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Passengers changing flights at Tokyo’s Haneda airport will get a new op-
tion for layovers when their body clock demands nothing but a place to
crash. A new hotel will offer transit travelers a room and a shower with-

out having to clear passport control.
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Women in Shimane Prefecture have the most beautiful facial skin among
the nation’s 47 prefectures, while those in Gunma Prefecture are the least
blessed in terms of skin condition, according to a major cosmetics manu-

facturer.
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Actor Ken Takakura, who
defined image of yakuza
anti-heroes, dies at age 83

MARK SCHILLING
SPECIAL TO THE JAPAN TIMES

I've long felt that the world outside
Japan, with exceptions, didn’t fully un-
derstand the greatness of Ken Takakura,

who died on Nov. 10 at age 83 from ma-
lignant lymphoma. Unlike Toshiro Mifu-
ne, who made the leap to global stardom
on the strength of his appearances in a
handful of Akira Kurosawa classics,
Takakura remained largely a domestic
phenomenon, despite starring in dozens
of hugely popular yakuza action films for
Toei and appearing in the occasional
Hollywood film.

American scriptwriter Leonard
Schrader tried to raise Takakura’s inter-
national profile with his script for “The
Yakuza” (1974). Directed by Sydney Pol-
lack and co-starring Takakura and Rob-
ert Mitchum, this genre homage unfor-
tunately arrived when yakuza films were
past their peak and Takakura had tired
of playing stoic gangsters who embodied
traditional (if mostly fictional) yakuza
virtues, while wielding a deadly swift
sword.

No wonder, since he had soldiered
through essentially the same role in film

after film, series after series — the
straight-arrow outlaw or wanderer,
staunchly loyal to those he feels obligat-
ed to. Though seemingly naive com-
pared with the conniving and sneering
types around him, this character be-
comes a coolly efficient fighter and killer.
The Takakura hero was a man among
strong, silent Japanese men, as well as
an outsider who took on corrupt gang-
land powers with a blithe fearlessness
that inspired 1960s Japanese students in
their own battles with authority. At the
same time, he exuded an unforced sin-
cerity and shy charm, which could in-
spire friendship and love, though, by the
last reel he had usually left his woman of
the moment — a stoic to the end.

It's easy to believe that Takakura was
born into this sort of role; he embodies it
so effortlessly in the films from his 1960s
and 1970s heyday, such as the “Showa
Zankyo-den” (“Remnants of Chivalry”)
series he made from 1965 to 1972. But to
watch him in his earlier films, including
the comic salaryman types he played
after entering Toei in 1955, is to see him
evolve and develop as an actor. In his
first films with Teruo Ishii, who made
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News in English

Actor Ken Takakura (left) appears in 1977 film “Shiawase no Kiiroi Hankachi” (“The
Yellow Handkerchief”), along with Kaori Momoi (center) and Tetsuya Takeda.

Takakura died of malignant lymphoma in Tokyo on Nov. 10.

Takakura a star with his 1965 smash
“Abashiri Bangaichi” (“Abashiri Pris-
on”), his gangsters are simple-souled
types who are easy to underestimate,
until they prove themselves in a pinch.
By the time the second film in the se-
ries was released, he displayed a new
kind of cool as an ex-con who returns
home and becomes involved in a turf
war between rival gangs. When a scary-
eyed enforcer for the other side ap-
proaches Takakura on the docks and
calls him a gangster, he denies it with a
smile. “If you're not a gangster, what is
that?” the enforcer asks, pointing to a
tattoo on Takakura’s arm. Flicking a

KYODO

lighter, Takakura proceeds to burn it off
while whistling a tune, until the enforcer
blanches and retreats. And a legend is
born.

By the time of his death, Takakura,
with 205 films to his credit, had become
an industry elder whose later roles in-
volved no action whatsoever — from the
elderly wanderer in Zhang Yimou's 2005
“Riding Along For Thousands of Miles”
to the retired prison counselor in his last
film, Yasuo Furuhata’s “Anata e” (“Dear-
est”), in 2012. But inevitably he was still
Takakura, one of Japan’s last true movie
stars, of a type that has all but vanished.

(Nov. 19, 2014)

NHK drama’s foreign star says
Japan has strengthened her

SHUSUKE MURAI
STAFF WRITER

Charlotte Kate Fox, lead actress in the
NHK morning drama “Massan,” said
Wednesday that like the character she
plays, she has grown stronger since
coming to Japan.

Becoming the first foreign actress to
hold a starring role in one of Japan’s
most popular TV series was a daunting
challenge, she said during a news con-
ference at the Foreign Correspondents’
Club of Japan in Tokyo, accompanied
by senior “Massan” producer Ken Saku-
rai.

“I sort of thought it was a joke,” Fox
said of when she was invited for a
screen test. “I flew to Japan for the first
time in my life, and I was terrified.”

Fox plays the role of Ellie, the Scottish
wife of Masaharu Kameyama, who
starts Japan’s first whiskey distillery in
Osaka.

This was during the Meiji and Taisho
eras, a time when Japanese society was
especially closed and suspicious of for-

eigners, and the drama shows how they
helped each other overcome their vari-
ous challenges.

Like Ellie, Fox was overwhelmed at
first by the language barrier. As an ac-
tress, she also faced NHK’s tight shoot-
ing schedule.

“They set out before me all of the
scripts of 150 episodes (in Japanese) . . .
and I think it was to scare people. . . .
This whole process has been continu-
ously the hardest thing I've ever done in
my life.”

However, like Ellie, facing such chal-
lenges has borne fruit.

“Now I'm a much stronger woman,
I'm a much stronger actress,” Fox said.
“Japan has given me everything. . . .
Now, I'm just amazed at what I'm
doing. It’s really incredible they were
able to make this piece of art . . . in the
most unlikely and most impossible cir-
cumstances.”

Sakurai said through an interpreter:
“As this young actress works through
the series . . . we see her developed not

only as the heroine of the story, but also
as an actress. . . . That's part of the great
appeal of watching this morning pro-
gram.

“I believe that in Charlotte-san’s case,
the story becomes doubly appealing,
because we see Charlotte-san going
through the language of Japan, learning
the customs of Japan,” he said. “We see
her struggling with being apart from her
homeland, from her family.”

Sakurai said the series depicts the
hardship and adjustment of a foreigner
coming to Japan, just like Fox herself
has experienced.

“One of the things that we wanted to
emphasize in the show was that in spite
of things that (Ellie) perhaps found dis-
tasteful or unpleasant that she really
cannot accept, she still manages to find
good things about Japan,” he said.
“These are things we would refer to . . .
the wonderful, traditional, positive as-
pect of Japan.

“It’s an almost impossible, almost in-
sane undertaking. However, Charlotte-

Charlotte Kate Fox, who plays Ellie in
the NHK morning drama ‘Massan,’
holds a news conference Nov. 5 in
Tokyo at the Foreign Correspondents’
Club of Japan. SHUSUKE MURAI

san has risen to the challenge with great
courage. She has overcome all these
obstacles and hardship through breath-
taking effort,” Sakurai said. “I think
being able to encounter and come to-
gether with Charlotte-san is like win-
ning the jackpot in the takarakuji (lot-
tery).” (Nov. 6,2014)
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IELTS

And one easy way to test it.

Study in the USA:
takelELTS.org

IELTS is now accepted by more than 9,000 organisations

in 135 countries around the world — including over 3,000

institutions in the USA.
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IELTS is jointly owned by British Council, IDP: IELTS Australia and

Cambridge English Language Assessment
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H2@N - BVED (4~5%)

BYOBERIEWTUV, EEPfE, FATWDEZDHE
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HDET, BACE > TEERT—VYHOT, HBHERGED
THROIENTEDZTLL D,

Part 1 TS 5N 2 AEEENH D Z S RERICTDWTIE
HEDUHEZ ZHEHL THE. BAWGERESCRERELT
EZBENDLSICLTHENWTL S W EERIEAM EEI T,
VDEETIRATUES LS TIEWTF A, BREEZDHI%Z

[ELTS 7% koY

by Peter Brereton

1 DEFTCHET,

(BRICEREH)

Question : Do you like reading?

Answer : Err---not really to be honest! | guess
| used to read a lot when | was a kid; we had to
read novels at school and | had a subscription
to a manga magazine but to be honest what |
read most nowadays is e-mails from my boss!
| tend to read the newspaper at weekends if |
have time; | like being able to catch up on the
news from the week.

(BAFFER

B HEIIFETIN?

BR HD - EERETSD, HEDFETEHDE
BA! FEBDERBIKSAKZETRATHLERWN
FI. ERTIBRERZBINERST, vy
AT EREFHL TWE L, LAL, EBICE->
T, SR LLCHATVEDIE, LANSDA—
ILTY ! BE’BNIGEREHEZRALDLE
Yo TOBDZ1—RZIBELTEE WS TT,

ZAE—F (3~4%)

HEENS. TROKLSBRENEMIRZESNE T,
(FETIFZSD

BADET. AXHFHBL THIEWERBSBEAICDN
THBELRZREW, UTDLSBRIEEEDHBIE

® ZDIFFIME ZIcH B H

OFEE., EDLSICLTEZETITLD

® T TRIMTE BN

WEESnc& 1 . ATZMOBLS, FEFEINER
ZREDBRENG D LT, CDEEIT, FIXEZLTES
HZ5ETBDTRIRL, REDEFNERDTHEXL &5,

BAELTE PIZIEUTOL 376 DHHMRIITY o

(BEEH)

“Well, Japan is famous for its many beautiful
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SN AE—F 2T T A FORRITOW TR T 5.
3DDN— T LIZMDNBENAEZHD .,
AaA7 T T ERLZ1-HDMEDIVERZ XS,

places that attract visitors. There is something
to suit everyone, from Hokkaido in the north,
which is stunning, although a little chilly in win-
ter, to the tropical islands of Okinawa in the
south with its gorgeous sandy beaches. How-
ever, one place that | think visitors particularly
like is Kyoto.”

(BFFER
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WOE—FOHBHDHET, LML, INdANEKICRIC
ABEELTRN I DEZSNZDIE, RETY,

ZOBE, B DREPEAEGE, EEXICEEN TR
BERZTMATENEVNE A, BEREEZHEZSIEERULD
D, W ED 20 KBEWIFEEDLSICLUTHREEL LD,

FEFEEIO7V—XEFEZ L)
F4RAYYaY (4~5%)

Part 2 [CRBEL /e T—VICDE, EEEET A AN vy 3
VETWET, BADI EZEBDDTIIERL . MRVEERIC
DWT, —ERE UTERE DL SICB>THRERL £ 5,
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ST TRERE) ORFEEERADLIICHB>THREEL LD,

I've never really thought about that before.
INFETEZENUDWTER I ENHD FEATUT
That'’s a really interesting question.
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I: Grammar in Use :I
SHEICEADNES

I[ELTS (CI33EICHEELAZE D 2 —Ivid
HONERAD, NEEELCEREL, B
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Essential Grammar in Use 7Z<{#{fi#& 3,800 M
Grammar in Use Intermediate A4 {fi#& 3,800 M
Advanced Grammar in Use 7 &(fit% 3,750 M
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