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Japan will join the Trans-Pacific Partnership negotiations, Prime
Minister Yoshihiko Noda officially announced Friday night, a day
after he delayed making a declaration on the country’s stance on

the free-trade initiative.
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Urban hospitals represent vital infrastructure, especially when a
major disaster strikes. But the March 11 magnitude-9 earthquake
and tsunami that hit the Tohoku region showed their vulnerabilities,
as many sustained damage and power outages that hampered their

ability to function.
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Best regards, Sincerely yours,
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DESHIEENHDET, Yours sincerely, Respectfully,
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I am writing in order to ...

(- FBRIHICA—ILEBNTNET)
I send this mail in order to ...
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I am writing with regard to ...
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I am writing in reference to ...
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Urgent: overdue notice
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ASAP (as soon as possible @ B )
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FH DA D >TWNIL HHR (Mr/ I would appreciate your soonest/earliest
Thank you for your prompt response.
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me a reply by ...
John D&3IT, Mr. ¥ Ms. #2397 7—
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HDHBEIE. To whom it may concern
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WD T LI ?
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If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact me.

(BRDTZVNELS, BRBICTERES
A At L) )

If there are any questions, please do not
hesitate to email me at any time.
(BENTENELES, WO THEREICA—
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Smith). ZJL&—LAH John Smith D A

I would appreciate it if you could give
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Ol&
Subject: Appointment request

OmREE

Dear Mr. Demura,

€374

J

My name is Toshihiro Akimoto. I am a regional manager for Core Competence
Supplies, Inc., a leading distributer of office furnishings.

Pt

I am writing in order to introduce my company. We specialize in high-end, high-
design office furniture. We have relationships with suppliers across Asia and
Europe and are the exclusive distributor of several series of Italian-designed
modular office furniture systems. After seeing your website, I believe our
products would be suitable for your business.

I will be sending our latest catalog to you by airmail. I would also be available
to come to your office at your convenience to show you samples of our products
and discuss our preferential pricing plans. Please contact me if you think our

products could be of interest.

Thank you very much for your attention, and I look forward to doing business

with you in the future.
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Please let me thank you in advance for your prompt response.

BFEHISOBEMERY

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

@R

Yours sincerely,

OK&. KEa. #Ha

Toshihiro Akimoto

Sales Manager

Core Competence Supplies, Inc.

@ EBLRTY M2BSATHEEXLLS @

I am writing in order to---
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1 believe our products would be suitable for
your business.
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I would also be available to come to your
office at your convenience
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if you think our products could be of
interest
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Thank you very much for your attention
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Please let me thank you in advance for
your prompt response.
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BULATS

The Business Language Testing Service
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=m: www.eiken.or.jp/bulats
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IELTS D7 A MZDOWT 4PN TR L TV E R0V ES, Sk,
AE—F T AN BZITBEE. DL TEBREEMZ THY DI 25
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Part 1
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ANDHFRTHRBBEELR/—NEDT, Part
2 & Part 3ANHIFTEBWEAERDLSICHE
FICEZLUTWEELELDS, ZTTOF—RA

VME KDEFMEICEIETZEVWSIETT,
SLBHBICEZSNTUESEBHWL DN
BB EUNFEEAD. BITRILOHILGEZ
RU. ARETHNIE. BEARZRERNSRK
BREHBRRBESICEHUELELD,

Is gardening popular in your country?
HHRIDET, =TV IEBATIN?

Not particularly, most people live in quite small houses or apartments so very few people
have gardens. Actually my parents do have a garden and when I was a child I used to help
my father to plant vegetables. I haven’t done any gardening recently, though.
FRIICZS WS hIFTRBDEAe ZLDANINSBRPYVYIVICEATVETOT, FEAEDANISE
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Talk about a TV programme you particularly
enjoyed.
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It was a documentary programme made by the BBC. It was in 12 parts and it was about
animals. It was called “The Blue Planet” and lots of people watched it. I used to watch it with
my parents. The presenter was David Attenborough, who is famous ...

EBMN>7Did BBC DRFaXH)—FHET, £ 12 B0EYFEETYT, "The Blue Planets &W5%
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Attenborough T, &
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I’m really not sure but I know that some
people think...
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I have read that ...
Fhld - ZFRALLDTITA

Apparently ...
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Who prefers shopping more, men or women?
BHELETR>EIDEWVIFERDIIZESSTLLON

Well, ’'m not sure if this is true for everyone but in my family ...
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*1 http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/iearningenglish/language/wordsinthenews/
* 2 http://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/worldhaveyoursay/
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News in English

RNEEZHATHES

This month’s selections from The Japan Times

‘Nadeshiko Japan’ chosen
as key phrase of the year

Minoru Matsutani
STAFF WRITER

“Nadeshiko Japan,” the nickname of
the national women’s soccer team,
has been awarded the prize for being
the No. 1 word or phrase of the year,
according to a panel of U-can Inc.,
an education and career support
company, that chooses 10 words or
phrases every year for the U-can
Shingo Ryukogo Taisho prizes.

Half of this year’s top 10 are relat-
ed to the March 11 triple-disaster.

The soccer team became a nation-
al sensation when it stunningly tri-
umphed in the Women’s World Cup
in Germany in July.

The disaster-related phrases that
generated the most buzz are “kizu-
na” (human bonds), “kitaku nan-
min” (people who can’t get home
due to transportation disruptions
after a disaster), “kodama deshou-

ka” (is that just an echo?), “3.11”
and “fuhyohigai” (harm caused by
unfounded rumors).

“Kizuna” came in for repeated use
by people and the media to empha-
size the importance of human sym-
pathy and relationships in helping
survivors of the March 11 disaster.

“Kodama deshouka” is a phrase
from a poem by poet Misuzu Kaneko
that was used in a public service
commercial by the Advertising
Council of Japan. The ad was aired
numerous times after the disaster
to say that people respond with
kindness when treated kindly by
others repeatedly.

The selection committee didn’t
rank the nine phrases after “Nade-
shiko Japan,” which received mas-
sive media coverage this year.

Nadeshiko means a flower called
pink in English, unique to Japan.
The word is also often used for beau-

Abuzz: Eiji Ueda (left), chairman of the women’s soccer committee of the Japan Football
Association, and comedian Tanoshingo show off plaques for phrases they created that
became widespread this year at a ceremony in Tokyo on Dec. 1.

tiful and strong Japanese women.
Other words making the top list
included “sumaho,” a Japanese ab-
breviation of smartphone and “dojo
naikaku” (loach Cabinet), a nick-
name for the Cabinet of Prime Min-
ister Yoshihiko Noda who compared

himself to a loach.

“Rabu chunyu” (love injection) is
a nonsense phrase used by comedi-
an Tanoshingo, who utters this
when he makes his signature ges-
ture of forming a heart shape with
his fingers.

Bhutan royals’ trip masks rights issues

Minoru Matsutani
STAFF WRITER

The recent visit by Bhutan’s king
and queen helped raise the country’s
profile in Japan and even spurred
interest in travel to the country, but
few Japanese seem to be aware that
Bhutan, often portrayed as an idyl-
lic Himalayan getaway, has forced
more than 70,000 Nepalese to leave
the country as refugees, many of
them stripped of their citizenship.
The Nov. 15 to 20 visit by King
Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck
and Queen Jetsun Pema — which
included meetings with the Imperial
Family, Prime Minister Yoshihiko
Noda and schoolchildren in disas-
ter-hit Fukushima Prefecture — re-
ceived widespread media coverage,
and their faces regularly appeared

.~ Campus Information

BKR, K#MHhS
HEDOHDFEI— R R
BERAXFEE. 2012F 10 A sHE
FHICKBL I TREEZTS>I—RZH
% 9 %, PEAK (Programs in English
at Komaba) &&ftirsnfcorOys
FLTIE 1 2FERIE—BRBEABZZO.
TR BRESEFICERINEZ2 D0
J—Z2DOWTFhHICED, I—XiF. H
BEAAMAFRI—R) & TERREZI—
21 BHB, "EEAAAERI—X TE

on television and in newspapers.

Following their visit, GNH Travel
and Services Co. saw inquiries
about tours to Bhutan quadruple
and the number of hits on its web-
site jump tenfold, company director
Masatoshi Honma said.

Kaze-Travel Co., which sells trav-
el packages to destinations off the
beaten track also received a spike
in inquiries about Bhutan after the
young royal couple’s visit.

Even the country’s biggest travel
agencies, including JTB Corp., re-
ported a sharp rise in customers
asking about tours to the small na-
tion — population 700,000 — sand-
wiched between China and India.

But the interest has yet to trans-
late into actual travel bookings to
the remote country, the agencies
said, blaming the lack of direct
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flights from Japan that makes trav-
eling to Bhutan a lengthy and ex-
pensive proposition.

According to the websites of Kaze-
Travel and JTB Grand Tours and
Services Inc., a package tour to
Bhutan costs between ¥300,000 and
¥700,000 for six to 11 days. Travel-
ers usually fly from Tokyo to Bang-
kok aboard a Thai Airways flight,
and then from Bangkok to the town
of Paro in Bhutan on Drukair, Bhu-
tan’s national carrier.

One of the issues that received a
lot of media coverage during their
trip was Bhutan’s Gross National
Happiness (GNH) index to measure
progress, rather than the standard
gross domestic product yardstick
normally used for gauging econom-
ic growth and thus national prosper-
ity. The results of a local poll in
which 97 percent of Bhutanese de-
clared themselves happy with their
lives was also widely reported.
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Royal meeting: King Jigme Khesar
Namgyel Wangchuck and Queen Jetsun
Pema of Bhutan meet Crown Prince
Naruhito in Tokyo.

But few Japanese appear to real-
ize that the sky-high level of con-
tentment indicated by the poll came
only after Bhutan had kicked out
tens of thousands of its citizens of
Nepalese descent.
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