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“In summer, | will go to Kyushu.”
“Oh, that’s nice!”

“Yes, yes! | will enjoy!”

“You go with your friends?”
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In my opinion...

Frankly/Honestly... speaking,
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What do you think of (my idea)?
As someone said before...
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| agree.
| see your point but...
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Can you explain...?
One reason is...
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One example is...

Can you give me an example?
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Genomics has been progressing at an impressive pace in recent years,
inspiring expectations that it will someday become an essential part of
medical care. Two Japanese Internet firms, DeNA Co. and Yahoo Japan
Corp., believe that future is just around the corner and are launching

DNA analysis services.
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Digital cameras and smartphones have become so pervasive that many
people think film cameras are now fit only for antique collectors. Fujifilm
Corp., however, is bucking the trend, successfully targeting young female
consumers with its instant camera series, better known as Cheki in Japan.
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Canceled Tottori mascot makes
controversial comeback in manga

MAGDALENA OSUMI
STAFF WRITER

A Tottori mascot that was ditched by
the city three days after its July debut
due to its depressing appearance has
made a surprising — if somewhat con-
troversial — comeback.

The city of Tottori unveiled a female
character called Katsue-san as a tool to
promote itself. The character appeared
on the city’s official website on July 7 but
was canceled by the board of education
on July 10 following a public outcry.

However, Katsue-san has been re-
vived in recent issues of “Big Comic,” the
semimonthly manga magazine pub-
lished by Shogakukan Inc.

The character — a teenage girl with a
pained look who is dressed in patched
clothes and holding a frog in one hand —
was inspired by a real-life tragedy that took
place at Tottori Castle in the 16th century.

“When the city of Tottori introduced
Katsue-san, I thought it was a good
chance for young people to learn more
about Tottori’s history,” said cartoonist
Hiroshi Kurogane, the author of two of
the serialized manga stories.

Installments that depict Katsue-san
ran in Aug. 25 and Sept. 10 issues. One is
accompanied by a note by Kurogane
that reads: “I give you my support.”

“As an artist I felt obliged to use such a
rare and interesting character to tell
what really happened (historically),” Ku-
rogane told The Japan Times.

“I just felt sorry for her, as it was prob-
ably the first such character with a pro-
found significance,” he said, underlining
the mascot’s historical link.

“Teaching history is the primary role
of a regional character,” he stressed,
adding that “amid the recent boom in
history learning among young Japanese,
many young locals may not even know
the history of their own region.”

Katsue-san was named after a histori-
cal event known as “katsue-goroshi”
(killing by starvation) in Tottori. Back in
the 16th century, many people died from
the starvation tactics used by warlord
Hashiba Hideyoshi, who later changed
his name to Toyotomi Hideyoshi.

The Katsue-san mascot is styled after
one of the peasants outside the castle
who was driven inside by Hideyoshi,
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who was sent by powerful warlord Oda
Nobunaga to take over Tottori Castle by
forcing his opponents to use up their
supplies more quickly.

But the plan to use the character to
teach regional history fizzled in July after
residents protested the character looks
too “bizarre” and makes the city look like
itis “making fun of hunger.”

The turn of events involving the char-
acter upset well-known cartoonist Kuro-
gane so much that he decided to include
Katsue-san in his comic strip “Akabee”
even though the Tottori Municipal Gov-
ernment explicitly banned secondary
use of the character.

The artist expressed disappointment
with cancelation of the character, saying
it could have become a star in a different
era, had it not been compared with the
modern fluffy “yuru-kyara” mascots pro-
moting cities and regions nationwide.

“I could have become like Funassyi,”
Katsue-san says in the strip, referring to
the pear-shaped unofficial mascot of
Funabashi, Chiba Prefecture. “But I'm
not as cheerful as Funassyi.”

In the magazine’s Sept. 10 issue, Kuro-
gane introduced a female character of
his own named “Hiiko-chan,” referring
to a similar starvation tactic employed
by Hideyoshi during the long siege of
Miki Castle in what is now the city of
Miki, Hyogo Prefecture.

Kurogane expressed skepticism to-
ward the nationwide craze with cuddly
mascots and said society is too preoccu-
pied with appearance and formalities.

Katsue-san, a character designed to
promote the city of Tottori, was withdrawn
three days after its July debut, in response
to negative public reaction. KYODO

Tottori municipal officials said they
have yet to decide whether to take any
on the apparent copyright infringement.

Shunsuke Morishita, manager at the
Tottori Municipal Government’s cultural
property division, said “We will think
about taking steps” if the publisher con-
tinues to run other stories.

Morishita hinted that Big Comic’s
move to revive the character could end
up boosting the city’s profile. But he also
expressed concern that using the char-
acter could hurt its image.

Kurogane said he does not plan to use
Katsue-san again, noting that the two
stories were published with the consent
of the mascot’s original author, who is
reportedly a 40-year-old Tottori resident.

“The character itself was ditched,” Ku-
rogane said. “So what is the point of talk-
ing about its copyright?”
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Defining “Leadership”

The Powers to Lead is, as the title suggests, a book on leader-
ship. But unlike most books on this subject, The Powers to Lead
is less of a how-to, and more of an attempt at explaining what
leadership is and how it takes on different forms in different situ-
ations. In fact, one of the main premises of the book is that there
is no exact definition of what leadership is. Rather, leadership is
like an art form that must be adapted using what Nye calls “smart
power”’—the ability to analyze a situation and fit one’s resources
of power to those circumstances. Those resources are, namely,
“hard” and “soft” power.

Leadership in Context

Although concepts of hard and soft power are already es-
tablished in the area of leadership study, Nye expands on these
ideas to show how different balances of these two types of

Book REVIEwW

power—coercion and co-opting—are required depending on the
situation. Nye says that a truly competent leader is able to read
the context of a situation and understand group needs in order
to understand what that balance should be. Nye calls this ability
“contextual intelligence,” and he provides examples from history
to show the past successes and failures of various leaders.

The Good and Bad

Nye addresses a multitude of points in explaining what “good”
leaders are made of. These include how leaders are made, how
they shape or are shaped by events, and how judging a leader as
“good” or “bad” depends on whether that judgment is based on
effectiveness or morality. The Powers to Lead is well suited to
anyone who is in charge of guiding a group of people to a com-
mon goal, and as the book shows, a good leader does not rely
on a set way of leading, but adjusts his or her leadership style to
each situation. (&g 70—V —E—FRITN—T TKRIT17)

'The Powers to Lead |

JOSEPH S. NYE
The Oxford University Press ./
$24.95, £16.99
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a building was constructed during the period
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expenditure on cars was almost double that on trains

(FFETH o)
expenditure on buses was by far the largest of the
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in addition (DFINZ%&). further more (25I0)
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B()Ok IELTS / BULATS IXEEZA

Six Practice Tests with Answers and Audio CDs (3)

I: IELTS TRAINER
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