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From free Wi-Fi to prayer rooms, Japan’s retailers are devising creative
ways to encourage foreign tourists to spend. The government significant-
ly expanded the range of goods that stores can sell to visitors duty-free.
But some retailers are going it alone in pursuit of the tourist dollar.
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Titled Japan Halal Expo 2014, the two-day event in the Makuhari Messe
convention center in the city of Chiba, will essentially seek to boost pub-
lic awareness of halal fare, enlighten visitors on the latest market trends
surrounding Muslim tourists and allow Japan-based Muslims to give
feedback on whether this is a Muslim-friendly nation..
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Japan Robot Week
offers new approaches
to nursing care

KAZUAKI NAGATA
STAFF WRITER

Japan Robot Week kicked off Wednes-
day with a major Tokyo exhibition show-
casing new technologies for everything
from communications and remote video
monitoring to disaster response.

Nursing is a prominent theme, with a
special display area for products de-
signed to facilitate care for the elderly
or infirm.

The nursing space was arranged by
the Ministry of Economy, Trade and In-
dustry to give manufacturers a boost as
Japan grapples with the aging popula-
tion.

“The aging society is a big issue for
this country,” said Takahisa Mano, dep-
uty director of technical research at the
Manufacturing Science and Technology
Center, the organization overseeing the
special exhibition space. Mano said in
the future there may be too few facilities
and staff to care for those who need it.

A typical exhibitor is Cyberdyne Inc.,
of Tsukuba, Ibaraki Prefecture. The firm
is displaying its Hybrid Assistive Limb

— known as HAL — which helps people
with severely limited leg mobility to
walk.

This month, the firm announced the
release of a new HAL model designed
for healthy people. Worn on the waist, it
gives the user extra lifting power when
picking up heavy objects.

Akira Hosokawa, a Cyberdyne busi-
ness planner, said the new unit mainly
targets people working at nursing care
facilities.

“Employee turnover is a serious prob-
lem for the nursing care industry,” said
Hosokawa. He said many workers suffer
back problems from carrying patients, a
reason often cited for leaving the job.

Tokyo University of Science and
Hosei University are also displaying
wearable robot suits that assist people
in performing nursing care work.

Other nursing care-related exhibits
are not conventional robots but sys-
tems, such as those that use cameras
and computers to monitor elderly peo-
ple living alone or those with dementia.

Meanwhile, Mitsubishi Electric Tokki

I — -
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Tomy Co.’s humanoid robot prototype Robi jr. is unveiled at Japan Robot Week 2014
in Tokyo on Wednesday. Robi jr.’s speech recognition system, with 1,000 Japanese
phrases, lets it respond to the human voice. Below: A Tokyo University of Science
team demonstrates a new nursing care robot during the event at Tokyo Big Sight.

Systems Corp. is showcasing a machine
designed to work at disaster sites.

Its Frigo-M weighs 23 kg and resem-
bles a small tank.

The robot can run up and down stairs
and has already proved its paces inside
the No. 1 reactor building at the Fuku-
shima No. 1 nuclear plant.

Robot toys that can verbally commu-
nicate with their users are on display as
well.

KAZUAKI NAGATA

Tomy Co., the major Tokyo-based toy
maker, unveiled a new communica-
tions robot called Robi jr. that can
speak about 1,000 phrases and sing
about 50 songs.

The 20-cm-tall humanoid robot that
will hit the market in January can move
its arms and legs, but can’t walk.

The biennial exhibition, featuring 144
firms, runs until Friday at Tokyo Big
Sight. (Oct. 15, 2014)

Hosei students prepare to publish
their own English-language

newspaper

MINORU MATSUTANI
STAFF WRITER

A joint project between The Japan
Times and Hosei University in Tokyo is
helping students learn reporting skills
for an English-language publication.

The newspaper’s working title is the
Hosei Herald. It aims to give under-
graduates practical experience in jour-
nalism and a chance to strengthen their
foreign-language skills.

The classes require students to dis-
cuss themes, develop story ideas and
write. One of their tutors is Mutsuko
Murakami, a lecturer in journalism at
International Christian University and a
former reporter for English-language
media, including Time Inc.’s Asiaweek
magazine.

The second tutor is Neil DeMaere of
English Language Education Council
Inc.

Several Japanese universities publish
newspapers in English, but mainly for
PR purposes. Students at some univer-
sities publish full English newspapers,
but only as club-style after-class activi-
ties.

In Hosei University’s case, the project
has a central educational purpose and
is unique in having a professional jour-
nalist teach it.

“We first thought about producing an
English newspaper for PR purposes. But
if we think about the students, this style
is better,” said Tetsuya Koshiishi, a pro-
fessor in the faculty of intercultural
communications at Hosei University in
Chiyoda Ward. “I think such a program
israre in Japanese universities.”

The course kicked off Oct. 13. The
schedule comprises 11 classes until
January.

For the inaugural class, 37 students
turned up. They were from a variety of
academic backgrounds and years.

The tutors will oversee discussion of
story ideas and will teach interviewing
and writing techniques. The Japan
Times will assist in editing and page
layout.

Koshiishi was pleasantly surprised
with the initial turnout, as it appeared
to reflect genuine interest in the subject
— the course does not earn the stu-
dents any official credits.

Journalist Mutsuko Murakami teaches students at Hosei University in Tokyo on Oct.
13 as they begin work on their own English-language newspaper. The joint project

with The Japan Times aims to teach a range of skills.

“Students tend to only think about
how to get credits. But taking a detour
may be very important. In a way, it is
good that the course is noncredit be-
cause students who came here today
came with their own interest,” he said.

Specializing not in journalism but in
English linguistics, Koshiishi fixed on
the idea of setting up an English-lan-
guage newspaper because “writing
takes a lot of thinking,” he said.

As class commenced, Koshiishi told
the students he expects them to over-
come three hurdles — making a story
interesting to readers, writing in English

HOSEI UNIVERSITY

and writing in a journalistic style.

The students offered various reasons
for taking part.

Yoshihiro Uonomi, a sophomore ma-
joring in international politics, said he
doesn’t necessarily want to become a
journalist.

“I want to understand the mindset of
people who write articles for newspa-
pers. I thought I can get the glimpse of it
by becoming a writer myself,” he said.

Sophomore Yuto Sugiki wants to be-
come a journalist. He sees the class as an
opportunity to learn from a lecturer with

first-hand experience. (Oct. 20, 2014)
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Modern airliners have greatly improved oppor-
tunities for the individual to visit distant places.
Yet passenger aircraft are also responsible for
seriously polluting the atmosphere. How can
we reduce the environmental impact of the
long-distance flights passengers make every
year?
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Passenger jets have indeed revolutionised our
lives and given us exciting new chances to
travel and meet new people all over the world.
However, this has resulted in major damage to
the environment. We therefore need to reduce
the number of international flights by raising
ticket prices, encouraging people to take more
domestic holidays, and by developing greener
aircraft.
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