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Newly-elected Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda made a practical
shift not to visit the war-tainted Yasukuni Shrine during his tenure
to avoid triggering diplomatic tension with neighboring Asian

countries.
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It is difficult to win a retrial in Japan but many of the convicted
are waiting for their turn to be proven innocent including Nepalese
Govinda Prasad Mainali who is serving a life sentence for the 1997

robbery-murder.
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What are your weaknesses?

WEES

There are one or two things that I would like to improve. Firstly, I think I am a perfectionist. I always
want things to be perfect, but sometimes there is not enough time for that, especially in business.
So, I am trying to lower my standards a little, while still trying to do everything to the best of my
ability. Also, I think I sometimes get frustrated when I can’t do something. I am very confident and
would like to do many things by myself. But I have realized that teamwork is becoming more and
more important, so I have begun to start trusting and relying on people more than I did.

while still trying to do everything to the best of my ability
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would like to do many things by myself
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I have begun to start trusting and relying on people
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Why should we hire you?
WEES

Why do you want this job?

WEES

Actually, I have several reasons. Firstly, I have always wanted to work for a foreign company. I
am interested in other cultures and would love the opportunity to work with people from other
countries. Secondly, your firm has an excellent reputation and is a company that I would be
proud to work for. Finally, I believe I am ready to make a contribution now. If I joined a Japanese
company, it would probably be several years before I would be given that opportunity.

== h1

1 think at this point it is very difficult to make promises about performance, but I can certainly make
a promise about my professionalism. I am always punctual, rarely take time off, and always come
well-prepared and ready to go. Furthermore, though I said I can’t promise, I am very confident
that I can be a success with this company. I have a lot of passion, drive and commitment, and will
certainly give 100% all of the time. I also have the desire to be the best. Other people’ s success will
spur me on and motivate me to improve my own performance. So, if I had to answer your question
in three words, I would say professionalism, commitment and determination.

I am always punctual, rarely take time off, and always come well-prepared
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if I had to answer your question in three words
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Could you give me a self-introduction?

WEES
Yes, of course. As you know, my name is Yuka Nakajima and I am a graduate of XX University. My
major was foreign languages. I am very interested in foreign cultures, which is one of the reasons I WHPWNTLEN? hiE U’ﬁ‘f.ﬁb:ﬁi% LB ai‘ Eﬁ% I<hizb ﬁ*u L[_‘_ﬁ
applied for this position. .
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BZEPR
What are your strengths?
WEES
I have often been told that I have excellent people skills. Whenever my friends had a problem,
either at university or personally, they would often come to me. So I think I am very approachable.
In addition, I think I have excellent organizational skills, especially my time management. At
university, there were always many tight deadlines to meet, and my classmates often looked to

me to guide them. Finally, I would say that I am very flexible. Whenever something changes, I am
always able to adapt and do well.
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IELTS

DAZYT7{ERDIY

Bri tish COllnCﬂ i IELTS i‘j"ﬁ B VN by Alan Milby (British Council SZ2547)

IELTS XHRICDWVTHY LIFTEIARTT L, il %27 RIE, IELTS 7 A FOHT—HHL L LWV S HHAZ L

Yo7 IVERE

SECTION 1

Questions 1 — 8
Complete the form below.
Write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS AND/OR A NUMBER for each answer.

PACKHAM’S SHIPPING AGENCY - customer quotation form

Example
Country of destination: Kenya

Name: Jacob 1............

Address to be collected from: 2 ............ College, Downlands Rd

Town:  Bristol

VAZYTTALTY, Z0OY 2 TIVBIEEREICBOTOHENZ THALE T,

[ELTSDURZV I TFRAMME4DDEIV 3
VTREERENTWET, HERFREIIE 40 2T
£T4E7y 3V HOEELRIFRRIC 30 2
FREINFEY. BERKICERZESAT
BEARZIC 10 MEAEISNTVWETD
T, BESRNTWSHEIZBERRICES
AEY, BIERRICATIZREICLTRE
Fl&Do

9. ERNEERRZVONRIFTH

YavoBEEHNTINDEIC. BMERRICE
MTWBHRREPIRRICERER<BEELT
BWIESNEWTLEDS, BEEEZDD
M BEERFRON HFEEITH. H5
WZA. B, CHSERONEVNSTERTT,
Ffo. MAOEBELETRE., E0L3CE
RIS XWH BB SHTABRNET, D
FEEEIYa >y cEiHDEIT DT, i
SEDIFTELNEMD MDD, FKEDTiNn

4 o Postcode: 3............ ZFEY, ANEXEIRICEETAREDIT EONDIENTEET,
Size of container: FU&S. INSDI SRR REBRDET, DRZVITFRAREEWR, BEAERD
* EHOFEETREITZ2DEBERTIIHOFEE BERh, BEADGNIEHZIFE. &5
* ;‘\Heightzs ~~~~~~~~~~~~ Contents: clothes ho BIZIE. BIREETHNIE. DH SR AERNDAREENS<RDES, e, T
Length: Lsm— ] |, g CTHAMNERBEZWTUES TRE, 224 ANSBICBNIZ BB EEHBED =D
Wil Total estimated value:: 8£............ ELRLET, o, FBERKICE X EEDLNTVWET DT, IO ERERME

Tapescript for IELTS Listening Recording 1

You will hear a telephone conversation between a customer and an agent at a company which ships large boxes
overseas.

A

>

Good morning Packham’s Shipping Agents. Can I
help you?

Oh yes, I'm ringing to make enquiries about
sending a large box, a container, back home to
Kenya from the UK.

Yes, of course. Would you like me to try and find
some quotations for you?

Yes, ... college.

Westall College. And where’s that?

It’s Downlands Road, in Bristol.

Oh yes, I know it. And the postcode?

1t’s BS8 9PU.

Right ... and I need to know the size.

Yes, I've measured it carefully and it’s 1.5m long ...

>POUP>POD>POD>POD>POD>T

TEMEARICEESEIRICIE. BERD
THEWKSICERICEELTVWEELLS,
XEZTBRICIGEVILEFESHEFHD
FHA, BE>TAELCUE->THIER
Z5|<IRELT, EFNZHINBWLSICUE
L&D BTHRERKICELKEZETRHE
[FHDFETL. HUILZFE->TWBEICE
ERBREBERUCUESAEESGH SN

[EUoMDEEERUTREELLLD, BT VT
v1id, &AEICHE BEhd. BENG
BHREREMBEVWSEEKTIE, P—ER
) EBVRFET, BFLANIICENT
BLLEVWWTLED,
FRFTIETO M1 BHDE T HIZIE.
BRESPERICERUE BVELE
DETIELIEN T 22ENHDET, BFEIEE

B Yes, that'd be great. Thank you. Rieht
A Well first of all, I need a few details from you. 0 17g5m wide 5TY, ERCEEE, BUTWBIBRICERT DIEHR
B Fine. : = — N N . — N Sy
A Can ke your name? OK. BOOD0tsvavid, BETES  HMNTETH, TCCTNDERIEE RS
B It's Jacob Mkere. Andit’s 0.5m high or deep. SNBRRICOVTORETT, FIZE. & DIFHRVESITLELELS,
A Can you spell your surname, please? Great. So I'll calculate the volume in a moment B ~ . .
A Jayou spell your sumame plese? and gt some quotesFortha. B st can you 9vaV 1 BHRTOFRICHT3RE T, £ BMEOLA 7o PSS EEETT, 7Y
> . me, you know, very generally, what will be in the . R R _ _ _ . . _
A Is that ‘M’ for mother? box? 723V 2R PARGEDHITTDORER TAYYAAIIIIINDTA N VTR
P A . B Yes there's mostly clothes BT BHELVSEATY, EN220t  MBEASNTLEIOT, &EIVaV0R
ank you, and you say that you will be sending A OK. [writing down] § " - | . R
e bovioken? B And thores come books. DyaViE, BB - HEBREEEST  HEONS. EARMENEEIN TS
at’s right. A OK. Good. Um ... Anything else? RN T . ST, = - . =
A And :vhere would you like the box picked up B Yes, there’s also someytoys.g ‘ \i?—o &7 /i,/_s ‘i?ﬁ_ﬂzti‘tﬁ@uﬁuiﬁ—tx PCTIENIGTE545 L(— LJTEFD =3 .L/J: i
from? . A OK and what is the total value, do you think, of the €72 av4BEMNGT —VICEE I B A (& B : http://www.britishcouncil.org/
From college, if possible. contents?

>0 >0

Yes, of course. I'll take down the address now.
It’s Westall College.
Is that W-E-S-T-A-L-L?

B Well the main costs are the clothes and the books
— they’ll be about £1500 but then the toys are
about another two hundred — so I'd put down £1700.

EWSTERTETY,

HME4zrY 3T 40 BHBEINET,
BIREE. EEHE. 5TE - K - KRERO
A R AT R - 7O0—Fv—hOR

Jjp/japan-exams-ielts-practice.ntm)
Z<DREREF. ELTS D4TEFEDTX

rOFTURZV T FTAND—FH#HUD ST

EEWET, URZVITANIEEZRE

Answers: 5 0.5 m/metre(s)/meter(s) (high/deep) / (a) half (a)

1 Mkere me;fifg,ﬁmhig‘)vdeepﬂ V2 m (high/deep) / 50 1B, XERR. BEES - F01- AROD W2EVWSZEINATANTINS, BRA
N cm(s) (high/deep . = N N S > -

e 687 ineither order (some) books (some) oys MEINAE, BEOEEEFSEIETY,  ZIETBERUBIEHHBNBELNE Ao

4 0.75 m/metre(s)/meter(s) (wide) / three(-)quarter(s) (of) 8 1,700 BEE, AFURAPTRAYA, A—=ARFYT, Bz, BENANEBRICEFT S

(a) metre/meter (wide) / % m (wide) / 75 cm(s) (wide)

Words in brackets are optional - they are correct, but not necessary. Alternative answers are separated by a slash (/).

Za—Y-SVRBEDIEIERTIEVL
T, —EULMEKZENTEF A, BEY

ENEERDTTY,
BHSADBRIZEHDET !

IELTS
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® [ELTS(7 A TJL*V-International English Language Testing System) [FHEEBEADBZO BIE%EE
T AD-HDEEEERRENGHER

o EHEME.AFHEDEEIMNSAFYRA—R NS YT . TA)H HFFTEDIBOE L Hhig-6000LL £
DRE-BATHEE - L EECE TR S HR TERMI1505 AHZER

¢ AT RRMEE L HE. 8. KR AP L5 & ALIRALE 38 2R chif
BAEBERERSE IV T4 YA AUV IILOEREEIZL Y FEEAH L

o R—NN—AR—RTERIERBBP D RE—F U ITHBIERA T4 ITRE—H—DHBRELDIRTD
miERR

o £ F-WEFZFUMN S EROSEICE L - HER X

e JF 4y a N )L TIKIELTSSAER X 3 0 — R 2R - #E THAz& www. britishcouncil .or. jp

HRBDHZAMA,

HRHRBHBIELTST

BRVEHOE-ZERE LA L (B) BAKEREHSIELTSEBFHE T ww. eiken.or. jp/ielts

T

BRITISH

COUNCL  WHASHGERE =

(81) BAREREBRET VT o2 2 HI VIV BRTOELTSERREZEL VL&Y,
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News in English

RNEEZHATHES

This month’s selections from The Japan Times

South Korean bands invade Asian neighbor

K-pop strikes a chord
in Japanese market

Minoru Matsutani
STAFF WRITER

Korean pop groups began gaining
popularity and media exposure in
Japan last year, singing and danc-
ing on TV shows and appearing in
commercials.

Fluent in Japanese, the so-called
K-pop phenomenons go out of their
way to impress fans with their dedi-
cation to the language and their
high regard for the market. And
being young, sexy and cute are defi-
nite advantages in the Japanese
market.

No matter how big a supporter of
Japan American pop star Lady
Gaga may be, it is hard to imagine
her releasing an album with a sig-
nificant number of Japanese songs.

Following are some questions and
answers on Korean pop music:

Why did K-pop become so popular?
Over the past decade, South Korean
TV dramas have been all the craze
in Japan, especially with women.
K-pop soon followed. Although terri-
torial and political issues saw some
hiccups, it was a time of increasing-
ly friendly cultural exchanges.

South Korea and Japan hosted the
2002 FIFA World Cup soccer tourna-
ment, which was considered a huge
success and a boost to diplomatic
relations.

As ties warmed, Seoul began ag-
gressively supporting the export of
South Korean culture abroad.

In the same year, Japan’s nation-

al broadcaster NHK began airing
Fuyu no sonata (Winter Sonata), a
South Korean drama that quickly
triggered a phenomenon called
Hanryu (Korean Wave). The series,
which was especially popular with
middle-age women, was considered
well-written with good acting while
adeptly probing the universal
themes of love, sickness, death and
suspense — reaching depths rarely
seen in Japanese dramas.

The 2005 Japan debut of boy group
Toho Shinki is considered the dawn
of the K-pop boom. BoA and other
South Korean singers had achieved
certain successes, but Toho Shinki
lit the fire.

Toho Shinki first sang ballads
mainly, but then around 2008 start-
ed to focus more on choreographed
dancing.

Is K-pop linguistically Japan-focused,
and if so, why?

Yes; for one thing, it makes good
business sense. South Korea’s do-
mestic music market is smaller
than Japan’s, which is Asia’s larg-
est by far.

Japan was the world’s second
largest music market, after the
U.S., in 2008, with a 22 percent glob-
al share, according to the Interna-
tional Federation of the Phono-
graphic Industry. South Korea had
only a 1 percent share, making it
18th in the world and second in Asia.

Which K-pop groups stand out?
Shojo Jidai, aka Girls’ Generation,

Big in Japan: Members of Korean pop group Kara — also popular in Japan — attend a
press event on Sept. 14 in Seoul upon the release of their new album.

and Kara are the most popular fe-
male groups, while Toho Shinki is
arguably the top male group.

According to Japan music rank-
ing company Oricon, Toho Shinki’s
album Ion 2010 was No. 7 and its sin-
gle “Break Out!” hit No. 16 last
year. In July this year, Kara’s sin-
gle “Go Go Summer” was the fourth
most popular and the self-titled
Girls’ Generation album was No. 7.

The K-pop boom got a big lift on
Aug. 25, 2010, when Girls’ Genera-
tion performed at Ariake Coliseum
in Koto Ward, Tokyo, playing before
a crowd of 22,000. After the concert,
Girls’ Generation and Kara both be-
came hot topics in the Japanese
media.

Does K-pop’s popularity reach be-
yond Japan and South Korea?

Last year, the genre enjoyed a boom
in China and Southeast Asia. It was
a time when the South Korean
music industry was heavily promot-

ing artists in those countries. Some
K-pop groups even have Chinese
members, making their music an
easy sell for Chinese fans.

How do K-pop and J-pop differ?
Both boast young, good-looking
idols, but K-pop focuses more on
wholeness and maturity, while
J-pop focuses on incompleteness
and immaturity. For example, the
J-pop band AKB48 makes fans want
to root for every one of the girls and
see them grow up, while Girls’ Gen-
eration and Kara fascinate fans
with their dancing, sexuality and
apparently everlasting cuteness.

Will K-pop continue to be popular?
In Japan, yes, more so than in
China, Taiwan or Southeast Asia,
because Japanese tend to listen to
the same music over and over. How-
ever, only two or three South Kore-
an groups will retain their stardom
in the future.

Hitachi, Sony, Toshiba to create global LCD firm with government help

Kazuaki Nagata
STAFF WRITER

On Aug. 31, Hitachi Ltd., Sony
Corp., Toshiba Corp. announced a
plan, with the participation of the
Innovation Network Corp. of Japan
(INCJ), to merge their LCD opera-
tions and create the biggest compa-
ny in the global market for small-
and medium-size liquid crystal dis-
plays, which are used in products
such as flat-screen TVs, smart-
phones and tablet and notebook
computers.

After the merger, the new compa-
ny, Japan Display, will have the
largest global market share of 22
percent in that LCD sector, ahead of

Sharp Corp., which has 15 percent,
and South Korea’s Samsung Elec-
tronics Co.’s 12 percent.

INCJ, a government-backed in-
vestment fund that aims to boost the
competitiveness of domestic firms,
will invest ¥200 billion in Japan Dis-
play. The merger will integrate Hi-
tachi Displays Ltd., Sony Mobile
Display Corp. and Toshiba Mobile
Display Co.

INCJ will hold 70 percent of Japan
Display’s shares and the three com-
panies 10 percent each.

“The purpose of this integration is
to survive in the increasingly com-
petitive global market,” said INCJ
President Kimikazu Nomi.

“It is a market that Japanese

makers can dominate with their ad-
vanced technologies. This is a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity,” Nomi
said at a news conference in Tokyo.

Sony, Toshiba and Hitachi plan to
fully integrate their subsidiaries by
next spring and aim to increase
their combined sales from a pro-
jected ¥570 billion in fiscal 2011 to
Y750 billion in fiscal 2015. Japan
Display will aim to become a listed
company in fiscal 2015, which ends
March 31, 2016.

The small and medium-size LCD
market is projected to post average
annual growth of 21 percent between
2010 and 2015, largely due to surging
demand for smartphones and tablet
computers. Sales are forecast to grow

from ¥1.6 trillion to ¥4.2 trillion dur-
ing that period.

Executives from the three elec-
tronics makers believe the new
company will be able to dominate
overseas firms, especially increas-
ingly competitive Asian rivals such
as Samsung.

“It is important to make steady
investments in research and devel-
opment, as well as in facilities to
keep leading the market,” said
Toshiba President Norio Sasaki.

The investment from INCJ and
“the economies of scale we’ll
achieve by combining forces ... are
necessary to continue to compete
globally, which is why Toshiba de-
cided (to join the deal),” he said.
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