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The nuclear accident at the Fukushima No.1 Nuclear Power Plant
was triggered after the March 11 earthquake and tsunami damaged
the facility, disabling the cooling systems of its reactors.
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In April, the government raised its assessment of the severity of the
nuclear crisis to level 7, the highest on an international scale and
the same category as that of the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear accident.
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Kisha clubs are mainly attached to government ministries
and industries, and their members generally belong to major
newspapers, broadcasters and wire services.
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In many cases, however, their membership is limited to major
domestic news organizations, triggering criticism for screening

out foreign press, magazine reporters and freelance journalists.
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Subject: Salesperson: Application for Employment

Dear Sir or Madam,

(BEHL | BDEEDOBIE)

I am writing to apply for the position of salesperson
as advertised on your website, and have attached

my resume for your consideration.

(B2 PR)

As you will see from my resume, I have a number
of skills that I am confident can bring great benefits
to your company. While I do not have an extensive
amount of work experience, I have a strong work
ethic, a high capacity for learning and the ability to

grasp things quickly.
G20k

I would very much appreciate the opportunity to

7
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meet with you for an interview where we can discuss LTENIERICEDHE<EL
the possibility of my working for you in more detail. EX

I am looking forward to hearing from you. :D:f-lj'% ERHERLETTH
Yours faithfully, e

Takeshi Ogawa NI

@ SEGRAIV L ZWSATHEXLLS @
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I am writing to apply for the position of...
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ATY,

as advertised on...
BEEEE,. BFICDERBEHRTT,
HEZ PR

I have a number of skills that...can bring
great benefits to your company.

MBHOBRICILTET) LEAZTIAHET,

I have a strong work ethic...quickly.
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I would very much appreciate the
opportunity ...
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would ®fl : | would like to participate in the
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I am looking forward to hearing from you.
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Yours faithfully,

“Dear Sir or Madam” 7x& EFE5EEFE LA
BEDIEETI, “‘Dear Mr. Smith” 7RE&5E%E%E
RES25AIE. “Yours sincerely,” THEU'E D,
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BULATS

The Business Language Testing Service

BATEY TICI50LL EDER - BFEHHEA
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Are you sure your message is
getting through?

BULATS

Fast, reliable,
and global 4 @

= www.eiken.or.jp/bulats

BELVEDE tel 03-3266-6366
mail stepbulats@eiken.or.jp
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The Motor Car

A There are now over 700 million motor vehicles in the world - and the number is rising by more than 40 million
each year. The average distance driven by car users is growing too - from 8 km a day per person in western Europe
in 1965 to 25 km a day in 1995. This dependence on motor vehicles has given rise to major problems, including
environmental pollution, depletion of oil resources, traffic congestion and safety.

B While emissions from new cars are far less harmful than they used to be, city streets and motorways are
becoming more crowded than ever, often with older trucks, buses and taxis which emit excessive levels of smoke
and fumes. This concentration of vehicles makes air quality in urban areas unpleasant and sometimes dangerous
to breathe. Even Moscow has joined the list of capitals afflicted by congestion and traffic fumes. In Mexico City,
vehicle pollution is a major health hazard.

C Until a hundred years ago, most journeys were in the 20 km range, the distance conveniently accessible by horse.
Heavy freight could only be carried by water or rail. Invention of the motor vehicle brought personal mobility to
the masses and made rapid freight delivery possible over a much wider area. In the United Kingdom, about 90 per
cent of inland freight is carried by road. The world cannot revert to the horse-drawn wagon. Can it avoid being
locked into congested and polluting ways of transporting people and goods?

D In Europe most cities are still designed for the old modes of transport. Adaptation to the motor car has involved
adding ring roads, one-way systems and parking lots. In the United States, more land is assigned to car use than
to housing. Urban sprawl means that life without a car is next to impossible. Mass use of motor vehicles has
also killed or injured millions of people. Other social effects have been blamed on the car such as alienation and
aggressive human behaviour.

E A 1993 study by the European Federation for Transport and Environment found that car transport is seven
times as costly as rail travel in terms of the external social costs it entails - congestion, accidents, pollution, loss
of cropland and natural habitats, depletion of oil resources, and so on. Yet cars easily surpass trains or buses as
a flexible and convenient mode of personal transport. It is unrealistic to expect people to give up private cars in
favour of mass transit.

F Technical solutions can reduce the pollution problem and increase the fuelled efficiency of engines. But fuel
consumption and exhaust emissions depend on which cars are preferred by customers and how they are driven.
Many people buy larger cars than they need for daily purposes or waste fuel by driving aggressively. Besides,
global car use is increasing at a faster rate than the improvement in emissions and fuel efficiency which technology
is now making possible.

G Some argue that the only long-term solution is to design cities and neighbourhoods so that car journeys are not
necessary - all essential services being located within walking distance or easily accessible by public transport. Not
only would this save energy and cut carbon dioxide emissions, it would also enhance the quality of community
life, putting the emphasis on people instead of cars. Good local government is already bringing this about in some
places. But few democratic communities are blessed with the vision — and the capital — to make such profound
changes in modern lifestyles.

H A more likely scenario seems to be a combination of mass transit systems for travel into and around cities,
with small ‘low emission’ cars for urban use and larger hybrid or lean burn cars for use elsewhere. Electronically
tolled highways might be used to ensure that drivers pay charges geared to actual road use. Better integration of
transport systems is also highly desirable - and made more feasible by modern computers. But these are solutions
for countries which can afford them. In most developing countries, old cars and old technologies continue to
predominate.

Questions 14 - 19

Sample passage above has eight paragraphs labelled A-H.

Which paragraphs contains the following information?

Write the correct letter A-H in boxes 14-19 on your answer sheet.
NB You may use any letter more than once.

14 a comparison of past and present transportation methods

15 how driving habits contribute to road problems

16 the relative merits of cars and public transport

17 the writer’s prediction on future solutions

18 the increasing use of motor vehicles

19 the impact of the car on city development
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News in English

RNEEZHATHES

This month’s selections from The Japan Times

Trilateral summit enhances regional ties

Leaders to cooperate
with disaster plans

Alex Martin
STAFF WRITER

Prime Minister Naoto Kan, his
Chinese counterpart and South Ko-
rea’s president agreed on May 22 to
enhance cooperation on a range of
programs — including nuclear safe-
ty and disaster management — in
light of the crisis at the Fukushima
No. 1 nuclear power plant.

Expressing their condolences to
the victims of the March 11 earth-
quake and tsunami that crippled the
power plant and ravaged coastal
areas of northeastern Japan, Kan,
Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao and
South Korean President Lee Myung
Bak also said that cooperation will
be essential to accelerating Japan’s
recovery.

“In times of natural disasters of
this scale, mutual understanding,
assistance and support from the in-
ternational community, especially
neighboring countries, are of cru-
cial importance,” Wen said at a
joint news conference in Tokyo.

To forestall another nuclear di-
saster, the leaders pledged that
Japan, China and South Korea will
work toward building a close net-
work that experts can use to ex-
change and access information.

Kan thanked the two leaders for
visiting disaster-stricken areas and
sampling produce from Fukushima
Prefecture the previous day, saying
he believed that “their visits were
effective in demonstrating to the
world that Japan is safe and Japa-
nese food is safe.”

“I hope that, as a result, many
people from around the world will
begin visiting Japan,” Kan said.
“People visiting will provide the
greatest support for Japan’s recon-
struction.”

Earlier, Wen told Kan that China
will partially ease restrictions on
imports of Japanese agricultural
products, provided the Japanese
government ensures their safety.

The move will apply to Yamagata
and Yamanashi, reducing to 10 the
number of prefectures subject to
the ban.

In a joint declaration issued after
a two-day summit, the three leaders
also agreed to facilitate joint pro-
grams on renewable energy and en-
ergy conservation to avoid exces-
sive dependence on nuclear power.

On disaster prevention, the three
countries laid down the principles of
how each can cooperate in emergen-
cies, based on the lessons learned so
far from the March 11 disasters.

Japanese low-cost carrier
hopes for fruitful flights

Mizuho Aoki
STAFF WRITER

The operator of Japan’s newest
budget carrier announced May 24
that the airline will operate under
the brand name Peach.

The company also changed its
name to Peach Aviation Ltd. from
A&F Aviation Co.

The carrier was founded in Feb-
ruary with an investment of around
¥30 million from All Nippon Air-
ways Co. and Hong Kong’s First
Eastern Investment Group.

With Innovation Network Corpo-
ration of Japan joining the group in
March, ANA, First Eastern, and
INCJ now hold 33.4 percent, 33.3
percent and 33.3 percent of the car-
rier’s shares, respectively.

The airline said it chose the name
based on the fruit’s Asian origin and
because it invokes a youthful, ener-
getic and generous image. To em-
body the image, the carrier’s aircraft
will be painted pink and fuchsia.

Based at Kansai International Air-
port in Osaka, the low-cost carrier
plans to start domestic flights next
March, connecting Fukuoka and
Sapporo. International flights be-
tween Kansai airport and Incheon
International Airport near Seoul are
expected to start next May.

The company said it plans to in-
crease the number of employees
from the current 50 to around 200 by
next March.

The company aims to hire staff re-
gardless of nationality, CEO Shinichi

All hands on deck: From left, Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao, Prime Minister Naoto Kan
and South Korean President Lee Myung Bak speak at a joint news conference on May
22, following their trilateral summit meeting.

Besides sharing information and
dispatching rescue teams and sup-
plies, the three nations also said
they will consider staging joint res-
cue drills.

Economically, the three nations
agreed to further promote tourism
in the region, confirmed the impor-
tance of expanding their aviation
networks and agreed to speed up
their visa processes.

The three also agreed to speed
up preparations for a trilateral
free-trade agreement and prom-
ised to work toward an early
agreement on a trilateral invest-
ment treaty.

Regarding North Korea, the lead-

ers expressed their concern about
the reclusive nation’s uranium en-
richment program and stressed the
importance of the North holding di-
alogue with South Korea. They also
stressed the importance of working
to create an environment that will
enable resumption of the six-party
de-nuclearization talks.

“In order to realize a nuclear-free
Korean Peninsula, cooperation be-
tween the three nations is neces-
sary,” Lee said.

The trilateral summit was the
fourth of its kind since the three
agreed in 2008 to take turns hosting
the meeting each year to enhance
communication and cooperation.

Bearing fruit: Shinichi Inoue, CEO of Peach Aviation Ltd., holds a model of the low-cost
carrier’s aircraft during a news conference to announce the brand name in Osaka on
May 24. He later spoke at a separate news conference in Tokyo.

Inoue said at a news conference in
Tokyo.

Inoue declined to disclose the
planned ticket prices but said they
would be substantially lower than
those offered by major carriers.

“It’ll be meaningless if we don’t
offer the prices that no one has
seen,” he said.

Peach will be the first Japanese
low-cost carrier to operate from
Kansai airport.
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