The Japan Times

The Universi

August 2011 Vol. 13

[ a—7 U DRI IR D T A

ty Times

http: //jtimes.jp/utimes

produced by IELTS by STEP X The JapanTimes ©THE JAPAN TIMES, LTD. 2011

CONTENTS

B Visit a Global Company @ 7'01—/\) L1 254R]

AT F 704X

M Journalist's Eye ! SFHIMCE DR

&R  THREHRRAIE.

B English for Careers : BUEREE FIF S

RXBEENDEESQ

B Shu-katsu Counseling : BEVEDALRZEHEE L K5

KEADFEHA FS 1>
..................................................................... 5
W University’s Challenge @ EFF3RICER WG KZF
BAZFRFEDEFXZIE
..................................................................... 6

W ETS : 7R bxfsR

AE—FVIHEDNIY
..................................................................... 7
Bl News in English
RXELEZHATHED
..................................................................... 8

Visit a Global Company © 'O—/VLi2sAR~
NI Fr—EREDS
{52 T 1000 [E&5%ZBIET
HEABHDKRITR4LIC

Vol. 3 NS I A F T AT R #IS

LH ORI TEENDMHEN TALOIES, St A
F o T A s TRIINEROE I R AT A, M TORAKTE
HICT 4 —=IVEEILFES L LTWV5S, ZAKEEDRD

ZHDONMEZ?

RBAKIHERESROEZHFHEN 20
ROBFICHRITNFr—EIYRAZIUE LT
THS 30 &, BANRIZDADHKISAIT]
ADFIRAUTOWSHRR R TAF - 7P - TR
(BUF. HIS). $E3RICIEAMGELETE

HNRAFOD JTB #BZ 2 TICHE U,
BRE. HIS. [$S5R2REZXIT B
IC T1000 JE&HETEL ZHELTWD, BT
OIEHHIE. BRICH 270 [Efs. BN
115 [E&H, S#%5FDMIC 600 EHHDR

BABHORITRLICHERUEHRARKTIAF - 71 - TR, FRAD 1 AMNEEICB DB EERLEDEATVDS

HEELTRD. BITBEANOHERRL
LTW3, it [ERHSZIBYINENHD
MEWSE, TNETIVINTY REEBE A E
fEofcBMMLERIC, FoNNTY REEEE 2%
BlctE3ct, HIS. AR TORETMZE %
BRFE ™Y P —ERFEEFONF TREL BT
zhhsld. AEAEBERLZERLUANONE
NEBTORREE IR RERIELESELT
WBMDTH B,
YNV REVRRIFARANDEEFZIR
WTRIFT20ODFERDT, HEEEILOHRICE
ENBNIXEEIFTEERT, LHL. PURN
UYREYRZAE, BHIOBENIDEZBICIE
HWEBAD, RERRYPAY SV THESR
ZHRFEL W ENH D, HEBA. B
DFIRINTV RIETEIKEFZAME 600
[EHADEELTVWDDTT

I5FEBBDIE. ABHTIV—THERBF—L
DF —LY—F— I\ —S AT,
rTICEBRLISEATRD, REDARLEF
BD1EINNEFEICIHE>TVWET, £l |’
WTA—AILIRBUABARYYIOFT
BERYRXIAY NI TEZHIZARTHE
ZRFIRID, BRIGISREHROTNET

1000 [EfEtEZBF 2z LT HIS. &
EDESIRAMZRHTNDDIZE DD,
DEEU WA BIEHE, AEEZSESIAD
Ihs8W, —ATEEIFTEEFRA, I3
Z—2a>EBUT. ADAZLWNTED

REANE - BBERL NEVIL—T #BAF—L F—L
=5 —DIHE—E A

BEODEEICED>TLD, EBMACENT
I3 RBENCE RO XLICEVWD H DD T,
RO AEZEBCESAATV, BEFRNR
J22=7—YavEADEDEEICGA->TK
BEEZTVWET)

EFNARIZI 2= —YaviEhense,
BIZILREF . FRBNEEEDEVNSDIE?
TEENFETZEVSDIIRBICIIRDET
. BLETHRBICTETEEA, MR
FRICEDE I IRARICITBEDORRICE
DB D E R TVWEZWTY, TALTZ
ABBREENUTHW, ZOLETEEREEZ
ZONBATTIEVWSHEFRALIEW, Fe.
INETORITE Y RAITIFRWE SR, &
a7 1 T4 7= RHU TS A EE ICKSD
TWEY, 201, HAEEICEZORIE
TAVERITTREDFE A, HoEH. BED
A THRENTERLY EWSATH, FA
EEDOZERRICERDEREBOLANILIEGE
W B&o&URBANGHNIE, HEBHIEHE
[E T CENAIREICERBWET

FPREARTEFPUT7ZROIENS

ElFWR, HIS. IEAE T hiEd <z
THEENTEDDIFTIEERN,
TR REANICERNOEETFID
S5ORY—hTY, BEDLERIEICSD,
B to C DL I v—IRITDERTE. LWokbB/E
HEEcogEcmz. EEOI-ILtY
F—. AVTA2 EANEE. FRRITOE
FINGBDET, £TIEZFITEEBRESEMR
Lighis, FrUFPZBATWLIEEERY, R
EOEBEMRITEVWEEREAL4~5FF
D 20 R, ZITOVRIAY NRER%
BCBMNCIT>THESSTENZWTY, &b



2 The University Times IELTS by STEP X The JapanTimes

Visit a Global Company

7 O—/N)L{EEHM

DREFBEAMEOTENERDZADZ
ERUBDTIO, BB TITZF v
VR EABZEDD, T ITIFZEND
PITIEHDFETA., FI HEEHE LN
TLIEEW,

Rl IMSADSIND SHEEEN %
TRSBEICTRINA REES 5Tz,
MEFEMRORRFEIRBADL NLSITRED
F9, TCBICDOKECBICIESEHNHD DI,
WEB i TINRTEH>feRICiRD, [EEHT

Ha—

/\‘)\xﬁ%d)%%étz%< !

SN EDIRWNADWNZDT B, HEERHC
TCORRIEE, EARBEITRINDIHS
U BEYHRIEDRNBNEB D TT
M2y EEMBERBEMZELZDITZDTIH.
BphAsUOVYINGREEEDER, IR
BEZRT EFETREDRBHINLO>NDE
EANREHZERBVETL, BOOFRICK
LTERICAZEE>TWSDTHNIE. 5
Wo lcfTENSEN D& BULNET,

Rifl, EEICEHDIHICERORNE

ZEZDED RIFBEZ®P, TVRN)—Y—
ROEZEZAREITEAL. ZORLETAEL
WD LD LTWRWADZ W, ZFZD
oz, BROREFE->TEHREED. BED
DOETRTREUT. BHDETEXT. Mk
FEHELTUILWTI

X1 AVNDUREEE - HREEDSHNIAICH U, BHEHTEROY
R=b KT AT FIWYTF—REDFRY. RRBOTFRE
ZE{T 5,

X2 FPUNNTYREEE - R SHRREANRTI DAL, HRIT
HPVT—IRFEITOME. FRERERENS, A - BFEL—tO
Bih. BRABEICESFE T BICRILIEYRR TSV ET T,

EorEREMLED

Love Peace TRAVEL

KR IAF -7 IR

1980 £, FIEBIUARLA VY —FaFIYT7—X
BRI, MRITERORYFr—0FEELTI—XFTIiE
AMZR B DIRFENS R Y — b, 1990 FICHBERED Tk
R TAF - 74 - TR, ICEE, RETIE BIME
PEEHRIT. fthitEeBHT SV ROy T —I YT —1RE
TBIAIRSHBERITRIEEICRRU. 3217 30 BEEIZ
CIRTE. ERNEFEFIE 270, BAOHRIE 115 282
% FHTENRITORIRE Td. ERNORITRETIENY
7 (2011 E489. BATERLD), KEE, FRU
UIe\D ATV IRZAER R Z G U, BERHEZE.
http://www.his-j.com/

*tﬂf:r.fi)lzl:_ﬁf 13T

Fife e JKEB Xh

BRI AF - 714 - IR
BN EERIBNSEEEK IV
GIV—71)—4—

1997 F A, BEREHH. AT LRRIERT 2005 EN55 1 - NV AVXETIFHYH. REIBNE
EXREBNELEUE I —TDOTIN—T) =5 —ZBHTW\S

Q. BAEOABTEHZITIEEWL

A. HIS. |3 1000 [E&hETEZHESHTED,
INHSEISITEANDHIEZELLTL
FETY, BHMETZINTORMGEZED
ESOHFADIERD T, BANDOHIEET
BZHELTWEYD, D1, 2FEIFTH,
WBWBLREEDHFEAEEZLE L, AY
T A TATIA. AVRDOTFININTURE
DIERIFER/IA=ILATI L, BERFT=T7IC
WEEEZSELTRD. RIYIIET =7 A
T, HIESHEMNCE, BEETIE 7110

ATV THBAMURDT 7o R—I =L
1eb. 7292 axv—T 7427 DBHNRE.
E5ITIE Ponta A—REDTIRL—23 v LT
YIITOEWYTEISIE N, R1bbin
HENBVATLDBABEETVWEUI,

Q. AHKHSREDIRELZDOTIH

A. 1997 AL, ROHEESER
DBICH BN TRIVTV T —F Y RFTBEET
SEMEEERBUE U, 2000 FICYR
TLRETIL—TICBED, 2005 £h51E5
A DI\ AU XIEICHME, 2008 FICTIRBEL

TERHICRED, EEYXRBEYI—TRHE
R TREOSEBICRBINE UL, ¥
ATREAVNTYREBOREEZLTED,
BEFEIPVESUpofceE2DT ANIL—
vav, NAPHAR, IRFILDFE. KT
IWEEANTERICEHILED T 20N E5E
iz,

Q. BAERERFCEFSIZBHOELED

A . EEEETFSNON, bIH 1B
T ERERFRIC—EUINMT o &R
L. FMBEIBDEEBEHLLARNGEL, &
BERZDN. Y1BEREZDH. EE5NK
WO S/DSIRN, EDHZRT, F1BEE
SPoTHETNIEI VDB SIEND T,
RHcAT<ETD 1 HABIEREBZMALE
Ufco TID. 1 ANIBBERAERUCERE
MNEFT EETIAZ2=r—yavER3S
ELTH, ABREBITFLL. MISHR
BN TFCENEADHFEDZNDTTY,

NYAVXEORT Y76, 100 AH, H
KADIBALIFTEDIFINRNTYA A, ZD
SERENTEDANEDNSWT, BARGE
MNADBDIE 10 NiBE, FEBIMEZZWN
EESLELSHBRWRER > fcDT. FRIF
BARENTEZ T ARTYIIAHWTT RS
UL—2avDHEEEUGHISEEE RO,
KBETZAR—KLyRVICE>T, 248
TAZa = —yavIicRSRWVEEICIEE
EULHR U, 9H1BKBEWEDE, IRTILDE
EIPA—F—DRADNTET, —HEICER
ATfTo=h, VY —NTERICT 272D T3
KBWLRDFELUR, Y13B%ZFE2HEAA
DRI -1zDT, T—HEBaIcLeBE5E
LTWBE [iFBZF->TESZcEbH >
fcERBWET,

Q. #BAToOETRIBILIE

A. EE %Ezéwtﬂb<bb\7ttﬂ7a®
i K{K’é%ﬂ%c‘thc‘:ub\i_ﬁ TC&Z_
YAIERELGET, AABZI=ZI0LTWT,

5 SERFERESE . BMERORIBICZAY h Fithit
BNBD. EEI/—FTIY—PTOBRI o1z, BIbD
EEAERZERNICEZZH. BICETANAXAS%
HoTwieWws

DAVTDULTWBATI R, ~FBEHAH->TH
AADBEIADRSTVBDIC, F1AD
HARKIFIFEHBHS (YA RVT41 (H
BV, KLKR)) BATE>TWS, ZD
Eo>TWBEERT, ISIKEBRADREES
ADRRZEWSTeE DR, 1 DZESVTER
BEMZDETIE b TR TWBALL
EEDVWFATR O Uiz e B D £ UT,
TH, FNTRHED LFLWDHEWTT, ]
HWOSEEZEZ T, ROz, D
T THAANEZDLSICRUDATRE L) £
ZTWLWhaWE, BFEEERSNTLSH
DRDSIENTINS,

Q. ZEAFRINARZHEEVWLET

A. HIS. IZiE TTeExRBUTH, Frly
IHETBIENEE, EWSHEANHDET,
HELEHRKITZDIEZHEDEZ T A,
RIS B2ETPDEIFTDENSTIFEH AL
MSTY, BHICRRSY. Bg icamcFv
Lyygaceld. TSKRUBERLEERBL
9, TUT INDSIFREBRLREDHNEE
ERRCEHEBICHRDET, HIS. ICAKRT
BE, FERMICIEBNESICEMET B8
HEHENTY L. MOSHLICHEEL TEHEN
EDEGE [[EBIFSNBVEDICIR>TLBET
TY, PEDSBICEZEZN BIMTHRTT
UCREZESH TS,

BRESADOSHERTA1TLER

FAICWeZBIEFT—RLARRIEFEEA
TUfzo FAIE2VETIN, ThE&IC
DHTESENYHDEDHRICTA ST,
A=Y ERULIBBATY, Y1TANDTY
V—EBERFICE. ThERRICEVGE
BZEUTLWB AN VNEEWTT (%K),




IELTS by STEP X The JapanTimes _The University Times 3

Journalist’s Eye

RFHERE DHRR

HARDZ 2 —A%ZJGBTHRIELE S |

YE 7@l The Japan Times it & hVak
HAD 5 ZMHIEA BT D.004

HATEZ > T ZIMANRZA ZIFICHEE O, JeHHORIK
RERMNEFITREY, MHOTFRZHRL, TNZHENCTDNY P
NG 2AFIVARDENZ DR, TOIA—F—T, J¥HilH The
Japan Times DAL TE LW,
TEZLICRZEDDAVEHZATEL S, B3N, COEKICTES

Vol. 3 by Minoru Matsutani

HieE O BORR D el 7z . IARILLHIT S DD o T,

BEHAOHERFTEZAE! ?

Cutting power at night maybe overdoing it. To avoid blackouts,
consumption needs to be cut only at peak times, which in the
summer is between 1 p.m. and 4 p.m. weekdays.
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Leave radiation checks to experts. Ordinary citizens should ask
~ municipalities to check radiation level of places they are worried

about.
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XX DEPARTMENT STORE, GINZA, JAPAN
Sales Advisor (June 2009 — June 2011)

J

- Responsible for determining customer needs and advising them on their purchases.
- In charge of the store in the absence of the store manager.
- Responsible for dealing with complaints and providing satisfactory solutions for unhappy

customers.

- Responsible for coordinating and supervising a team of sales assistants.

- Responsible for handling money on the premises.

- In charge of merchandizing stock to make it appealing to the customers.
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July 30th, 2011

To whom it may concern, (¥3%)

It is my privilege to write you a letter of recommendation for Mr. Takeshi Ogawa, who has been
working with us since June 1st, 2009 as a mathematics instructor at ABC University.

While working he is very professional at all times and was very popular with the students. He is
not only very skillful but also enthusiastic. He is one of the best teachers at our mathematics class.
He is very capable and efficient in executing tasks required of him, and also he often works on his

own initiative.

His teaching skills are very effective. Therefore, the students that Mr. Ogawa teaches enjoy his
lessons very much. Because of this, their mathematical level and ability improved very quickly.

Mr. Ogawa is always punctual, well dressed, polite and very professional. He takes his work very
seriously and I am sure he can achieve anything he puts his mind to.

I offer Mr. Ogawa my highest regards and recommendation. I am sure that his professional attitude
and enthusiasm make him a great person. It would be beneficial both to you and to the clients in

the future.

Yours faithfully, (%35
(FHE0E4)
Taro Yamada, Ph. D. (%4 7L7:84%)

Assistant Professor
ABC University
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Part 1 TRUEENBEM (U IV REY 7 X Ay Olf)
MU TIFEE DS Z RS DIEATOWBINII KA L EoEEMTY,

+ Can you describe your town or
village to me?

+ What jobs do people in your town
do?

+ What things are there to do in your
town in your free time?

+ What do you like about your town?

+ How has your town changed over
the last twenty years?
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XHBRE 13 task card ZZBRFITIEL 72 LT,

Take one minute to prepare a talk on
the following subject. Take notes if
you like and remember to include
reasons and examples. You should
then speak for between one and two
minutes.

Describe a beautiful place to visit
in your country
You should say:

where it is

how to get there

what there is to do when you are
there and explain why you would
recommend this place.
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+ In what ways have families in your
country changed in recent years?

+ Should husbands and wives have
different roles within the family?

* Which are more important to you:
your family or your friends?

+ What conflicts can arise between
a person’s family and a person’s
friends?

+ What responsibilities do parents
have towards their children?

+ And what responsibilities do
children have towards their parents

CZZHEETH LT OETORBEIZED &
S UEBRONFE T

CREIIBVTC, REFRIZNZFNRL S
BEHDH 2 EBNETD

CRBERE, DURTITE-oTIVHEL
DIZELLTT D
cHUTOFHEERZEORITHEZ D S 1
BIZEATDOLDY T
CHEBFEDIIHLTED LD LEELD
2TLx O
CFEDIEFBIIHLTED LD EELED
5TL O

SEIFAE—F VI TARNDIEICDWN
TSHBNALELLD, RE—F VT TN
"Part 11 TPart 25 TPart 3; &£3DMD/X—
MZoahnTED, Zhznd/\—NIEg
RU/NY—>THESNE T, SEOHIRE
& 156 2 TY, Tl A=k &y —
VEMTILTHELED,

Part 1

FY Part 1) Tid. BEDFEBEVHRE
ERECDVWTORRY. TNZEEABIE
DTEBRAI2=T—aVENZRoNE
¥, £9. ARESBCBNELE F
BREDIZAR—h2SRUBHSHIHER
ZUET, NAR—hEeTNdERE—FY
TTANIRBRTEERADTERELELL
S, BEROR FEBRENSIIRE. MAE.
B8, ERALSICOVWTWONEREINE
Yo "Part 1) ICHFBREEEIF4. 552
TIH TEBRIIELDBEREZDBZDED
ICEHLELED. BOLEIEREHMDICEST
LESE, ARBRIRREOENZELEE
g B ENTEEEA,

Part 2

Part 2 IF5Z5NEREICRLT En
EHRGETHEINGZIEZRSNETS, U
FUIE THE EEbNB/N—TT, B
BHEINTZH—N (task card) ZEI.
ZDH—RICEWTHDZRARICDWT23 U
ANTRAE—FFBENWSITANTY, RE—F
DREIICIE 1 DREOEERRENHD. XEZE
BIeHDIMEERESZSNET,
EI&ETBRICIETEDIFERNERL VI
WOQHBDET, 9. EFRREFRICES
DEZZAETTBIE, Zhid. BAaDEZR
HEREBIDIEICRDIDT, 29EAE—F
TRICIIDEGREETT, AE—FHIFH
BREDIRELFEIFIFHDEEA, TS
NEINTHUTAE—=FUELLD, AE—
F#liE, BREEHNSRAE—FICDOVTLLKD

MEMESNET, BORULICADEIN,
NICHUTERIBERRD Z < DIEHRZIRZS
FOICEHBURLLS, BODEREETZ.
BYIREEE-—BUHZEHLGNSEZS
ZEDBEICBEDET,

Part 3

"Part 3, (&, HBREEZERED TPart 2,
DTF—NICDWNWT, ISITECELES/\—
hTd, FHIREEREIZ4. 59 TT. REREH
SOBERBEHLDIED TIFTcbDICIRDETD
T, BULEST—VIOLWTOERS, BS
DEETKREL. EHIBREFTELL &
rsER. g scEaRkOENET, &
BEICE>TILDOZa=r—yavEEn%s
HEINzHERBRBZTLLS, TPart 25 IT5]E
E. TEHRREFEBNICRLS, ZLTEN
TEZELELLD,

HEgh, ARBRIARELRTAILT—ZH]
IZ. ThESBULLGHISERULEY, PUE
BREKUZZEDHZIMNELIETAI
AT —EHLETHRENTRANDO—E
YERDIEHICHBIETDEDTYT, HFED
KUTLIBEWEDITLERL &S,

T RBRICEDFETH, WO FPRN
AZANHDES, FTUZVIXTEBIETT,
AE—F VI TANERZITBAIE. FLRICL
TRENLGHBEOFESICANZAZH
Z. BRUTCULEVWEY, OTSSIFEHE
BRZETRBWTTH, USVIRFTHAN
BRARZEICIZEERBVWHDEEADT, TE
BiEIFFENZDNTRLL DS, Fie. BE%
TBRRICIE, REVORFT TS —DEIFRS,
EREMPRELSE. ZUTC—EBHEREICE
BEEHIWELLS, HBUEDHEIZLTWS
BRICKFFIDIRDIREDEEWEIELIzZ &l
SFWeE, ZOFFERIFBDOTIFRL, ET
EUEADREWTLEDS, BRIZERTER
MofcBETH, BEETICEDIRLTES
SESITHFENLELLD,

EHIADRERDET !

IELTS

The test that opens doors
around the world

® [ELTS(7 A TJL*V-International English Language Testing System) [FHEEBEADBZO BIE%EE
T AD-HDEEEERRENGHER

o EHEME.AFHEDEEIMNSAFYRA—R NS YT . TA)H HFFTEDIBOE L Hhig-6000LL £
DRE-BATHEE - L EECE TR S HR TERMI1505 AHZER

¢ AT RRMEE L HE. 8. KR AP L5 & ALIRALE 38 2R chif
BAEBERERSE IV T4 YA AUV IILOEREEIZL Y FEEAH L

o R—NN—AR—RTERIERBBP D RE—F U ITHBIERA T4 ITRE—H—DHBRELDIRTD
miERR

HRFBHS AMA. o £EFEEELUIRAS. EEOBEIZH L HER
e JF 4y a - N9 Y )L TIKIELTSIRER M 21— X £ H R -1ETHhIs% www. britishcouncil .or. jp
OR[N IS  pa s b 25 LiAa S (B BARERERAELTSEEFRET wm eiken or jp/ ielts
BRITISH ;
COUNCIL  MIHAREBE NS

(81) BAREREBRET VT o2 2 HI VIV BRTOELTSERREZEL VL&Y,




8 The University Times IELTS by STEP X The JapanTimes

News in English
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This month’s selection from The Japan Times

Volunteering in Tohoku
with three teenagers

Minoru Matsutani
STAFF WRITER

Many people want to go to the To-
hoku region to help in the colossal
cleanup following the magnitude 9.0
Great East Japan Earthquake on
March 11 and the resulting tsunami
that hit some 400 km of the coastline.

I was one of those people, but I also
wondered if there was more I could
do. So I decided to take my 13-year-
old son, Alex, and some of his friends
of the same age from Yokohama In-
ternational School to volunteer there
along with me.

As the school’s year ended on June
17, we resolved to set off for a few
days’ work in Tohoku the following
Monday, June 20. However, it turned
out to be not quite so easy because,
due to safety concerns, volunteer or-
ganizations such as Peace Boat do
not accept minors. Thus I had to or-
ganize the trip myself, which in-
volved calling at least 12 volunteer
centers in tsunami-hit municipalities
in Iwate, Miyagi, Fukushima and
Ibaraki prefectures.

Of those, only four said they would
allow 13-year-olds to volunteer. Of the
four, Higashimatsushima, Miyagi
Prefecture, was the only place more
than 80 km from the Fukushima No. 1
nuclear power plant. That 80 km was
central to the whole enterprise be-
cause it was easier to get approval
from my wife and the parents of Al-
ex’s friends if we followed the U.S.
government’s recommendation that
its citizens should get no closer than
that to Tokyo Electric Power Co.’s
radiation-leaking plant.

The day before our departure, one
of Alex’s friends, Shuwan Hanna,
came to our house to sleep over. It
was obvious then how excited the
boys were to be making the trip. So at
6 o’clock the next morning we hit the
road in high spirits in a car I'd rented,
picking up another of the boys’
friends, Ben Perkins, soon after.

About five hours later we arrived at
Higashimatsushima and by 11:45
a.m. it was already nearing 30 de-
grees Celsius as we entered the Hi-
gashimatsushima Volunteer Center.
There were no other young teenage
volunteers there for the three days
from June 20.

As we soon found out, the way cen-
ters like this operate is that the volun-
teers running them receive job re-
quests from local people, such as re-
moving mud from inside houses,
shops and apartments that were

swamped in the tsumani. They then
allocate such jobs to other volunteers
who come to the centers, though they
are at pains to point out that no cen-
ter can guarantee there will be work
for every volunteer every day.

The Higashimatsushima Volunteer
Center divides a day into morning
and afternoon sessions, each two
hours long. Morning volunteer regis-
tration must be done between 8:30
a.m. and 9:30 a.m., and afternoon
registration between 12:30 p.m. and
1:30 p.m. A bit strangely, the center
officials tend to be strict about the
two-hour rule even though most vol-
unteers seemed to want to work lon-
ger to make sure they did their jobs
as well as possible.

Though the center was happy to
supply volunteers with masks, we
had brought our own, along with the
rubber gloves, goggles, long trousers
and long-sleeve shirts needed when
removing mud or doing other clean-
ing work.

For our first work session, on the
afternoon of the day we arrived, the
four of us went with two men to a
house where the family living there
had already taken up wooden floor-
boards, ready for us to remove the
oceanic mud beneath. It was quite
hard work as we kneeled on the ex-
posed wooden joists and leaned down
to wield our shovels. The mud was
about 3 cm thick and sticky like
cheesecake. It smelled like a sewer,
but fortunately, it was easy to scoop
up and didn’t slide off our shovels.

I watched the three kids carefully
on the first day in case they got tired
or sick from the dust, but I realized I
didn’t have to worry about that. They
knew as well as anyone how to ask for
a break or a sip of water.

“It feels good to help people,”
Shuwan said after the first day’s work
was over and we waited for someone
from the volunteer center to pick us
up and drive us back there around
3:30 p.m.

Then I drove with the boys to a
coastal area of Higashimatsushima
because I felt they should see for
themselves, rather than just on tele-
vision, the scale of the devastation.
What we beheld there looked like a
vast plain with wooden debris scat-
tered everywhere — and it was like
that as we turned around full circle.

The boys exclaimed, “Wow!” but
otherwise they seemed almost lost
for words. They took photos. In an-
other area along the coast, there were
mountains of neatly sorted debris

New arrivals: Ben Perkins (left), Shuwan Hanna (center) and Alex Matsutani at the
Higashimatsushima Volunteer Center in Miyagi Prefecture on June 20.

about 10 meters high.

Then I drove to Sendai, the capital
of Miyagi Prefecture, where I'd re-
served a hotel room because I hadn’t
been able to get one in Higashimatsu-
shima.

The next morning, we woke up at
six and were soon off on the hourlong
ride back to Higashimatsushima,
where center officials took us four
and 11 others to someone’s house,
where we were again tasked with re-
moving mud from under the floor-
boards.

In the afternoon, the four of us and
three others were taken to a auto re-
pair company. I became the leader of
the seven-member team for what
turned out to be our toughest job in
Higashimatsushima — carrying fur-
niture out of an office, washing the
floor, then sweeping dry mud off the
floor of a garage with stiff brushes.

As we finished work, I spoke with
the company owner, Masahiko Oka,
who somehow stayed calm as he said,
“Equipment worth about ¥100 million
got washed away or destroyed by the
tsunami. I also have an employee
missing and I had to let go of the re-
maining 15 staff.”

He called on the government to
swiftly help small companies in To-
hoku so that the employment situa-
tion can be improved and the econo-
my revived.

When I got back to the volunteer
center, I told officials there that there
was still a lot of work to be done at
Oka’s place, and that they could even
send 20 volunteers there without a
single one of them standing idle. As
part of my hopefully constructive
feedback, I also told them that I and
many others had been bored at the
morning volunteer site because there
were too few jobs for 15 people.

On the morning of our third and
final day, it was blazing hot and the
four of us, along with two women and

another man, must have lost buckets
of sweat as we cleared mud out of a
drainage ditch. The people living in a
house by the ditch said it smelled re-
ally bad, though I have to say I didn’t
think so, but then, I wasn’t living next
toit.

The boys had wanted me to be a
leader, so that’s what I was for the
whole day as we spent the morning
mucking out the ditch then levering
up drain covers with crowbars and
scooping out the sludge underneath
before putting them back.

By now, it looked like the boys had
got used to the hard toil of scooping
out and bagging up mud. They
worked hard and well all morning.

In the afternoon, we were in a
group of 12 people tasked with remov-
ing mud from the garden of some-
one’s house. Just for a change, this
mud smelled like gasoline, not, thank-
fully, a sewer.

So it was that our volunteering stint
came to an end as we returned to the
center after what the boys said had
been their favorite day, both because
they felt they had gotten a lot of work
done and because they had been
given ice cream in the morning by
the person who had requested the
ditch-cleaning to be done.

Looking back, the boys may have
goofed around on the first day, but
they began working much more and
chit-chatting less on the second and
third days. In fact, on those days,
their work contribution was probably
the same as an adult’s.

To make a great shared experience
even better, in the car on our way
home, the boys all told me they want-
ed to volunteer again in Tohoku.
Later, the boys’ mothers sent me
thank-you emails that talked about
their sons’ enjoyment and how much
they wanted to go back to Tohoku as
volunteers. These are feelings I share
as I am planning to go back, too.
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