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On May 23, Sony Computer Science Laboratories Inc. held an open house
event where researchers showed off their creativity and presented cutting-
edge technology, which might someday have commercial applications and
make it into the company’s product lineups.
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In the competitive Japanese “fast fashion” market, two new Asian brands
have recently come in to challenge domestic and Western rivals. South
Korea-based Mixxo and Singapore’s Charles & Keith have both launched

stores here in the last few months.
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This month’s selections from The Japan Times

Shinto’s kami and jinja
seeking world acceptance

Minoru Matsutani
STAFF WRITER

Ise Jingu (F#A4HE, Ise Jingu Shrine)
has recently published a sasshi (-,
booklet) in English, titled “Soul of Japan —
An Introduction to Shinto and Ise Jingu.”

The news was picked up by some Japa-
nese media because the shrine used, for
the first time, words such as kami (i, god
or deity), matsuri (530, festival) and jinja
(f#1#L, shrine), rendering them untranslat-
ed in romaji (@ — <, Roman letters),
instead of using their English equivalents.

Ise Jingu and Jinja Honcho (FLAS)T,
Association of Shinto Shrines) published
the booklet in April. Their aim is to make
Shinto-related words such as kami known
to the outside world, just as judo (Fi&)
and ninja (&) already are.

While it is doubtful that jinja will sud-
denly be erected in Europe or that anime
featuring kami and matsuri will be aired
on Saturday-morning cartoon programs,
Ise Jingu's tantosha (11243, person in
charge) thinks that ki wa jukushita (%%
L 7z, the time is ripe).

“(The word) Shinto has already become
known. It is time for us to sekkyokuteki ni (
TRV IZ, proactively) hasshin suru (F6f8
9" %, transmit) other words related to jinja
and Shinto so their honrai no (&K,
true) meaning can be widely understood,”
an Ise Jingu spokesman said.

The “Soul of Japan” says that a deity is a
god in a tashinronteki (% 5w, polythe-
istic) belief system, and thus deity is a
somewhat appropriate translation of kami.

However, Ise Jingu and Jinja Honcho want
to differentiate kami from the deities of
other religions.

“It's not wrong to say kami are Shinto
deities. But a deity is not a very common
word, and we thought using the word
kami was more appropriate. So we may as
well spread the word ‘kami,” and want
people in the world to know kami as
kami,” the spokesman said.

Moreover, in explaining to Japanese
people what a god or a deity is, we proba-
bly have to use the word kami because
there is no other better Japanese word. To
clarify the difference between God and a
deity in Japanese, you basically need to say
that God is isshinkyo no kami (—H# D
#1, monotheistic “God”) and that a deity is
tashinkyo no kami (% ## D #, a polythe-
istic deity).

After Ise Jingu and Jinja Honcho pub-
lished the booklet, all other jinja in Japan
will probably follow suit because the two
bodies are effectively the official organiza-
tions for Shinto shrines. The city of Ise in
Mie Prefecture changed its traffic signs in
line with the English of the booklet.

The booklet explains that Shinto teaches
that there are kami in the mountains, for-
ests and other things. There are yaoyorozu
no kami (J\E /1 D#f, 8 million kami), as
the saying goes. Mountains and forests are
the origin of jinja, the booklet explains.

Kami derived from nature, such as the
kami of rain, the kami of wind, the kami of
the mountains, the kami of the sea and the
kami of thunder have a deep relationship

Shinto terms kami, matsuri and jinja rather than their translations.

with our lives and profound influence over
our activities. Individuals who have made
a great contribution to the state or society
may also be enshrined and revered as
kami, according to the booklet.

Through text and illustrations, the book-
let also shows, how to perform the temizu
(F7K, purifying one’s hands and mouth
with a wooden dipper before approaching
the main sanctuary of a shrine, basically
the act of washing hands and gargling)
and the etiquette when praying to kami.
Shrines usually have stone water basins
for temizu.

On the J-Cast News website a gengogaku
senmon no daigakukyoju (557 H D
KF#H 2, professor specializing in lin-
guistics) said that words describing a Japa-
nese concept that does not exist outside
Japan are easily absorbed into English. For
example, the term emoji (2 3CF, a combi-
nation of letters that looks like a drawing)
is often used in English.

Interestingly, Toyota Motor Corp.’s kai-
zen (7%, improvement) concept is now
used in English, the website says. The
word kaizen drew attention when Japa-

FLICKR/AJARI

nese automakers outperformed global ri-
vals, such as General Motors, in the 2000s
and the global automobile industry were
trying to learn from Toyota’s business
methods.

Linguistic experts also say that such Jap-
anese English words tend to be adopted if
they are shikaku ni uttaeru mono (=1
#F 2 %5 B D, literally, something appealing
to the sight, but actually a tangible thing)
or jissai ni taikan dekiru mono (FEFZIT
J&T & % % D, something you can actually
experience).

For example, the words “anime” and
“manga” are now used worldwide because
people can watch and read them. And the
Japanese word “tsunami” became a uni-
versal word after the English term “tidal
wave” failed to correctly describe the hor-
rors people saw after the 2004 Indian
Ocean tsunami.

It is unknown if kami and jinja will reach
the same level of recognition as ninja and
judo. But those words will certainly spread
little by little if Shinto kankeisha (f{3ERIHR
#, people involved in the world of Shinto)
continue to spread their gospel.

Baggio impressed by Japan’s progress in soccer

Andrew McKirdy
STAFF WRITER

Italian soccer legend Roberto Baggio has
paid tribute to the strides Japan has made
under manager Alberto Zaccheroni.

Japan became the first team to qualify
for the 2014 World Cup in Brazil after
drawing 1-1 with Australia on June 4.

Former FIFA World Player of the Year
Baggio knows what it takes to compete at
the highest level, having played in three
World Cups — including the glorious fail-
ure of missing the decisive penalty in the
1994 final shootout against Brazil — but
the 46-year-old believes Japan can take
heart from the improvements it has made
since winning the Asian Cup just four
months after Zaccheroni took charge in
September 2010.

“They still have a lot of things they need
to work on,” Baggio said at the Foreign
Correspondents’ Club of Japan in Tokyo on
June 8. “They have improved a lot since
they won the Asian Cup, but they still have
a lot of room to grow ... but Japan are mov-

ing in the right direction.

“I think it's great that Japan have quali-
fied for the World Cup. I've been following
what Zaccheroni has been doing, and I've
been very impressed. But I'm supporting
the Japan team rather than just Zacchero-
ni, and I wish them all the best of luck.”

Baggio was in Japan to take part in an ex-
hibition match at National Stadium on
June 9 to celebrate the 20th anniversary of
the J.League, with former Italian greats
Franco Baresi, Christian Vieri and Salva-
tore Schillaci among those lining up
against Japanese counterparts including
Ruy Ramos, Tetsuji Hashiratani and Tsuy-
oshi Kitazawa.

Baggio has bittersweet memories of
Japan, having missed out on a place on Ita-
ly’s 2002 World Cup squad for what would
have been his fourth tournament appear-
ance, but the former Juventus, AC Milan
and Inter Milan forward revealed his asso-
ciation with the country could have taken a
markedly different path.

“In 2000, I had an offer to come to the J.

League,” he said. “At the time I decided
against it because my aim was to get into
the Italian national team to come to Japan
and South Korea and play in my fourth
World Cup. I wanted that to be the time
that I played in Japan, but looking back
now, maybe I should have taken the offer.”

For all his many successes on the pitch,
however, Baggio is perhaps just as well
known for his lifestyle off it. “The Divine
Ponytail,” as he was known throughout his
playing days, converted to Buddhism after
suffering a serious injury early in his career,
and his faith played a crucial role as he
fought back to fulfill his ambitions before
retiring in 2004 at the age of 37.

“I was told I would never play again,”
said Baggio, who scored 27 goals in 56 ap-
pearances for Italy. “I saw a lot of doctors,
and they all told me that I would never play
again. If I had listened to them and hadn’t
listened to how I felt inside, I wouldn’t be
here now. For this reason, I feel that Bud-
dhism has made me understand that I
have to believe what is inside me.

Back in the spotlight: Retired Italian
soccer star Roberto Baggio speaks at
the Foreign Correspondents’ Club of

Japan in Tokyo on June 8. KYODO

“I've been a Buddhist for 25 years, and
my life has changed completely. It has
been a very positive experience for me. Ev-
eryone should find their own philosophy
and do whatever makes them happy.”

Baggio is currently a free agent after
leaving his position as technical director of
the Italian federation in January, but the
U.N. goodwill ambassador and noted hu-
manitarian is keeping an open mind with
regards to his next move.

“At this moment in my life I have noth-
ing particular in mind,” he said. “It's not
something I've given any thought to.”
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TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this
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1. Endangered species are going to be discussed at the next global conference.

2. Large parts of the rain forest have been cut down to make way for farming.
3. The risk of extinction was only recognized at the end of the twentieth
century.

4. Many species have managed to thrive despite ecological pressures.

5. The World Wildlife conference was only a partial success.

6. The problems of many developing countries have not been discussed
because of political rivalries.
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