but I just feel
awful,” he said, his voice trembling.

Meanwhile, Junko Ishido, 78, the
mother of Goto, a 47-year-old freelance
journalist who went missing in mid-Oc-
tober after entering Syria through Turkey,
told reporters at her home in Koganei,
western Tokyo, that her son “looks to be
under a lot of psychological pressure.”

“He looked like he had lost weight
(compared with the first video),” she
said. “I felt his expression has changed.
He looks tense, and I think he is under a
lot of psychological pressure.”

Ishido said she appreciates all of the
ongoing efforts to save her son, adding
that “all I can do at the moment is to
wait” for good news.

“Praying (for Goto’s safe return) is all
we can do, and I am praying with mem-
bers of the church,” said Hiroshi Tamu-
ra, pastor of the Chofu Church of the
United Church of Christ in Japan. Until
March 2013, Tamura had been pastor of
the Denenchofu Church of the United
Church of Christ, which Goto attended.

Naomi Toyoda, a photojournalist who
worked with Goto in Jordan in 1996, said
he also was pained by Goto’s exhausted
appearance.

“Counting from the time the first video
of him was released (Tuesday), around
100 hours have passed, but he looks as
though he has aged five years,” he said.
“I feel terrible, wondering what a sense
of terror he must be going through.”

Toyoda, a member of the Japan Visual
Journalist Association, said the group is
planning to release a statement calling
for a “nonviolent solution,” appealing
not only to the extremists but the gov-
ernment as well.

Toyoda said the extremists may have
read a statement the journalism group is-
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News in English

Shoichi Yukawa, the father of Haruna Yukawa, speaks to the media Sunday at his

home in the city of Chiba.

sued on its website in Japanese, Arabic
and English on Tuesday, the day the cri-
sis erupted. It emphasized its neutral
stance on covering wars, saying its mem-
bers “have been criticizing all forms of vi-
olence,” as well as “the Abe administra-
tion’s current policies that affirm war.”

The group also said Goto is “one of the
very few journalists who has reported on
TV and via the Internet on the suffering
of civilians in Iraq and Syria.”

In the new video, a man identified as
“Kenji Goto Jogo” could be heard saying
in English, “Please don’t let Abe do the
same (as what happened to Yukawa) for
my case. Don’t give up. You, along with
our family, friends and my colleagues in
the independent press must continue to
pressure our government.”

Toyoda said the phrase “independent
press” — which is the name of Goto’s
one-man office in Tokyo — may have re-
ferred to independent journalists in
Japan, or the JVJA, and that as long as
there is a chance the group’s message is
heard by the captors, it’'s worth trying to

KYODO

convince them not to harm their captive.

Meanwhile, Kosuke Tsuneoka, a con-
verted Muslim and freelance journalist
with links to the Islamic State group, said
Yukawa’s execution, if true, is “extremely
disappointing.”

Tsuneoka said an Islamic State com-
mander asked him to serve as a witness
to its “trial” of Yukawa under Islamic law
following his capture in August, as the
hostage couldn’t speak English or Arabic.

He said he went to the Mideast in Sep-
tember but failed to see Yukawa, and
was preparing to go again in October to
work for his release.

But Tsuneoka said his departure was
thwarted by Tokyo police, who accused
him of helping a student who wanted to
join the extremist group and confiscated
all of his contact information.

“His life could have been saved,” Tsu-
neoka said. “The tragedy that befell Yu-
kawa was predictable from the very start.
That’s why I was taking all these steps (to

(Jan. 25, 2015)
Information from Kyodo added

save him).”

Mystery deaths afflicting
tuna at Tokyo aquarium

SHUSUKE MURAI
STAFF WRITER

A Tokyo aquarium known for its tuna
breeding program is facing a crisis: the
unexplained deaths of its main exhibits.

Seven weeks ago, the Tokyo Sea Life
Park had 165 bluefin tuna, kawakawa
and striped bonito on display. On Mon-
dayithad just11.

Takashi Sugino, a manager with the
center’s breeding program, first realized
in early December that the fish in a 30-
meter doughnut-shaped tank were ailing.

The aquarium in Edogawa Ward has
been unable to determine the cause of
death, despite using computers to moni-
tor possible changes in the environment
where the fish died, Sugino said.

One third-party observer said such
rapid mortality in the entire population
was “unprecedented.” Keiichi Mushiake,
a director of the Research Center for

Tuna Aquaculture at the Seikai National
Fisheries Research Institute, said he had
never heard of similar cases elsewhere.
Although fish may die from disease or
human error, those causes are unlikely
at such a reputable aquarium.

The center is known for its breeding of
bluefin tuna, a species listed as being
under threat of extinction. In 1989, the
aquarium became the first in the world
to show bluefin tuna swimming in their
natural conditions.

Breeding tuna is difficult. Even the
slightest change of environment, such as
unusual light levels or a loud noise, can
prove fatal to the highly strung fish. Sugi-
no and his team have worked carefully
to re-create the natural habitat as much
as possible.

There was construction work in an-
other tank at the site in early December,
but Mushiake said this was unlikely to be

A man watches bluefin tuna in an aquarium at Tokyo Sea Life Park in Edogawa Ward
on Monday. There were just six tunas in the fish tank after five others were moved to

another tank earlier in the day.

the cause of death because fatalities con-
tinued even after construction finished.

In early November, the aquarium
added 31 kawakawa, a fish also known
as the mackerel tuna, in a routine re-
stocking procedure, one that has taken
place regularly over the past 25 years.
Nothing out of the ordinary was noticed
at that time, Sugino said.

YOSHIAKI MIURA

Meanwhile, total extinction is a possi-
bility. The 11 surviving fish are showing
signs of unusual behavior, such as ner-
vousness and lack of appetite.

Sugino added that he is sad to see visi-
tors disappointed, because the center’s
main attraction is supposed to be a tank
containing a large school of tuna.

(Jan. 19, 2015)
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TARD Part 1 Tld, REEPFER. 15 EHEOARBE WS
BT —RICDOWCERBEOBERICER FY, JOFEE
SELIRTITIE. BN TEEZEZ. EDVW oI &%HFET
MEKFREHTHEL LD,

FIZIE. EE) IEDOWTET EEZIBE. DL DX
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[ELTS 72 koY

by Robert Watson

EEDESBFRREESHZEESBOHTREET, 0&Dflz
ZEFEL &S,

Sales Assistant, location — Tokyo, shift system
— 3 patterns, work 35 hours per week, from
2012.

(E—IWR-ZYRE VN BRR V7 M3
R B 35 [FfESE. 2012 £ 5)

Positive: Colleagues pleasant, quite easy to
do, no stress or pressure, like work in Tokyo.
(FIR:BRODOVWWREME, EIcTES. AMLAY
TLy v —hau HRTEONFE)

Negative: Salary— poor, promotion chances
and opportunities to use English limited.
(REREDNMEWN, BEOF v Y APREZES
BN BR5nTWNDS)

Future: UK — study English — work in English
in Fashion.

(TR A FUVRTHRBZER. 77y yavER
THREZ[E> TEC)

Describe a beautiful place to visit in your
country.

(BBIDET, FN2DICVWWELWEFZHEEL
BEL)

You should say:

ewhere itis (Zhid&Th)

e how to get there (ED&KSICIT<HY)

® what there is to do when you are there
(T2 %ET 2hY)

® and explain why you recommend this place.
(B DBFAZET T HZH AT B)

Okinawa (#8)
plane (FRITHE)

diving (world renowned), swimming,
sunbathing (lazing on the beach), eating —
specialities, sightseeing — aquarium
(FAEVT <HRNICEL >, Kk BXEA<E—
FTOAVD >, BRY) &Y. B KIKEE)

relaxation, climate, — In Japan — language,
currency, but feels like overseas

N.b typhoon season — avoid.
(UZvorxTEs. [E BAR. SE. B4,
BADLSTHH B,
FERCBRY—XVIETB)

b
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© EWEHERT D (WERBIOSETELMEZ2)
Do you mean ...7

(Fhud - EWSERTIN?)

So you are asking ...?

(e EBRTVNEOTIN?)

® FEZER<

Let me see ...

(F>TdHa)

That’s a good question.

(FhidWWERTd 1)

| have never really thought about that before but ...

(FNETENICOWTER T ENBDERBATUDS )
i BIZIEUTOLSICES ZEMNTEET,

Examiner: Why do you think people like to
travel to different places in their free time?
Candidate: Do you mean why do people want
to travel during their vacations?

Examiner: Yes, that’s right.

Candidate: That's a good question, well | think
that people like to travel to different places
to broaden their experience, so they can see
different culture and lifestyles.

(BAER)

HERE BT ALBERGEEND D & NHICHKRITS
B EEFODIEERBVWEIN?

ZERE  AERBRICKRTUEAZDHNEVWS L
TIM?
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ZERE . FTNEFEVWWERTI R FAlL. AIFEFE
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