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Zaccheroni shows worth
with Asian Cup triumph

Andrew McKirdy
STAFF WRITER

If the Japan Football Association
was stung by criticism over its ap-
pointment of national team manager
Alberto Zaccheroni in August, vindi-
cation was not long in coming.

Having won the Asian Cup at the
first time of asking, negotiating a se-
ries of injury and suspension prob-
lems and showcasing his depth of tac-
tical knowhow in the process, the Ital-
ian emphatically demonstrated why
his employers were prepared to wait
so long for the right man to succeed
Takeshi Okada after last year’s soc-
cer World Cup.

That search, which lasted two
months, tested the patience of many
who felt the team was in danger of
losing momentum after a second-
round finish in South Africa, but the
JFA was determined to hire an expe-
rienced overseas candidate and did
not rest until Zaccheroni put pen to
paper.

But if the former Milan manager’s
appointment was greeted with a gen-
eral sense of anticlimax amid specu-
lation that more illustrious names

were in the frame, no one is doubting
him now.

Zaccheroni’s substitution of Daiki
Iwamasa for Jungo Fujimoto was wide-
ly hailed as the moment the tide turned
for Japan in the Jan. 29 final against
Australia, but it was not the only call
that paid off. Masahiko Inoha came into
the side to score the winner in the quar-
terfinal against Qatar, Hajime Hosogai
came off the bench to put Japan ahead
against South Korea in the semifinal,
and Tadanari Lee capped it all off with
his spectacular volley in the final just 11
minutes after coming on for his second
international cap.

Just as importantly, Zaccheroni
kept faith in the core members of his
team despite individual mistakes that
threatened to derail the campaign.
Goalkeeper Eiji Kawashima’s red
card against Syria and dreadful error
against Qatar were eclipsed by his
semifinal and final heroics, while
striker Ryoichi Maeda repaid his
manager’s faith with three well-taken
goals after some anonymous early
performances.

That Lee, who looked well out of his
depth in his previous appearance
against Jordan, scored the winner
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Top prize: Japan national team soccer players, led by manager Alberto Zaccheroni
(right), celebrate after winning the Asian Cup in Doha on Jan. 29.

against Australia said it all about Zac-
cheroni’s approach. Here is a manag-
er who does not simply preach the im-
portance of the collective unit, but
lives or dies by it.

That was crucial given the huge va-
riety of situations Japan faced
throughout the competition. From the
wild peaks and troughs against Syria
and Qatar to the tense war of attrition
against Australia, Zaccheroni needed
all his years of Serie A experience to
steer a safe path to the title.

Of course not everything went ac-
cording to plan, and the Italian’s deci-

sion to sit back and protect his lead
against the Koreans backfired when
Hwang Jae Won lashed in a last-min-
ute equalizer.

But with an indomitable spirit such
as this Japan team possesses, defeat
is never a foregone conclusion. In pre-
vious years, glorious failure may well
have been the outcome from such
knife-edge encounters, but the image
of Japan’s players lifting the trophy
should serve as a permanent remind-
er that this is a new era.

For Zaccheroni and the JFA, it
could not have started any better.

Toyota dealers in Japan feel vindicated by U.S. safety probe

Takahiro Fukada and Mizuho Aoki
STAFF WRITERS

Toyota dealers interviewed Feb. 9
by The Japan Times voiced relief
over the result of a 10-month investi-
gation by NASA and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation that cleared
the automaker’s electronic throttle
systems, saying they never lost confi-
dence in the safety of the cars they
were selling.

“Honestly speaking, the U.S. has fi-
nally understood (that Toyota cars)
did not really have any problems,”
said a 30-year-old Toyota dealer in
Tokyo who spoke on condition of ano-
nymity.

Though the scandal over unintended
sudden acceleration in Toyota vehi-
cles has damaged the automaker’s
reputation, the dealer said the latest
announcement will help the firm re-
gain public trust and he will be able to
sell Toyota cars with confidence.

A 49-year-old dealer in Aichi Prefec-
ture, where the giant automaker is

based, said the latest U.S. report
“may be a relief for customers who
had concerns over the safety of Toyo-
ta’s cars,” but he doubts whether the
latest news will have any impact on
his customers.

“Here in Japan, Toyota cars are not
considered unsafe or dangerous,” said

"Here in Japan, Toyota
cars are not considered
unsafe or dangerous.”

the Aichi dealer, who did not give his
name. “When all the media coverage
(on Toyota car safety) appeared, it
didn’t have any influence (on our busi-
ness).”

The DOT report released Feb. 8
states that the electronic systems con-
trolling Toyota Motor Corp.’s vehicle
engines had nothing to do with the
sudden acceleration events.

Another Toyota dealer in Tokyo

agreed that the news reports on Toyo-
ta cars over the past few months
didn’t have much of a negative impact
on sales in Japan.

“I’ve sold many Prius units, but no-
body canceled because of the media
coverage,” the dealer in his 30s said.

Admitting he had received many
questions about safety, he said once
he fully explained the technology to
the customers, most were satisfied.

“By giving them explanations in de-
tail, many began considering buying
one,” said the Tokyo dealer. “I have
really good customers. So I had noth-
ing to worry about.”

While many said the scandal didn’t
have much impact on their business,
some said the U.S. report came too late.

“Since it took as long as one year, it
is a little too late even if (the U.S.) now
says there was no problem,” said a
36-year-old dealer in Osaka who also
declined to give his name.

Believing Toyota cars had no tech-
nical problems as widely reported in
the U.S., he recalled the time when

Verdict: Ray LaHood, the secretary of the
U.S. Department of Transportation,

delivers the results of a federal
investigation of Toyota vehicles on Feb. 8
in Washington.

those problems were revealed in the
U.S. and wondered what all the fuss
was about.

“It honestly required some of our
time and labor to deal with our cus-
tomers on the matter,” he said. “After
hearing (the latest news), I honestly
wonder what the fuss was all about.”
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» JEN

JEN is a Tokyo-
based international
NGO supporting
the self-reliance of people in need in
8 countries, incl. Haiti and Pakistan.
JEN is currently seeking interns for PR/
Fundraising Dept. and Overseas Program
Dept. The candidates must have fluent
command of both Japanese and English.
For more info, visit www.jen-npo.org or
e-mail us at info@jen-npo.org. TEL: 03-
5225-9352.

) DOCTORS OF THE WORLD JAPAN

DOCTORS of the
World Japan (Médecins
du Monde Japon) is
looking for volunteers for
the following tasks: 1)

ft 5.0 B R )

Translation, proof-reading and content
editing in Japanese, English or French,
2) Information search to prepare for the
launching of a new medical aid project
in Asia, 3) Report writing dealing with
advocacy issues. info@mdm.or.jp PMC
Bldg., 1-23-5, Higashi-Azabu, Minato-
ku, Tokyo 106-0044. www.mdm.or.jp

» NATURE FILM NETWORK (NFN)

NATURE FILM
NETWORK is a
Tokyo-based NPO
holding the Japan
Wildlife Film Festival JWFF) to enhance
environmental enthusiasm through wildlife
films and promote wildlife filmmaking
especially in Asia, Africa and South
America. NFN is currently seeking unpaid
interns and volunteers for PR, events,
office work, translation, interpretation

and research work. Please visit www.
naturechannel.jp or e-mail us at nfn2@
naturechannel.jp TEL: 03-5261-9907.

» KIDS EARTH FUND

KIDS EARTH FUND. ‘Lﬂﬁjr

] o
Interns and volunteers = i
(unpaid) wanted. Work = =

description: overall 1988
clerical work, general affairs, art
workshop and E/J and J/E translation.
Driver's license holders, bilingual, skilled
PC users welcome. TEL: 03-5449-
8161 FAX: 03-5449-3962 E-mail:
info@kidsearthfund.jp URL: www.
kidsearthfund.jp/ja/

» BRIDGE ASIA JAPAN (BAJ)

BRIDGE ASIA JAPAN apan
(BAJ) is a Japanese B"""'ul
NGO providing A
developmental T
assistance in Myanmar and Vietnam.
If you are interested in becoming an
intern or volunteer (unpaid), please
come to a BAJ café held every month.
Please visit our website for more
information. http://www.baj-npo.
org (Note: BAJ café is conducted in
Japanese.) 03-3372-9777. info@baj-
npo.org

) THE RESEARCH COOPERATIVE (NPO)

THE RESEARCH
COOPERATIVE (NPO)
seeks administrator,
volunteer moderators. We are an
international network for researchers,
graduate students, editors, proofreaders,
translators, illustrators and academic or
educational publishers. Established in Japan
in 2001. E-mail: researchcooperative@
gmail.com Tel: 06-6878-8344 (office)
http://researchcooperative.org

» HUNGER FREE WORLD (HFW)

O

hunger free world

HUNGER FREE
WORLD (HFW).
Interns to work
in Tokyo office
for Bangladesh, Benin, Burkina Faso,
Uganda, as well as PR, fundraising, and
awareness-raising/advocacy. PC skills and
fluency in English required for Bangladesh
and Uganda, French for Benin and Burkina
Faso. Transportation expenses up to
¥1,000/day provided. For details, refer
to our website. hfwoffice@hungerfree.net
http://www.hungerfree.net/
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