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Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s Cabinet got down to work dismantling

various policies of the previous administration, including the zero-

nuclear target, and musing on a review of the 1993 Kono Statement, an
apology for the coercion of women into sexual slavery during the war.
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Watanabe is one of many parents in Japan who have been torn away
¢ from their children after a falling-out with their spouse in a nation that
grants only sole custody, usually to the mother.
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This month’s selections from The Japan Times

Frenchwoman fired after 3/11
sues NHK to regain her job

Kazuaki Nagata
STAFF WRITER

A Frenchwoman dismissed by NHK filed
a lawsuit Jan. 15 against the public broad-
caster, claiming her radio announcer con-
tract was unjustly terminated after she tem-
porarily fled Japan at the start of the nuclear
crisis at the Fukushima No. 1 power plant
in March 2011.

Emmanuelle Bodin, who had worked at
NHK for more than two decades, said she re-
ceived permission from a superior to leave
Japan with her two daughters on March 15,
2011, following an instruction by the French
government for French nationals to evacuate.

Bodin told NHK that she would be back
by March 30, 2011, but was notified by a let-
ter dated March 22, 2011, that the broad-
caster was terminating her yearly contract,
saying she “walked off” her job.

“In order to protect my family, I decided
to temporarily leave Tokyo. ... Prior to my
departure I followed the required NHK
work procedures, which included obtaining

permission from my management,” Bodin

said in Tokyo at the Foreign Correspon-
dents’ Club of Japan, where she and one of
her lawyers, Kazuyuki Azusawa, held a
news conference.

“I have faithfully served NHK for the past
21 years. I'was very proud to work for such a
prestigious organization,” she said.

Bodin is seeking her job back and ¥22.17
million in damages.

She started working at NHK in 1990 as an
announcer for the French section of Radio
Japan. She was on a yearly contract and
said NHK had renewed her contract in Feb-
ruary 2011.

Her lawyers said provisions of the con-
tract say NHK can terminate the deal if the
employee’s inadequate work performance
has no prospect for improvement or if a sit-
uation occurs in which the firm has no
choice but to end the contract. NHK told
Bodin that its reasons for terminating her
contract were based on these provisions.

According to the lawsuit, NHK claims it
canceled her contract because she called
and told NHK she couldn’t come in to work

AR E

Club of Japan in Tokyo on Jan. 15.

in a unilateral manner and caused trouble
for the company.

Bodin was scheduled to work that March
15, but she asked a colleague to cover her
shift and the program was aired without
problems, her lawyers said.

She also said eight other workers in her
section fled Japan but all were allowed
back to work.

“I don’t really know the reason why I was
pinpointed like this,” Bodin said.

An NHK spokesman said other foreign
contractors had notified NHK at least a day
in advance, while Bodin waited until 3%
hours before her program.

Because of the turmoil in the wake of the

Emmanuelle Bodin, a former announcer at NHK, speaks at the Foreign Correspondents'

KAZUAKI NAGATA

earthquake and tsunami, it was likely to be
difficult to find someone to cover her shift,
and Bodin, who had more than 20 years of
experience, should have known how can-
celing out on short notice would cause seri-
ous trouble, the spokesman said.

Bodin’s lawyers also said that, consider-
ing the severe situation of the Fukushima
crisis at that stage, even if Bodin had really
walked off the job without permission, she
would deserve a chance to come back, es-
pecially because she had been a dedicated
worker for many years.

The NHK spokesman refused to elabo-
rate on this point, saying the details would
be discussed in court.

Abe gives out info via Facebook page

Masami lto
STAFF WRITER

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe has learned
his lesson: Instead of giving short, daily
media interviews, he has launched a new
Facebook page to provide information to
the public on his terms while convenient-
ly avoiding the kind of verbal missteps
that plagued his recent predecessors, in-
cluding himself during his 2006-2007
leadership stint.

Posting a close-up of his hand giving a
thumbs-up, Abe appealed to Facebook
users Jan. 10 to overcome the nation’s

present difficulties together and ex-
plained that he wants to share his Cabi-
net’s policies in an “easy-to-understand
and visible” manner.

The prime minister’s page had logged
more than 95,000 “likes” as of Jan. 11.

But Facebook is a one-way street and
Abe can choose to post whatever he
wants, sidestepping any inconvenient
facts. Experts called it a smart strategy for
a national leader, and said it will now be
up to conventional media outlets to
strengthen their journalistic operations to
make sure the public is supplied with all

the necessary information.

“By sending out messages directly to the
public, Abe is trying to control information
and avoid being tripped up (by reporters).
But this is bypassing the media, and the
public and media, now more than ever,
need to keep a careful watch over the gov-
ernment,” said Yasuharu Ishizawa, a pro-
fessor of politics and media at Gakushuin
Women'’s College in Tokyo.

According to the Cabinet Office, the
Facebook page will be updated roughly
twice a week, mainly with specific messages
Abe wishes to convey to the public. The
prime minister has already received thou-
sands of messages from Facebook users,
many congratulating him on the LDP’s

election victory and voicing hope that
Japan will change for the better under his
stewardship.

But Ishizawa warned that Abe should not
interpret these messages as a true reflection
of public opinion, explaining the number of
“likes” and positive comments on his Face-
book page does not necessarily express the
majority view.

“The frightening thing about Internet
(sites) like Facebook or Twitter is that the
messages sent to you are often delivered by
those who share your views. ... Facebook is
a closed (community) and Abe needs to be
careful because there is a dangerous possi-
bility that he could misread public senti-
ment,” Ishizawa said.
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SN, V—T42 7T AMIEITS True/False/Not Given B8 (F &)
OIMREHNALET, REDOHIZ. Not Given &lZESWVHTehEOoh LT
L, ZLT, {holELidE> 7 7 u—Fkiclihace 9,

Not Given &(&?

BARANDZEREISCOIEEMBEICNESNTLET, Not Given DS Z DO TULVRL
ZEDERDVEDTY, Not leen EFEDESBERBDTLLOD UTOHETEZ
THFELLD.

Birth rates continue to decline in Japan. In 2009, the birthrate fell to its lowest level on record at
1.37 per household, which makes it the lowest reproductive rate in the world. Consequently,
there have been several government initiatives to remedy the problem including proposals to
subsidize the high cost of childcare in Japan.

Japan will have problems with its pension system in the future. Is the answer TRUE, FALSE or
NOT GIVEN?

HERDEINSHADESHIEICARHH DI EIERICHREIN TR, HEIH>TL
9, BOT, FIBEOERIE True TLLSHN? RIS, HlafcldESHEICHBISRI SR
WEEZTWBENMELNFER A, BRFRHBEEFRRLTWSEDVDEDTINS, ZOMREIC
HIFLTEBZTLLD, TIDT, False TLLDIHM?

EESHEWVNE T, TFANTE, ¥k, BROEEZHEICHBIHTZhEVWSZ &Il
—{Ifn TWER A, TEARNTTrue H False D' E RIS TWaWEEIE. Not Givenh®
EfETY, BHIRIcEFDEZCHEIBREICREZSZIRVWELIICREDITELLD,

FIREZ i < To 8D DELE

FIIE OBBETHLESHE (RFIVI F—T—R ¥—Tvhk - vtE—I H
Fg) ZHERBLELLS,
MRAFIVY | TERANLEOBECIRT Y MDD ETcsd. TFAMDREULERREDR
AD—XeHREBELHHAET,
BF¥—7—R  REOBNCHBF—T—RZRBHL. TORKFEEZIETT,
BY—TYh - RvE—Y I AFZIVTICEDWT, BERBIXEERUET,

BRERE : XEOHBHTREZEZELET,
INSDTIZYIIEFERYFU U BRBICIFEE ICHRENTT, LA L. True/False/Not

Given BEICHEWTIE, TFARZLD R UIc ETEDBVWEBMTIEHBDEEA. ZU
<. True/False/Not GivenE(d. 22DY A1 7 ICHIT5NET, FNSICIERIL DEEEH
WMERODTY, "ERERHT D (FEN—R) ) 2&e EEORRE - FREDHITD (FR
N—R) ZETY,

NERERHT D (FEER—R); ZEIRDOVWT, ROFIBETEZTHELL D, BREDERIE.
TEIANHNERURBE TERRENZDIFTIEHDEFEA. SVWBRIVPAREITEELDD.
True/False/Not Given DWW hh & BiROZHEHNHDET,

Ballet is mostly commonly thought of as a purely French invention. However, the word ballet
reflects its rich history. The word comes from the French but this was borrowed from the Italian
word balleto, which comes from the word ballo or dance. It began there in the renaissance as an
outgrowth of the pageantry of the court where aristocrats held lavish wedding celebrations. In fact,
early ballet was participatory including the wedding guests. Ballet was further shaped in France
in the seventeenth century reign of Louis XIV who was passionate about the dance and codified
several dance positions.

Now say if the following statements are TRUE, FALSE, or NOT GIVEN

1. Ballet originated in France.

2. The King of France cared deeply about ballet.

3. Ballet was popular in courts across Europe in the seventeenth century.

MR

1. FALSE

Began there & originated DRIFRZBHZD T, IEfEIF True EEZX T ABVWBIHELNEEAD, there
[ET7 VR TIIBLAF 7 ZIELTWET,

2. TRUE

Passionate I to care deeply ®DEFEE. Reigh EWSEENS, Louis 14N T7ZVZAETH -/
ZEHHMDET,

3. NOT GIVEN

TIVAREAGTITICOWTRERESNTOWEIA, I—OV/IDINTOEEVWSERIFTET A,
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A7 TIREBREZEDDET, COYIT7ORETIE. FIHXREZEOFTHRLT, RITTFI S
ZUoMDEBETELSICTHEHAEDELLD,

FIREDOTF AN ZFORICEREZERLET,

The writer considers the play “Waiting for Godot” to be boring.

F—"7—RI&, considers. Waiting for Godot, boring T3, L\, JEEIICDOWTEH N
ETFARNZRTHELELD,

Superficially, it would appear that Samuel Becket’s seminal play “Waiting for Godot’, is all about
nothing with very little plot or purpose. Critics argue that the tedious monotony of the play, where
in fact Godot never arrives, is a boring exercise of futility.

Waiting for Godot & W5 5& B & I D W T little plot\b monotony\ tedious % & D
boring DEIFEEE. L Tboring EWSHEDER TEET, CTETHALRDTIE BEXIE
TRUETY, LA L. superﬁcially’PseminaI\ critics argue@t@%%%d‘éb\ EEDER
ERIBHDIHHSDURAEDEL LS,

It is, in fact, a deeply compelling examination of life with several current interpretations. Though
the characters of Estragon and his friend Vladimir occupy their time eating, arguing, singing,
swapping hats and contemplating suicide, they do this to push away the unbearable silence.

IE#EIFFALSET 9, £ & dcritics ICIFE R LTH 5 9\ boring & & & *F D deeply
compelling EIRRTWET, FREICHERDIL critics DER TlER<. EHEDERBRDTY,

#bbic

Z D True/False/Not Given BIREICHE LT Not Given DEMKEEBE L THLZEF, &TH
KT, ZUTELDFEE L. REPTEANMNDOWTEENROTEET D51 7D
BEERUBBETERDEATULEVWDETY, +0REDIFTTTANMIBEHEL LS,
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Crossword and Trivia
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SE. T—YEHHERBA. 8-Across [FT/IANJLDE ), 3-AcrossDEHIE Co
10-Acrossid "MABAEMNF TI o 11-Across ([FMBEDZ(EF . 12-Across &
MEfFERII MR, 13-Across IET2 U E . BAIE P, 23-Across (& TFR—HEICE
ZEOHUwSfchie 24-Across IETHIKIEERRD 1o 1-Down [ET(BHD Z & %4
[CEIFT) BARDPPHAEENEWLS ), 6-Down (FTHHIERTICHE . BHEICDWT
fEWLWE T, 7-Down (& American Telephone and Telegraph Company (KEE:E
EESt). 16-Down D 1. 4FH(E S& K, 18-Down [F™P o7z ! 1o

[fEEDVETE] BN, KXIDEZERDBEEDOHICHEATVNET,

ACROSS

1. Pork comes from this animal.
3. Hot chocolate

FEEOIAINhE 029N X)L, LGV DE
LhIFeAd, BRadlBblcaFlsd 2

8. Tower __ Babel
10. “____ number are you calling?”
11. “The grass is greener __ the other side.”
12. “___ sleeping dogs lie.”
13. An animal that is killed and eaten by other animals
15. “He is late, __ usual.”

17. “__need each other.”
19. Small dog with a wrinkled face
21.“ __ alive.”

23. Wall-__-wall carpeting

24. "Might __ right.”

25. Validate

26. “__ nice to your friends and family.”
27. Indefinite article

29. The Battle of __ Alamein

30. ____ off: dozes

DOWN

1. “The _ calls the kettle black.”
2. “You can stay with us __ you want.”
4. Large bird active at night
5. Opposite of expensive
6. Sow one’s wild ____: be promiscuous before marriage
7. _ &T (large U.S. telephone company)
9. Past tense of know
11. “It'll only take five minutes __ so.”
14. Twelve months
16. American film director ______ Lee
18. “Way to __I”
20. Object form of we
22. Emotional state
23. ___cozy: a cover to put over a teapot

25. Instrument for writing
28. Number (abbr.)

AddNnd : #IT

OBFIST & D ER#;

Sunday. Monday &, REDEB DS
BICEEANTBEDLHDIDTULLOIH?

KEOEHDARIZ, HRA—YDOO—YEDI2ITRE > e bBEDERINTTICE S
TW3Z5TY, TNTNOERIIUTOED T,
@ Sunday = "KEBEOH). O—<EIC& 357 VEED dies Solis (sun’s day) ICED =
x9
@ Monday = "BDH,), T7 B0 dies Lunae (moon’s day) ICEDEXT,
@ Tuesday = "E#HT+—TUDHI, Tiu (F+—7) @EF>7OY0Y VHEDRE EHS
DT, IERRAEEDHSE EBFIOM Tyr (71 —JL) ICHEHLET, Thid. O—YBICEL
%57 VFED dies Martis (A—XHHFEDOEMVILZ (Mars) OR) ICEDEXY, Mars
& TKE) EWSEKTY,

@ Wednesday = "&E# VA RYDH, 74 Ry (Woden) 7> 70970 ViHsE
DREHT, ERBEFOREHA—T 1> (Odin) ICHEHBLFIT, InFd. STVED
dies Mercurii (A—<#HZFEDOHX)LY TR, ¥X—F 21— (Mercury) ®H) IcEDE
F9, UARYEY—F2V—OHBREFHVWEVWRDOTIN, MELHERICERZR
AT 2E%BEES EWbnTWEYS, Mercury l& 7KE) T,

@ Thursday = "E#k—J)LOH. b—JL (Thor) [FILERMEEDREDOE T, &B. .
BEEDONIEDFET, TTVED dies Jovis (O—NYHEFEDEMY 1 45— Jupiter) DH)
[CEDEFT, Vatby—ERAREZXEL. FEZHPDOZMTI, Jupiter I TRE, T,
@ Friday = "&Z#®~7 VI DR, 7Y% (Frigg) &7L1Y (Freyja). 7'V 7# (Frigga)
BELEHBFEEIN, A—TFTrYOET, BEEBOLHTI, Zhid. 7 VED dies
Veneris (O—VY#EEDEEBFOLZHE—F X (Venus) DR) ICEDEEY, Venus iF &
£, T9,

@ Saturday = "EHOHT by ILXZXDH), Yk vJ)LX X (Saturn) [FEHAA—Y DT,
FUITFHEDY O/ Z(Cronus) IKBH L E T, Ihid. T7 VD dies Saturni (k=
ILXRADH) ICEDEET, Saturn & T2, TY,

BEZ @ FEItEE) C&niE, HIE6 AT THFEZANEL., 7HBICKRAE U .
7HZEBEMAICEEZXY20E. XEQYPRILY v, ZDEFEIDOXIETERSizEL
NESDFIETY, #HIRICK > TIHESHEDEE L TRD ANSNHIHH2E5TY,

—BENAERZE 1 HE U THEATKRDLZ DA, HEBZE 1HE UL TLEATH
L2ONE. FERIAFHINDETBZTIN, ERICIE. EFEENMEE (1SO) DRET.
1971 EASBEANE 1 HESNTWET,

MOBTIST & DR
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