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Millions of people worldwide travel abroad seeking high quality or
cheaper medical treatment. So-called medical tourism is a growing
market worldwide and high-tech Japan hopes to get a piece of the

action.
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Some 1,900 people took part in a terrorism-response drill at
Tokyo Sky Tree, held about three weeks before the tower’s May

22 opening.
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This month’s selections from The Japan Times

Toy sector sales rise
despite slow economy

Kazuaki Nagata
STAFF WRITER

The domestic toy market logged
¥692.1 billion in sales in fiscal 2011,
up 3.4 percent from the previous
year, for the second straight annual
rise despite the sluggish economy,
the Japan Toy Association said
June 12.

“This shows steady demand for
toys,” said Takeo Takasu, chair-
man of the association.

“We think this is mainly due to the
strong love parents feel for their
children, thus spending on them
would be the last thing they would
want to cut,” Takasu said.

Trading cards were especially
popular, posting a 25.2 percent sales
increase from a year earlier, while
board games and mini-electronic
games, both of which fall into the

game category, saw a growth of
11.9 percent.

The association also announced
the annual Japan toy awards under
the categories of universal, educa-
tional, boys’, girls’, character-
theme, innovative, adult, special
and hit sales.

Winners included Bandai Co.’s
Smart Pet, which won in the innova-
tive toy category, reflecting how toy
makers have jumped on the smart-
phone bandwagon.

The Smart Pet has the body of a
robot dog with an iPhone for a face.
Users download a free application
for the toy and can choose a face
pattern they like.

Once the iPhone is attached, the
face can change its expression de-
pending on the dog’s mood.

“Smartphones have really spread
widely now and the trend is coming

Phone fun: Bandai Co.’s Smart Pet, which has the body of a robot dog and an iPhone for
a face that can be patterned as users like, is displayed at a Japan Toy Association news

conference in Tokyo on June 12.

to toys as well,” said Fumiaki
Ibuki, a member of the toy associa-
tion in charge of organizing the an-
nual International Tokyo Toy Show
trade fair.

Toys that link with smartphones
are expected to increase and will be
must-see items at the show, accord-
ing to the association.

Other toys winning awards in-

KAZUAKI NAGATA

cluded Jokki Hour, a mug that can
generate smooth bubbles in beer be-
fore drinking, which won in the
adult category. The fiscal 2011 hit
sales award went to Kamen Rider
Fourze Change Belt DX Fourze
Driver, a belt chock full of plastic
attachments that boys can wear
when they imitate the hero of the
Kamen Rider Fourze TV show.

Zaccheroni confident in team’s form

Andrew McKirdy
STAFF WRITER

Saitama

National team manager Alberto
Zaccheroni believes Japan can live
with any team in the world after
scoring nine goals without reply in
its opening two games of the final
round of qualifiers for the 2014
World Cup.

The Asian champions followed up
a 3-0 win over Oman with a 6-0 de-
molition of Jordan on June 8, taking
a 4-0 lead before halftime at Saita-
ma Stadium and playing some of
the most fluent, incisive soccer the

national team has ever seen.

“If we keep on playing like we
have over the past two games, with
such a high rhythm and precision,
we have shown that we can play
anyone.

“We have played the kind of foot-
ball we have been aiming for and
we have been getting results. I
think we are bringing the best out of
the players and the shape of the
team is there.”

Keisuke Honda scored a hat trick
in the rout of Jordan — his first in
national team colors — with Ryoi-
chi Maeda, Yuzo Kurihara and new
Manchester United forward Shinji

Kagawa also getting on the score-
sheet with one goal each. Honda has
made a big impact after missing
the entire third qualifying round
through injury, but already his
manager is cracking the whip.

“Honda missed about 10 months,
so I want him to make up for miss-
ing all those games,” said Zacche-
roni. “I don’t want him to be satis-
fied with scoring three goals to-
night. I want him to want to score
more.

“We did very well to go two goals
ahead so early,” said Zaccheroni.

“A lot of teams would have slowed
down in that situation, but we kept
going, looking for more goals. That
was very satisfying.”

Banner night: Keisuke Honda scores a
53rd-minute penalty against Jordan on
June 8 in a 2014 World Cup qualifier at
Saitama Stadium. Honda had three goals

in Japan's 6-0 victory. KYODO

SazhE:

PEITF-E2TLET,

S ONEEFT Ay Eh ]

e uf:%71‘ /_‘UJ

HRSEDOKELE - RHEECBEAEROEFIEHFD
BERZICEF . T —ATBNEZICET B ERIEHK

EfE ;ﬁ@_ﬂca—,lﬁlﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁﬁnm -

St BROAZEREEATRS *IEIJHEEE
((7%?@4[# SoI8Y)

W YFaro 55@2%3?

ah=-zs_

EBA- FHBIED T 7 NSRS
(B EmOREE 7172012
http://www.kbunsha.com/embassy/

| ##w

SHE

o

2012678148(%)
11:00~17:00 (\BiiEmm)

w - BARE T HF I— 2T 28

& LANTHERGERET AMILS |
; uﬁlﬁ

BFENIITH]

ZOM.BETITTTIBIEN
1e<EABYIFET!

#b((zt'?:l:? /\'

() 7 —>—Y—BUR
ﬁ@l:’;q*xx7 JUEERD

HWﬁﬂ_’,R

b




6 The University Times IELTS by STEP X The Japan Times
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Smart Thinking

Lawrence Joseph investigates the future of electricity use
A: Grabbing a few minutes in her tea break, estate agent Amy Wilkinson glances down at her smartphone, pushes a few
buttons and tells me that she has just texted her daughter to turn on the heating earlier to take advantage of the current
low price. “I've used 12% less electricity than last month”, she declares triumphantly looking at her laptop screen back
in her semi-detached home in Brighton. “It doesn’t sound like a lot, but it makes a big difference to us”, says the cost-
conscious mother of two.
B: Amy is just one of the growing number of householders across the UK who are making the switch to smart meters
and the demand is increasing month by month. Smart meters are the latest innovation in a stale and outdated electricity
system that has remained unchanged for over half a century. In practice they do nothing more than keep track of energy
consumption and relay the data in real time to individual consumers and electricity companies. But the results, both
financial and ecological can be profound and not a little surprising.
C: “Initial trials in Yorkshire and the North East have shown consumption can be reduced by up to 69%”, says
Department of Energy and Climate Change spokesperson Alan Carter. Indeed the results have been impressive enough
for the government to commit to the rollout of 53 million gas and electricity meters across the UK from 2014. This change
will “play an important role in Britain’s transition to a low-carbon economy and help us meet some of the long term
challenges we face in ensuring an affordable, secure and sustainable energy supply” says Carter.
D: Safety and security have been the watchwords for governments around the world since the 2011 earthquake and
subsequent tsunami and nuclear power fallout in Japan served as a wake-up call to developed countries that constant
supplies of electricity cannot always be guaranteed. The Japanese government and famously resilient people reacted
in typically pragmatic fashion by changing consumption behaviour, “we are all working together to save power, change
usage patterns and alter our mindsets about the electricity we use” says Japanese energy spokesperson Yoko Kawai.
E: It seems that changing when and how we use our electricity is the key to a cheaper and more efficient lifestyle. “The
thing that most people don’t realise” says energy watchdog chairperson Jane Griffiths, “is that electricity unit costs
change from minute to minute throughout the day according to demand. There are entire power stations just to cater
for demand at the early evening peak time”. Smart meters will allow us to take advantage of the cheapest possible unit
price, for example by programming our washing machines to come on only when the unit price drops below a specified
amount. This not only provides a great deal for the consumer, the power companies’ benefit too as it reduces the need
for them to crank up entire power stations just to meet peak-time demand.
F: So, it seems that the future is well and truly smart. As well as plans for smart meter rollouts, governments around
the world are now considering the long-term implications of implementing the new technology on a grander scale by
overhauling entire national grids. Back in Brighton, Amy Wilkinson closes the screen of her laptop, making sure to unplug
it from the mains, “It has just made me so much more aware of how much power | was wasting before” she says, as she
scuttles off to load the washing machine ready for the cheapest unit time tomorrow morning.

Questions 1-16

You should spend 20 minutes on Questions 1-16 which are based on Reading Passage above.

Questions 1-6. Reading Passage has six paragraphs A-F. Choose the correct heading for each paragraph from the list of
headings below.

List of Headings 1 Paragragh A

i UK government plans v What is a smart meter? 2 Paragragh B

. L N . : 3 Paragragh C

i Electricity unit costs vi  Laundry time 4 Pasorach D

i The future’s bright vii Real time updates anytime, anywhere 5 p g gh E
iv  Lessons from the Far East viii - Encouraging changes in behaviour aragrag

6 Paragragh F

Questions 7-11
Look at the statements (Questions 7-11) and the list of people below (A - D). Match each statement to the person it
applies to.

7 works for a company that monitors utility companies List of People
8 sells houses A Yoko Kawai

9 is interested in reducing pollution B  Alan Carter

10 realises the error of their previous behaviour C  Amy Wilkinson

11 highlights the importance of community co-operation D Jane Griffiths

Questions 12-16
Do the following statements agree with the information given in Reading Passage?

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this

12  Jane Griffiths believes that the majority of people are unaware of the system
13  The writer is not surprised by the large reductions in power use

14 Amy Wilkinson has a low salary

15 The Japanese people could not change their behaviour

16  Customers in the North East use less electricity than in other areas

Answer Key:
1 —vii, 2-v, 3-i, 4-iv, 5-viii, 6-iii, 7-D, 8-C, 9-B, 10-C, 11-A,12-True, 13-False, 14-Not Given, 15-False, 16- Not Given
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