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Business sentiment among large manufactures deteriorated
according to the Bank of Japan’s quarterly “tankan” index,
underscoring the growing concern over Europe’s sovereign credit
risk and the persistent rise of the yen.
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Ishiya Co., known for its Shiori Koibito (White Lover) cookies,
slapped Osaka-based Yoshimoto Kogyo with a lawsuit when it
began marketing its waffles under the Omoshiroi Koibito (Funny

Lovers) brand name.
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IR I wanted to reply to you earlier, but
BHEHORFICE. FLEOLSBEEHD Lo LRCBERERL LT 1D
TIHL---
HOET, I meant to answer much earlier,
Thank you (sincerely/very much) however ...
k ¥ yivery Bt BABRBEEL FFESERST
o - BOELIAS -
- (FRIC) HOHESTEINELT,
I meant to reply much sooner,
I am (very/truly) grateful for... however ...
T (FIC) B#ULTHEDET, HoERRICRREEEL LIFLSERS
I (sincerely) appreciate CRDELIRT
AR I’'m sorry I didn’t respond earlier
el (BRIC) BELETS because ...
. - . BlICTRIETETHLUE FEAT
appreciate [ EIFE T, for BADM7RL ffco g&—;@‘;..?lﬁ w20
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by the end of this month
SHADOKRBEETIC

by the first week of March
3HADETBEETIC

in the middle of next month Wi d it by Frid
RADRES e need it by Friday.
. . EEHFETICHETT,
during working hours tomorrow We will . il
BBE DR LRSI w:el‘(m be on vacation until next
at least two weeks in advance SEEE TARIREAEI T,

Dix &b 2:BBETICIE
three weeks ahead of time

FRAARF, 7A—VILEBRRREE, LT

SBEMFNICIE LOBEEANBOET,
from August 23 to 25 FRHE April 1, 2012

8A23EM525HIC X oy & T

[ICBEMNZITHBWET A 3—0Ovy/XxK 1 April 2012

in about two weeks i
MUTFEFEXA—ILOEHHITY,

f02:BRRIC T R>ZEXAX—ILOEGHITT.

Thank you for your mail. I'm sorry I didn’t respond earlier because I was on a
three-day business trip.

(B E X—ILDEFH)

Dear Kazumi,

Attached is the draft contract you requested. We would appreciate it if you
could have your legal team look it over as soon as possible and confirm your
acceptance of the terms.

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Please accept our sincerest thanks
for ...

DD K DR EIFET,

We would like to express our sincere
gratitude for ...

TDE DR EIFET,

FEORRE, TESIFUT, TED
SSBBEHHBOET,

Would it be possible for you to ...?
- FBIERFFIRETLELEDD,
We would appreciate it if you could

FTTICLUTHS ol & TRL, [TEF
/ZRADIFELBUSBENWLET,
EVWSESRIEERRUICWEEIITIE. U
TOLSICERULET,

= UTWEEF2EHDILKELET,

If it is not too much trouble, we
would like you to ...
BHUTEETRIFNIL - UTWlEE U,
If it isn’t too much bother, could
you maybe ...?
EUZZBVWELSTULES - LTWeklirE
IhY%

We would like to request that you ...
if at all possible.
ARETHNIL - ZHBFENLIZVDTT,

Thank you (in advance) for your
understanding.

CEEHDOMESTINET,

Thank you (in advance) for your
cooperation.
SHABHOHESTENET,

HARDRIR
in advance EEE, InhsSiEcd e

EHRREICT B EEHHNET, HHOERIEKIITY, KEDA—)LIC
RS i, éfsht,ﬁ,ﬁﬁﬁfi]\nibii BDE
XA=IDOEHFITIETEREWAZLT

REMNENCIGE. BARELE THUR WEFHY The deadline for this is ... (Z

DFEHEIDIE, - FTTY) EVWSLSR
EBNBRFLHOET, UTiE xL
KIHRDKRFTI,

CEVWERA TRDO>TUEWHSBETY
H. BETIHREIREREESHEIIEZNT
FU&S,

Thank you sincerely in advance for your understanding.

Best regards,
Ryuichi Yamamoto
Principal

Yamamoto Academy

@ EBLRTY M2BSATHEEXLLS @

I'm sorry I didn’ t respond earlier because

BEIENCEDRFEVE, BHEZHALTT,

Attached is the draft contract you
requested

Attached is-- & TR LIZDIE--TToy EWVD
REDXATY, Attached please find:--ixE&
WSERRHHDF T, you requested (EHRIBD,
EWSEKRTY,

WA TLEN?
EREOENMAE

We would appreciate it if you could---

T UTWeE32EHDD K FLET ) EVWSIR
EOXATY,

have your legal team look it over as soon
as possible
TEHOEBICERBZEBLTCESS) EWSE
BRTY,

Thank you sincerely in advance for your
understanding.

TCBBDIZL B U<SEEWVEL EITEY )

KRB JEL A —)IVDHEESFITOWVTTHRINTLET,

Z3vbk « ¥—Y— (Scott Seeley)
J—XIK%E (Za—3—9) TEL
5 (DEBP) L2185 (Y% %
S, RBFRIYR—Iv—%2R T,
BREUTARYIEEAE Y R 251
FAVT N —Z IR R—T v —
SERAEYYR—Yr—, AAE
EEEONAIVHIbe DT

FELDBEEZITERR,

tEE Bi% (Yoshimasa Uekusa)

HAXPEMELE, BAKPREAX
HERMRRELRRET, T

FERBY, WXEX—LF171> Vo
UBEOFBISE - BURREF | o
DMI%, EFRBERARE 1 Ko &
BRI T— 5 EHFVRIUYh
Fo BLRXOT—VIFAY
R RUSYHhDEYZIVEE.

HRABEDE D R AREENT A B

ULATS

The Business Language Testing Service

HHR947HE,172H4F.
BATHT TIC350LL EDESR - HFEHER

=m: www.eiken.or.jp/bulats

tel 03-3266-6366
mail stepbulats@eiken.or.jp

BRELEDE

\ &P

HFEREDB=HIC

Are you sure your message is
getting through?

BULATS

Fast, reliable,
and global 4
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WRITING TASK 1

in two years.

comparisons where relevant.
Write at least 150 words.

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The chart gives information about people owning mobile phones in a number of countries

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and make

Mobile phone owner growth
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“paraphrasing” Ol :

in Europe”

(MIE30) “This graph shows the average income in 6 European countries”
(%) “The graph below describes how much money people earned on average in 6 countries
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KIAREEEARIRED “overview” DFl :

“We can see from this table that people’s life expectancy has increased dramatically in the
past 100 years through different countries have experienced different rates of increase.”
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TOtERGEARED “overview” DFl :

“We can see that the production of motor cars is a complicated process involving several
stages and a great deal of time. / The process by which teams qualify for the World Cup is a
lengthy one and is slightly different in each part of the world.”
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Model answer

The bar chart shows the increase in the number of mobile phone users in Europe in 1995 and 2003. Overall,
the number of owners rose considerably in all countries over the period. In some of them, the figure more
than doubled.

The largest number of users was in the UK, Germany and Italy, where there were dramatic increases from
approximately four million in each country in 1995 to twelve million, fourteen million and about ten million
respectively in 2003.

In Sweden, France and Spain there were even more dramatic rises in phone use from under two million users
in each country in 1995 to roughly nine million, seven million and five million respectively in 2003.

However, the number of owners in the three Nordic countries, Finland, Norway and Denmark, together with
the Netherlands grew only steadily from approximately one million users in 1995 to two million in 2003.
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Educators push to get academic levels
back up as universities lower bar to survive

Student count,
knowledge sliding

Minoru Matsutani
STAFF WRITER

Education experts have for years
been lamenting the academic de-
cline of young Japanese.

Teachers have complained that an
increasing number of college stu-
dents lack even the basics that
should have been driven home in ju-
nior high school. Students’ math and
science skills have markedly wors-
ened, and many struggle to deal with
fractions and decimal point calcula-
tions.

The following will attempt to ad-
dress why this is happening and
what direction university education
will take:

When did the decline in academic
skills gain attention?

Teachers began noticing the decline
in university students’ capabilities in
the mid-1990s.

Since then, the media have fre-
quently looked at the problem and
teachers have written books, includ-
ing “University Students Who Can-
not Solve Fraction Problems,” pub-
lished in 1999.

Kotaro Takahashi, an official at
the Education, Culture, Sports, Sci-
ence and Technology Ministry, said
that while academic skills are de-
clining overall, a greater deteriora-
tion appears to be surfacing in uni-
versities of medium to low academic
focus.

One recent case stands out. As-
tronomy professor Mitsumi Fujishi-
ta of Tokai University’s industrial
engineering department gave his
freshmen and sophomores a quiz on
the basics in April and May 2011. A
quarter of the 667 tested incorrectly
answered the question “to which di-
rection does the sun set?”

Three quarters of them said the
west, 22 percent said the east, and
the rest answered south or north.

To the question: “Which of the fol-
lowing — the sun, the moon or Mars
— orbits the Earth?,” only 54 percent
correctly said the moon.

What is behind the apparent, or at
least statistical, academic decline of
university students?

The decline is not because Japanese
are studying less, but because uni-
versities — amid the falling birth-

rate and greater competition to keep
enrollment up — are increasingly
accepting youths whose academic
levels would have been too low to
pass entrance exams a few decades
ago, experts said.

For example, the population of
18-year-olds plunged to 1.2 million
this year from 2 million in 1991, but
the number of freshmen enrolled
stayed at a constant 500,000 to 600,000
for each year in the 20-year period,
Takahashi, the education official,
said.

This means there has been a drop
in the percentage of highlevel uni-
versity students, but not necessarily
a drop in the percentage of high-level
youths.

To ensure enrollment, and thus
profit, stay up despite the demo-
graphic decline, some universities
have chosen to accept high school
students without requiring them to
take entrance exams, or give them
tests that cover fewer subjects. In
this manner, colleges have opened
the door to high school students of
lower academic ability.

Those exempted from the exams
get in via the AO (admission office)
track, in which universities screen
new students with interviews and as-
sess their high school achievements.
Universities originally used the AO
track to recruit people with unique
skills, but now it is just a gimmick
used by low-level universities to at-
tract students.

A change in national education
policy may also have abetted the ac-
ademic slide.

The ministry regulated college en-
rollment until the late 1980s, when it
began shifting authority on manage-
ment decisions to universities in the
early 1990s, allowing schools to
maintain their enrollment numbers
despite the decline in 18-year-olds,
Takahashi said.

Can the academic decline also be at-
tributed to the “yutori kyoiku” (relaxed
education) policy?

Possibly, but not to the extent the de-
cline in young people has created.
The relaxed education policy was in-
troduced in the 1990s for elementary,
junior high and high school students
with the goal of allowing them more
leeway to be creative instead of fo-
cusing solely on rote memorization

The drill: University students seeking jobs congregate at a recruiting event in December in
Fukuoka where companies held seminars to explain their products and businesses.

of facts and figures — the key com-
ponents of what was known as “en-
trance exam hell” at the time. Under
yutori kyoiku, schools cut students’
exposure to math, science, history,
English and Japanese, and effective-
ly ended most Saturday classes.

The policy was later blamed for
dumbing down kids’ skills, and
schools later reverted back to the
rote memorization approach.

“It is clear that amid the declining
number of children, universities are
rushing to create new departments
(to attract students) in order to sur-
vive. This is leading to lower aca-
demic achievement,” Toshihiro
Kawamoto, chairman of the Japan
Achievement Society, said in his
book “Nabakari Daigakusei — Ni-
hongata Kyouiku Seido no Shuuen”
(“University Students in Name Only
— the End of the Japanese Educa-
tion System”), published in Decem-
ber 2009.

The relaxed education policy didn’t
lower academic achievement across
the board, but widened the gap be-
tween the academically inclined and
the challenged because some chil-
dren continued to study hard at cram
schools while others opted not to
after realizing they would be able to
get into university easily, he said in
the book.

What can universities or the govern-
ment do to rectify the problem?
Keeping the door open to people who
want to go to college is not a bad
thing, but universities must make
students hit the books harder and
make it more difficult to graduate,
Kawamoto said in his book.

He noted that university students
in Japan probably face the loosest
academic requirements for gradua-

tion. Japan’s university dropout rate
was 10 percent in 2005, the lowest in
a survey of 27 developed countries,
according to OECD statistics in
Kawamoto’s book. The average
dropout rate listed by the OECD was
31 percent, with Italy at 55 percent
and the United States at 53 percent.

Of course, poor academic perfor-
mance is not the only factor behind
dropout rates.

Although less the case in Japan, in
other economies some people are
forced to drop out because they can’t
afford the cost while others are
eager to jump into the workforce be-
fore graduation.

But Kawamoto is very critical of
the domestic situation: “Japan’s cur-
rent educational environment is one
in which high school students who
don’t study can enter universities,
and university students who don’t
study can graduate. This is a global
rarity.”

An easy solution to halt the decline
in academic levels would be to de-
crease the quota for university en-
rollment. But that is not the right
way to go, Kawamoto said.

“For example, decreasing the num-
ber of medical students will result in
a shortage of doctors. Similarly, de-
creasing the number of university
students will result in a shortage of
skilled people,” he said. “We should
expand and educate students instead
of scaling things down.”

Accepting more foreign students
with strong skills and knowledge will
improve the overall academic
achievement statistics. Foreign stu-
dents, mainly at universities but also
at other schools, numbered 49,000 in
1991 and 140,000 in 2010. The govern-
ment aims to raise the number to
300,000 by 2025.
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