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Zaccheroni hits ground running
as new Japan era starts in style

Andrew McKirdy
STAFF WRITER

Alberto Zaccheroni is only taking
his first steps as national team man-
ager, but already he has hit his stride.

The Italian got his reign off to the
perfect start Oct. 8 as Japan recorded
its first ever win over Argentina, be-
fore the national side reclaimed a
measure of pride from two defeats to
South Korea earlier this year with a
rugged 0-0 draw away to its Asian
rival on Oct. 12.

Lionel Messi, Carlos Tevez and their
illustrious teammates were compre-
hensively eclipsed by a slick Japan in
Saitama, and another promising dis-
play in Seoul suggests Zaccheroni is in
line to reap a significant harvest over
the months and years to come.

The seeds, of course, were planted
long ago. Argentina manager Sergio
Batista noted that Japan “has been
very well prepared over a long period
of time,” and Zaccheroni does indeed
owe a debt of gratitude to predecessor
Takeshi Okada for laying such a solid
foundation.

But while the new manager inherits
a team with World Cup experience, its
best years should be still to come. Zac-

cheroni has been tasked with taking a
talented group of players to a higher
level, and evidence so far suggests his
message is sinking in quickly.

No goals conceded over two games
was an impressive feat for a team
playing without its two first-choice
central defenders and the manner in
which Japan closed out the win over
Argentina drew special praise from a
manager who has spent his entire ca-
reer in the pragmatic environment of
Italian soccer.

Not that Zaccheroni deserves to be
cast as a conservative roundhead,
however. His starting formation
against a full-strength Argentina was
as positive as they come, and not even
the presence of Messi, Tevez and
Diego Milito could persuade him to
sacrifice one of three attacking mid-
fielders for a defensive shield.

But when Japan’s midfield did begin
to falter against the Koreans, Zac-
cheroni took action. Hajime Hosogai’s
appearance alongside Makoto Hasebe
and Yasuhito Endo steadied the ship
and gave Japan the platform to at-
tack, and it is that kind of tactical ver-
satility that the JFA had in mind when
targeting an experienced head coach
like Zaccheroni.
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Japan national team manager Alberto Zaccheroni watches as South Korea’s Lee
Youngpyo chases a ball with Japan captain Makoto Hasebe closing in during a friendly

match in Seoul on Oct. 8.

That is not to say everything the
Italian touched turned to gold. Striker
Ryoichi Maeda had a frustrating night
against the Koreans after terrorizing
Argentina in a late cameo and goal-
keeper Shusaku Nishikawa did not
look especially solid filling in for the
injured Eiji Kawashima.

But when a new manager delivers a
win over Argentina at the first time of
asking, there can be few complaints.

KYODO PHOTO

The fact that Japan was even playing
the South Americans was a triumph in
itself and it must be hoped that such
prestige friendlies become the norm
rather than the exception after years
of uninspiring opposition.

The Zaccheroni era, then, is well and
truly under way. The only shame now
is that we will have to wait until 2011
— and the Asian Cup — to see what
happens next.

Pac-Man at 30: still eating, running from ghosts

Kazuaki Nagata
STAFF WRITER

Toru Iwatani never thought his video
game character modeled after a pizza
with a missing slice would spread
worldwide and still be so loved after
three decades.

But Pac-Man has become such a
global icon, as demonstrated by an ex-
hibition celebrating the 30th anniver-
sary of the character at 3331 Arts Chi-
yoda in Chiyoda Ward, Tokyo. Featur-
ing the original game and all the
spinoffs, as well as related goods and
live events, the celebration was held
from Oct. 2to 11.

“When I walked into the exhibition
and saw the variety of game machines,
I thought a miracle had happened,”
Iwatani said during a special preview
event Oct. 1.

On exhibit were the whole range of
Pac-Man titles from the 1980s to 2010,
including the very first arcade version,
titles for the classic Atari 2600 — a
home video game console that debuted

in the U.S. in the late 1970s — the ven-
erable Nintendo Entertainment Sys-
tem, or Famicom in Japan, all the way
to Microsoft’s latest high-end Xbox 360.
Some visitors played the original Pac-
Man on some of the machines.

The concept for the game was simple.
Users guide the yellow, circular Pac-
Man character around a make to eat all
the dots while avoiding four ghosts.

Pac-Man was launched in May 1980
by then Namco Ltd. as an arcade ma-
chine, selling about 15,000 units in
Japan. That same year it crossed the
Pacific to the U.S., where its popularity
soared. More than 300,000 units of the
arcade version were sold, while more
than 5 million of the software cartridges
for the Atari 2600 flew off store shelves.

While game players are now used to
superb graphics and elaborate plots,
Pac-Man was innovative back in 1980
in terms of emphasizing character de-
sign. It was even turned into a cartoon
on TV in the U.S. that became a big hit.

“Pac-Man was created with the con-
cept of becoming a game that women

could enjoy playing, so the rules were
kept simple and the characters are
cute, and I think those contributed to it
being a hit,” Iwatani said.

Also, he had no plans to create a typ-
ical, violent shoot ’em up and decided
“eating” would be the key word.

While that word was in his head, he
was eating pizza.

“When I took a slice, it became the
shape for Pac-Man,” he recalled.

Iwatani said the game’s other ele-
ments, including the maze, which is
made of what he called neon pipes in-
stead of simple inanimate lines, as well
as the ghosts, were designed after a
great deal of consideration.

The exhibition also displayed other
items related to Pac-Man, including T-
shirts and toys.

According to Namco Bandai Hold-
ings Inc., this was the first anniversary
exhibition for Pac-Man, as 30 years
marks a major milestone.

“I greatly appreciate that ideas from
a lot of people have led to so many Pac-
Man-related works,” Iwatani said.

displayed at the exhibition at 3331 Arts

Chiyoda in Tokyo. YOSHIAKI MIURA PHOTO
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