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According to government statistics, more than 75,000 foreign nationals
were living in officially designated disaster zones as of March 2011. For
some foreign communities, March 11 became a rare opportunity to unite.
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Loophole drugs are often marketed as legal herbs or incense but are
created with similar chemicals as banned narcotics. According to a survey
of more than 54,000 junior high school students, about 15 percent said

they have access to such drugs.
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Tokyo Disneyland, now 30,
still casts enchanting spell

Park keeps loyal fans, adds new
ones by keeping its magic fresh

Kazuaki Nagata
STAFF WRITER

Tokyo Disney Resort, comprising Tokyo
Disneyland and Tokyo DisneySea, cele-
brated its 30th anniversary April 15, with
no signs that its magic spell has worn off,
as figures show the wildly popular venue
lured a record 27.5 million visitors in fiscal
2012, which ended March 31.

While some theme parks built over the
past 30 years, including Universal Studios
Japan in Osaka and Huis Ten Bosch in Na-
gasaki Prefecture, have struggled to make
a profit, Tokyo Disney Resort operator Ori-
ental Land Co. has dominated the industry
and aims to attract even more visitors this
year.

Industry observers attribute the Disney
success to instilling in visitors a sense that
they are in dreamland — a place they will
seek to return to again and again.

“Oriental Land has everything required
to allow the company to successfully run a
theme park,” said Mia Nagasaka, an ana-
lyst at Morgan Stanley MUFG Securities.

The necessary factors, according to Na-
gasaka, are theme and concept, location, a
steady cash flow allowing it to invest in
new attractions and marketing strategies
to appeal to targeted segments.

The Chiba Prefecture-based company’s
strategy of touting Tokyo Disney Resort,
located in Urayasu, Chiba Prefecture, as a
special place has been especially effective,
she said.

You can see the branding efforts wher-
ever you look, Nagasaka said, in its efforts
to make the resort look like a fantasy land.
Examples include logos on garbage cans,

benches, on the monorail that takes visi-
tors between the various hotels and JR
Maihama Station, even in the lavatories.
The venue is clean and staff constantly po-
lice the grounds.

The firm has also invested billions of
yen every year to provide new attractions
to ensure repeat visitors.

“A massive amount of investment has
contributed to keeping the theme park
fresh,” said Shun Tanaka, an analyst at
SMBC Friend Research Center.

Oriental Land has said it will spend ¥200
billion between fiscal 2011 and fiscal 2020
just on its theme park business.

Due to these factors, about 80 percent of
Tokyo Disney Resort’s visitors are repeat
customers.

Saori Nishiyama, 22, from nearby Kisara-
zu, Chiba Prefecture, is one such patron.

Nishiyama, who came to the park on
April 11 to shop, has a yearly pass and vis-
its four or five times a month. She said she
especially likes watching the shows and
parades.

“Even when the same show is per-
formed, it has small differences each time,
like characters’ movements,” so they are
always fun, she said.

Located about 30 minutes by train from
Tokyo Station, the resort is readily accessi-
ble to a market of 30 million metropolitan
residents. Data show that about 70 percent
of visitors are from the Kanto region.

Industry figures show the resort domi-
nates the amusement park business. Ac-
cording to a government white paper on
leisure activities, the industry in 2010 saw
sales of ¥599 billion, with Tokyo Disney
Resort accounting for about 45 percent.

Back before ground was broken to build
the resort three decades ago, skeptics

In dreamland: Visitors watch a press preview of a parade marking the 30th anniversary

at Tokyo Disneyland in Urayasu, Chiba Prefecture, on April 11.

doubted it would be an enduring success.

An Urayasu official who was involved
in the planning for Tokyo Disneyland
said he visited a Disney theme park in the
U.S. around 1977 and remembers seeing
adults enjoying themselves alongside
their children.

“At that time in Japan, I thought it
wasn't really common for adults to enjoy
amusement parks,” said the official, who
wished to remain anonymous. Adults just
waited around while the kids enjoyed
themselves because they felt theme parks
were for kids.

The official also recalled that while
Urayasu, which aimed for further develop-
ment after its landfill program was com-
pleted, welcomed the arrival of Disney-
land on part of that reclaimed land, it had
concerns about potential problems if mil-
lions of visitors descended onto the city.

Oriental Land aimed to attract 10 mil-
lion visitors during Disneyland’s inaugural
year. Such a huge number would bring
heavy traffic congestion and massive
amounts of trash, disrupting the lives of
local residents, he said.

Disneyland ended up attracting more
than 10 million visitors during that first
year, and the city eventually learned how
to handle the increased traffic volumes by
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providing resort-bound cars and buses
with a dedicated route. Oriental Land,
meanwhile, created its own garbage-dis-
posal facility.

As for the future, there is always the
question whether the resort will continue
to be a success and keep growing.

Nagasaka of Morgan Stanley MUFG be-
lieves the loyal fan base will play a key role
in the resort’s continued growth.

This is borne out by the strong visitor
numbers even after the resort has raised
admission prices several times.

Tanaka of SMBC Friend Research Center
noted that, although the core fans are big as-
sets, to drastically boost visitors, for instance
to more than 30 million, the resort will need
to expand and cook up new ideas.

With the 30th anniversary, the resort ex-
pects a record number of visitors as well as
a sharp boost in sales and profit, but after
the hoopla subsides the venue will have to
get more creative, Tanaka said, noting this
may be difficult because the resort’s ca-
pacity is “reaching its limit.”

There isn’t enough space to create a
third theme park unless Oriental Land ac-
quires new land, but the resort could ex-
pand more by, for instance, changing its
current flat parking lots to multistory ones,
he said.

Fans flock early to snag Murakami’s latest book

Jun Hongo
STAFF WRITER

Fans of Haruki Murakami lined up at
bookstores from the wee hours of the
morning of April 12 to be the first to get
their hands on the famed author’s much-
anticipated new novel.

“Shikisai wo Motanai Tasaki Tsukuru to
Kare no Junrei no Toshi,” (“Colorless Tsu-
kuru Tasaki and the Year of His Pilgrim-
age”) — the first novel penned by Muraka-
mi since his “1Q84” trilogy was released
from 2009 to 2010 — already has a pre-re-
lease print run of half a million copies.

“I must be at work at 7:30 a.m., so I have
about an hour to start reading. I will prob-
ably spend my lunch break reading the
book as well,” a female Murakami fan,
who asked to remain anonymous, told The
Japan Times.

The 32-year-old was one of dozens of
people waiting in line at the Sanseido
Bookstore’s Tokyo Station branch, which
opened its doors 90 minutes earlier than
usual at 6 a.m. for the book release.

“This store is one of the first to open
today, so I drove my car from Funabashi
(Chiba Prefecture). I just couldn’t wait,”
she said.

More than 100 hardcore fans of Muraka-
mi, who has been repeatedly mentioned
as a possible candidate for the Nobel Prize
in literature, also formed lines at a Tsutaya
bookstore in Shibuya Ward, Tokyo, at mid-
night Thursday.

The new novel, published by Bungei
Shunju Ltd., begins with 36-year-old Tsuk-
uru Tasaki looking back at his suicidal past
and his severed relationships with old
friends. But the story thereafter has been

kept a strict secret until it went on sale.

“I haven’t read it myself, because the
books only arrived earlier this morning,”
Shunsuke Goto, manager of the Sanseido
store in Tokyo Station, said, adding it was
the first time he had opened the store early
for abook release.

The store received an initial shipment of
600 copies. About 50 were set aside for
customers who had made reservations,
but Goto expected at least half of the rest
to have been sold by the end of the day.

“Hopefully, the 600 copies will last over
the weekend, but we are not sure,” he said.

Murakami, who rarely makes public ap-
pearances or gives interviews, has said
through his publisher that he initially set
out to write a short story but that it turned
into “a long piece naturally, during the
process of writing.”

While they last: Customers at the Tokyo
Station Sanseido Bookstore in Chiyoda
Ward prepare to purchase Haruki
Murakami’s latest novel, which went on
sale April 12. SATOKO KAWASAKI

w

1Q84’ was a roller coaster of a story, so
I wanted to write something a bit different
from that,” the author said.

A 28-year-old Murakami fan, who was
in line by 5:50 a.m. Friday to purchase a
copy at the Sanseido store, said she has
“been in love” with his works for over a de-
cade.
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FTHUWHEEYL L —IHHTBE, BHOABRZRDBEDLTL—XTEWRZITWS
EBDTIT. XENFULWERICEALEBSTD, BlIDXAYyE—YESATWREEZDT
32ETY, COLSBAIE XEFICARENZ ITNIEZWIE, STRISEHULREDET,

fe& ZIE. TABBRNES

‘Which was the most popular place among foreign tourists who travelled to
the UK last year?’

HRICEXHTRICEBEERDIFshizunhbLhER A, foreign tourists’ D DI
I ‘holidaymakers’ A%, ‘the most popular place’ DX ICid ‘destination’ ‘the top
holiday spot’ ZREDEEEPLAN, FLNTLEMELNBWDTY, AEREBIIEEIBLN
BWL, ANBLNEW, ZOUIEZEZBET LN BENPHBZHERIETIEICHS
DT,

R ERETEREZIEYCY

Tld BRBEFEVIBRERLSICHRBICIE. EDLSBEBFENHZDTLLOIN?

RATATRAE—=H—F BBROT—RY 7 M—EHICDWTWS" Thesaurus (R
EBEHA) EWSHBETTERAL. NEEZEBRICRAULSEEZRDESBVLSICKERDFT,
ULHL, REBEEZREZBEVBRVWEEEICE ST ALEKZRFDHEETH>TH, BYICXE
FRTERTIDIEELWNSENHDET, TITDT “Thesaurus” TIER<, —RAIVRZEED
HE, TENRXFBERITREFHEFESETRRFBOER Y. BYERAFEEET
5E3CLFELLD,

SERNER ESIERIHICEMBAEIE. 653A%5 T, HICAKBERMAT D4
ERZIBHSRF v TS —RBOTITIE ATATFDREEEZ<HRLON—F T, [ELTST
[FZS U X BN ERICHBEINE T, TR REIN—BIREZHOLIICLELLD, YV
L=y aFIIBEEENDERVWDERY TOA RELD, RA T4 T UN BB TERWIZGT
FERBENDEL UEDEWHSERE LD SWEEREDEWHNSTT,

FEELTELLDE, FILWSEEBEB T 3ICEBENIDZE NS ETY, BARESE
URRNZRERLT B EE BETEBDERAL. BT UEBEMEERDELTA WE, 2D
BEENLHOEERZHVWTWET, ZEHEICIE. BDDOLANICIGEUFRAMPICE U
FNETICBBURLRNIVEERT 2L DICEIHDTVET, MBENER<R2LD, [RETPS
KOHEBLANILDFHEEZELLIET, [ELTSICHUTEEZLEVW TV ZENTEET,

FR&FBERBFEZRULTHD

AT FERBEZEFNICTEATVUGE, RENGN 1D, — BN TEA 1T B8
BICHR5TEHHBTLELDS, &R HARICEITZRVWESZFHUES. revolver’
‘pistol’ ‘rifle’ BREFE U THRERVLNBUNEEADN ‘gun’ firearm’ ‘weapon’ 7&ED
—RBEEIEIRDII5SNBIET T,

COUMEEICIE ERBEBRITORENETHERILEET, EARBETEDNDZEED
TA—VIVGBEN <EHBEENRENDNDET, B, FHREAFTOFESIE. HER
BORBAZELEDDETREBICK>THIEVWSRELHDE T, chEifIZ25ZLH. IELTS
ZRRICIFKRETIDOT, ARAICEVNDRITFEL LD,

MEFPTIV—ZBRZAEELTUE. REEBZFRIFEZEHDET, ARBEARKIC. K
BBOHETEZFRLLD, ELTSDU—FT1 YT TARTIE, UIRUIFRERBEREDH SN
ERERSIEXENEEINE T, REEXEZf-EE, joblessness’ ‘being laid off’ &ED
BHEPANBWENTET, LEZZHHALNS, ‘a large number of young people are
now out of work’ & Wl ZIRBRFZF VDD, ‘being out of work’ DRXFZ ‘being
in work’ ¥‘having a job’ IC#&2DIZE VWS ERICRBBDLEI LW ZET. RFFTZU—
EEBILUTOWEELL S,

Where is unemployment highest?

25 UIERHXHIC ‘inner city centres where few young people are in work’ &

WSRBRULMRFNE. BACEHLWDIBULNERA, UL REEBZBRATHITIIHGT
EESTIN.
BENICEETFANEHOBEDOIE

/‘l’\=\=v77U ZH{b T B EFRFREONINBIETIN, TTICHI > TVWBEEENR—X
BEEPREZANERF Y ITSU—ZRIFTOKZENKYITY, ELAELTHRERTE

tbf% HEMICEBTFANEHZODEBZDITHELLD, LML, HEDLAVEZLIETHE
EULBEWESIC, BRI 202D, 71&@7&97&%&bb\%aﬁ%ﬁznt;;m@‘cmm\‘c
L&D HISHBWEEZB DI TUIULSHDRUVICEKRZANR, SSICZFORKEZBHANSD
PR EAREHEPT PO AIFROULE R Ao N%@;@J:TE’E UicRIZgEP R&EREI
[ELTS DftD3DDFTRAK (VRAZV Y AE—=F VT A T74>07) THOREBHEEDRZE
BIFTTT, HEOTFE. ZUTI—Tr VI TANDREE, ELTSTANDREREHT|E
EFETOT, BREFEENTDMEDCHZECIREICHEDET,

BIADORBEZERT>TVET,

IELTS

EEER

IELTSEWS EZD
| EREREIE
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=59 NDHEEH
ALTYEEEATFEOEENSAF U X,
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HETHT000 DL ELTS £ 2 AnEE S
ELTRBHTVNET, 2011 FOLEREFHDOZER
FHIZ 70 BAICEL REBEARBO/O—)
W)= —D®REZRLTVWET,

EN%E IS BT

AARTIH RRER AHE R AR AP L
5 AL EE LR e 2RTRRI BENT

BEEE - BB UARIE
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NTVWEY,
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ERICEBBDIE,
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Crossword and Trivia

FoA D

KI

T—NIITEZ%E TY,. 1-Across [ET#1ET 510 17-Across [FF ¥ XAV T4 PR
FHE, YA MR EZDEICHR>T) EWSEBK, 22-Across (FHFEDIEEE, F
Bk, 24-Across [ETTAFIURKEE 2R E>/bD, 30-Across (&% &
Wek SITINENH 1. DEDTRRIGIK &WSZ &, 32-Across (3 "BYEHE,
12-Down [FTAE X% 1, 25-Down [CIF LWL E WS ERROEBHENAD £,

[HEEDDE Z&] 31-Down OBERFEICT) TFe

ACROSS

1. Plow, plant seed and water the land
8. “Answer yes __no.”

FEEOIAINhE 029N X)L, LGV DE
LhIFeAd, BRadlBblcaFlsd 2

9. Fly high
10. Round Dutch cheese covered with red wax
13. K__ Royal Dutch Airlines
15. __ and above: in addition to
17. Movie __ Her Shoes
19. Plant grown for food
22. Chinese politician Zhou __lai
23. Hot liquid volcanic rock
24. __A: carries genetic information in the cells
26. Old Italian currency
28. Couple in love (slang)
30. “As you sow __ shall you reap.”
32. Succession of living organisms where each member is eaten in turn by
another member (2 words)

DOWN

. Cobalt (symbol)

. Press___: tension

. Journey

. Versus (abbr.)

. Internet services and media company

. Member of a people of South India and Sri Lanka
7. American medical drama television series

11. Seeing-eye ___: modo-ken

12. Heavy ___ : atype of loud rock music

14. Avenue (abbr.)

16. Molest

18. _ York

20. Putan ___ __ something: stop something

21. Pub or nightclub

25. __ phyte: a beginner

27.“__ _live and breathe!”: expression of

surprise

28. “Don’t bark __ you can’t bite.”

29. Maryland (abbr.)

31. Classic SF movie __ the Beach

o O~ N =

JHUNLVN : &I

OBFIST & D ER#;

RO, J0RT— RDOT 7 UHESRE
(BB EEEX UL, FlZz# AT
<IEELN.

JORT—R - 77 b, BEORTE THEERBRBIC—RE S EDBDET,
EIRERREH, R VEILEnigma (TZU'V) EWSEEFLESEEZRAVWTLEL
feo A F U ABUN ISR OBS@ERMEZREBEL. BEEBHLLS EHAFE L. RFHK
BEFIV - Fa—UVIRIELUHETZI—ROKFEE, BSFEE, SBFE. FIAD
FroEA TIvY (MSVT7) OBANBRENASEERF—LM . TLyFL—J—
VICHBEFMATICESSNF U UM L. MEBAFERRLTED., EZEISEHR
LEUro

TEFF o BERIE. YROEEHI A VA MY - Fy—FILICEFRL. TESHK
HZELEDIFREETEZIEL] EVWSIRENEZFICANE UL, 0%, F—LAISEET

MendumrAMY—- - FLIZ7MOIAORT— Rz 12 DUARICEIT2EZHRURHE
Lo

BRI, 1 FURDIORT—RIE, cryptic crossword &EWS, AFHBEEDLS
IEH-2TWRHDODERTY, YAEZIEDZITIH, AFICSELRBINBEEBZRU
D, PHISLZBWED, ABEREEYLY O ULERITNERDEEA,

BROEERIF. 7U—MIOFETHNTRE L IVOXAT—ROEFEE IV T AN
BEENFLU, " FDERIFVALYNSIAY—TT WERDBVWKELEITH ), L
MUERICIE. INIIBSHBREZRETEDIAMZRIETZ/LHDTARNTUT,

FARBRIELIFHASHEW 20 HEDBEENY > TRT, BEHZERICVOXT—RITE
DA FE Utzo HIRMBAIIC/ZXILEI YT, £FIFFIY 7 UILIGBETS IFEHBO
HEEZZF., F—AIKFEHEINEU, EIDIL—EHS5EI7O0XT—ROZEAL MDD
FUT

TLYyFL—OF—AlE, OEICIZIYOBERRICRERINILE UL, InhEE:
BiEERDIEI IV TWETD,

HIRZEDDEIN, TAU— - FLIZTEOV/ORT—RIFE, 1944 FIC KRBT DO
52T MI5 (BHRBRRE) OMDANERFLIEDHNET, L. H 2/ CXILERHD
FRULEW<D2hD/KX)LIc, MULBERRY, PLUTO, NEPTUNE R &M 6 D DEFEAM
FELNTWeDTITH, ZNIEBEEICESTcESED /LYY T« —LEICAWShEE
ROESE 72D TY, FRIE. M5 IT/SXILDERFIEZHRBL. NIHBRICBER
WERI->THSZESTT,

NOBRIST & D in#
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