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Journalist’s Eye
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Six months after the nuclear meltdowns in Fukushima Prefecture,
the public’s awareness of the threat posed by radiation is entering
a new phase: the realization that the biggest danger now and in the

future is from contaminated soil.

BEECORILBROS6N8. MEHRICKDBEICHIT DHERDBHEE. L
VERESICA DT, RE. TULCTHRECHITDIRRDEHEE. BRSNICTEDLS

FdEWDTEDDD DD,

The Japan Times TIESEDOH 11
H. BHAXEXOSEENRBLIZE
23T, BRVPRERFAREMSERCET
DREEZMEAF L, TD—2H AN
BYLHIEBFRICET ZEETT,

Dt LEEYHIRIX

METREFEICRAL. =W LT, £ZE

BENRZBVWEEDEMEEDLTE

NEEZHDICEALTIE. BEEFEAL
DT 2DENBLLB>TEXF L, —
FT. ZBICEENDERMES, Zh
S5ERNL TEODHEANOEENB RS
N3dL3ICHE->TETVBEDTY,
XHRFEE. REATHRESEDED
TEEREEREL. TOYYIERRHL
Fllco ThERZE, BEEPDITEL

While the nuclear crisis drags on at the power plant, thousands of
evacuees from Fukushima Prefecture — both forced and voluntary
— have been in chaos, not knowing when they can return home
and live there without fear of radiation exposure.
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What do you know about our company?
WEES

Z

I have known about your company for some time. I know that you were established in America in
1962, and that you are one of the market leaders in the insurance industry. I also know that you are
attempting to expand your business all over the world, which really attracted me to your company.

Where do you see yourself in 10 years?
W[EIE5)

I hope I will have moved up in the company by then. I would like to be a manager at some point
in my career, and if this is an opportunity for that in 10 years, then I would be very happy. I would
also love the chance to work overseas to some point. I am also very eager to learn new things, so I
hope I can learn new skills and somehow utilize them in my job.

which really attracted me to your company
At ZELEL TV SR ZIRZET,

I am also very eager to learn new things
B2 PRZLET.

HEENOEM

Do you have any questions? &EH
NESAZEMTIN BITEITHERX
L&D, EHEEIR. BMZELT BEE

utilize them in my job
BHICEMYT 2EBE /> TV ILERAET,
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MR- TWET,
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- It’s a pleasure to meet you.

- I'm glad to meet you.
BEFZUTHENDOBWEEZ2

- I've been looking forward to meeting you.

+ Thank you for giving me the opportunity to
meet with you.

WEHEE TR, BEZEAD
+ Thank you very much for your time.

Thank-you letter (fLiR)

H#E%% (<5, Thank-you letter (3L
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Subject: Thank you for your time today
Dear Mr. Smith,

BADZVWRBTTROLSICRENTEN
F WWEIRESZBZENTEED,

J

- I really appreciate the opportunity to meet
you.

Bt %Z(3H5
- I was really impressed with your company.

- This is definitely a company I would like to
work for.

WERE/F O TWDIEEEZD
- I look forward to hearing from you.
+ I hope to hear from you soon.
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I am writing to thank you for your time today. I really appreciated the opportunity to talk with you.

I was very impressed with your company, and my interview has reinforced my desire to work for
your company. I am very confident that if I am employed by your company, it would be of mutual
benefit.

If you would like to discuss the possibility of my working for you in more detail, I would be more
than happy to attend another interview. I hope to hear from you soon.

Yours sincerely,

Takashi Ogawa

thank you for your time today

REEEINT NI ENDRBHE(RZ £ T,

I was very impressed with your company
KA IR EZ I T EERZET,

my interview has reinforced my desire to
work for your company

B<HBIBE /I EEBAFT,

WDTLED? RAY 2T TELHE L TEFHE. @005
BEREIAZMNILSNET, K, HAHEHOBEZ;Z2THNMLET,

I would be more than happy to attend
another interview
ROEHEICEHScWEWSERERLE T,

I hope to hear from you soon
BIRERF > TVNB I EZBNET,

Y
How many clients a month do top salespersons in your company meet?
What are their close rates?
DN TEEN -V BEAADI AT NIRRTV, BRFEZIBHEZENSVTID,
Regarding the company’s business strategy, I think XXX is possible and needed by the market.
Would you inform me what you think about it?

2HDOSHROBREREFEHIICOVT, XXX bHBEIICRZEAMEBVET L, HEIERHTNBERN
FID. REREEDLSICHEEZTI D,

How many clients a month do top
salespersons in your company meet? How
much is his or her close rate?

My ZERN—Y VERRELEVWEVWSHBZTRY

I think XXX is possible and needed by the
market

TEBREAA—VIZN, HOPO-—X=HEHF
930 ELEEETE—ILLDD. HEFUYTY

EREOENMAE

BRITY, —EXELTWET, Zavhk « ¥—Y— (Scott Seeley) 1EE Bi% (Yoshimasa Uekusa)
I—FIKZE (Z2—3—2) TEL HAXPIRE, HARZRAX
ERESHZESL. EEIEHEA 55% 2 (DE%) £¥ES (£ % HRRARMHELERIRET, K
NE LB % '_*E 7 g$ . *ﬁﬁr?ﬁ ? Big, BEZRYR—Vr—ERT, BEEY, BIEX—LS(71>  (a
E%5TY, EENRLC2ADSETAZR BREUH TRy I BEE YR 251 TREDEBISE - BHBERETF .

FAVTIN—Z VTR —T v —
FERAEYYR—Iv—, BAE
EEEONAIVHIbe DT
ELDIBEREZITEER,

DMI%, EFRBERARE 1 Ko &
BRI T— 5 EHFVRIUYh
Fo BLRXOT—VIFAY
R RUSYHhDEYZIVEE.

EIEZEE, WOBRICZTHADVTWS
ADEESINZEVWSFEHHNES, BH.
NERDPETIE. BREBELDEHBI AT

\ &

FARREEMNOE) EWSENRINET—
[TIRDF LD KEDOHBEEETILIN—K-
AZET7 BT OMEHERICEDE, F—H

)
HRABEDE D R AREENT A B

ULATS

The Business Language Testing Service ” \
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Are you sure your message is
getting through?

BULATS

Fast, reliable,
and global 4
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=m: www.eiken.or.jp/bulats

tel 03-3266-6366 JORDAN

mail stepbulats@eiken.or.jp
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News in English
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This month’s selection from The Japan Times

U.N. World Heritage
listing has its price

Mizuho Aoki
STAFF WRITER

In June, news that Iwate Prefec-
ture’s historic Hiraizumi area would
be added to UNESCO’s World Heri-
tage List lifted the spirits of resi-
dents in the Tohoku region after the
March 11 Great East Japan Earth-
quake and tsunami.

Although Hiraizumi, like other
towns in the area, saw tourism
plunge after the catastrophe, visi-
tors have been flooding the area
ever since, tripling from 98,067 in
May to 292,640 in August, town au-
thorities say.

Mount Fuji and Kamakura, Kana-
gawa Prefecture, are the next two
sites Japan will submit for World
Heritage recognition in 2013.

Here are some questions and an-
swers about the World Heritage pro-
gram:

When did UNESCO’s World Heritage
program begin?

The first 12 sites, including the
Galapagos Islands of Ecuador and
Yellowstone National Park in the
United States, were inscribed to the
World Heritage List in 1978, after
the U.N. Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization adopted the
World Heritage Convention in 1972
to protect and preserve cultural and
natural sites of outstanding univer-
sal value.

The convention established its
World Heritage Committee, a rotat-
ing group of 21 nations, which meets
annually to decide on candidates
nominated by UNESCO’s 188 mem-
ber countries.

Japan signed the convention in
1992 and its first four sites — Bud-
dhist monuments near Horyuji
Temple in Nara, Himeji Castle in
Hyogo Prefecture, the Shirakami
Mountain Range in Akita and Ao-

mori prefectures and Yakushima
Island in Kagoshima Prefecture —
were added to the World Heritage
List the following year.

How many World Heritage sites are
there worldwide?

The list has reached 936 sites in 153
countries, including 725 cultural
heritage sites, 183 natural heritage
sites and 28 mixed properties.

As the famed list is now approach-
ing 1,000 sites, there have been calls
to focus less on expansion and more
on conservation of the designated
sites. Some argue that expanding
the list will dilute the meaning of
World Heritage.

Thus, the committee’s advisory
body has engaged in stricter pre-
liminary inspections of the candi-
date sites, experts say.

Including Hiraizumi and the Oga-
sawara Islands, both inscribed on
the list this year, Japan is home to
16 World Heritage sites, including
the historic villages of Shirakawa-
go in Gifu Prefecture and Gokaya-
ma in Toyama Prefecture, the
Shiretoko Peninsula in Hokkaido
and historic monuments in Kyoto.

How does the listing process work?
Sites can be only be nominated by
the country in which they exist.

Before a country nominates a site,
it must submit a tentative list to the
World Heritage Committee. That
list names the sites it plans to rec-
ommend over the next five to 10
years, UNESCOQO’s website says.

From the list, a country can nomi-
nate up to two sites per year to the
committee.

In Japan’s case, there are 10
other sites besides Mount Fuji and
Kamakura on its tentative list wait-
ing to be nominated.

Before the committee makes its
decisions, its advisory bodies — the

Shining symbol : The Golden Hall at Chusonji Temple, a World Heritage site in the
Hiraizumi area of lwate Prefecture, is housed in a sealed glass structure to help prevent
its decay.
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Inspired sparks: Fireworks detonate behind Itsukushima Shrine, a World Heritage site in
Hatsukaichi, Hiroshima Prefecture, on Aug. 15.

International Council on Monu-
ments and Sites (for cultural heri-
tages) and the International Union
for Conservation of Nature (for nat-
ural heritages) — visit and evaluate
the proposed sites.

Based on their reports, the World
Heritage Committee makes a final
judgment at its annual meeting.

Once a property is designated, the
host government must submit a
monitoring report about the site to
the committee every six years.

Who draws up the nomination docu-
ments in Japan?

Local governments are supposed to
generate the applications, but be-
cause most don’t have experts on
historical or environmental sites,
some ask outside experts to make
the documents for them.

“The documents are voluminous.
They need to include drawings of
the proposed site, details about its
components and many other data.
In the case of Mount Fuji, it’s about
300 pages,” said Haruhisa Furuta,
head of The Sekaiisan Research In-
stitute, a Hiroshima-based think
tank on World Heritage issues.

Translating the documents poses
another hurdle, he said.

“They must be translated into
English or French. Literal transla-
tions are not good,” Furuta said,
adding that it is very difficult to ac-
curately express a site’s cultural
background in a foreign language.

Furthermore, it costs about ¥10
million to complete the documents,
he said.

What advantage is there in winning
World Heritage status?

World Heritage status is a huge ad-
vertising draw and a lure for tour-
ists, experts say.

“It is very difficult to show in fig-
ures the economic effects of being
named a World Heritage site. The
number of visitors will certainly in-
crease and this has a multiplier ef-
fect, when considering accommoda-
tions, souvenir shops and job cre-
ation,” Furuta said.

For example, after the Iwami
Ginzan Silver Mine in Shimane Pre-
fecture made the list in 2007, tour-
ism increased, from 400,000 in 2006
to over 813,200 in 2008, according to
Oda City Hall.

“Other positive effects include the
attitudes of locals. Many develop a
greater attachment to their home-
towns and become prouder,” Furuta
said.

What is the downside?

The biggest threats to the Japanese
World Heritage sites are posed by
the environmental and property
damage being caused by the result-
ing increase in tourists.

After the villages of Shirakawa-go
and Gokayama were inscribed in
1995, tourism more than doubled
from 600,000 a year to 1.5 million,
according to Shirakawa village.

Due to the increase, buses and
cars crowd the local roads, altering
the lives of the residents. Some also
claim the increase in crowds, sou-
venir shops and restaurants ruin the
tranquility of the area further.
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