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The nuclear accident at the Fukushima No.1 Nuclear Power Plant
was triggered after the March 11 earthquake and tsunami damaged
the facility, disabling the cooling systems of its reactors.
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In April, the government raised its assessment of the severity of the
nuclear crisis to level 7, the highest on an international scale and
the same category as that of the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear accident.
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Kisha clubs are mainly attached to government ministries
and industries, and their members generally belong to major
newspapers, broadcasters and wire services.
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In many cases, however, their membership is limited to major
domestic news organizations, triggering criticism for screening

out foreign press, magazine reporters and freelance journalists.
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