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Foreign students have better chances to land jobs in Japan

Even in Japan, Internet shopping
mall operator Rakuten Inc. holds inter-
nal meetings in English and internal
documents are written in English. Non-
Japanese account for about 30 percent
of its new hires in Japan.

All new employees who are foreign-
ers start their career at Rakuten’sTokyo
headquarters.

“We are in the business of exporting
excellent Japanese services overseas.
Therefore, we want foreigners to learn
our Japanese-style service,” a Rakuten
spokeswoman said, explaining why all
foreigners have to start in Tokyo.

Rakuten has a good reason to inter-
nationalize its workforce. It has been
aggressive in acquiring many Internet
service companies outside Japan, such
as the former Buy.com, with a view to
expanding its business away from
population-shrinking Japan.

It is a long-standing argument that
Japanese companies lack employees
with English communication skills and
experience working in a diverse envi-
ronment. Thus, Japanese companies
have been trying to internationalize
their workforce for a long time.

The long-term trend shows compa-
nies have been increasing non-Japa-
nese employment during the past de-
cade. Some Japanese companies cite
their plans to expand their business
abroad; others say foreign youths are
more competent than Japanese coun-
terparts for their language skills, pro-
pensity to accept diverse work envi-
ronments and hunger for improving

their career.
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In 2000, 2,689 foreign students ob-
tained a work visa after landing a job at
a company in Japan.The figure peaked
at 11,040 in 2008, a year before the
great global recession, and dropped to
8,586 in 2011, according to data by the
Japan Student Services Organization.
The drop was apparently due to the
global financial crisis that forced com-
panies around the world to reduce hir-
ing.

Despite the recent dip, experts say
Japanese companies will keep increas-
ing their hiring of foreigners as the

world economy gradually recovers.

Individual company cases
While Japanese companies in gen-
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Cheap Japanese eats enrich students’ lives

Students, foreign or Japanese, want
to know where to go to for inexpen-
sive meals. There are many types of
restaurants serving all types of cui-
sines, but Japan has a surprising
amount and variety of cheap restau-
rants serving Japanese food with bet-
ter-than-average flavor. If you get used
to living in a tiny apartment, you will
know the notion of Tokyo being an ex-
pensive city to live in is a myth. With a
little experience, you may find that
eating out is often cheaper than cook-
ing at home, especially for those who

live on their own.

Gyudon (beef bowl)

If you like gyudon, a bowl of rice

topped by thin slices of beef, then sav-
ing money is a piece of cake. Gyudon
is truly a bargain. A regular gyudon
without any additional toppings typi-
cally costs between ¥200 and ¥300.
For those who want a smaller portion
perhaps as a snack, a mini-gyudon is
about ¥100 cheaper. An additional ¥50
or so will get you miso soup with your
gyudon.

Sukiya, Yoshinoya and Matsuya are
three major gyudon chain operators.
Other brands include Lamptei, Nakau
andTokyo Chikara Meshi.

Tachigui soba, udon

Tachigui (stand while you eat) soba
and udon Japanese noodle restau-
rants are also very reasonable and
easy to find in Japan.They are usually
set up near train stations.

Tachigui soba and udon restaurants
are normally small and, as the name
suggests, customers eat while stand-
ing at a counter. Kake soba and kake
udon, which are just the noodles in
soup, are typically between ¥200 and
¥300. For a more filling meal, that plus
a mini-donburi (a bowl of rice with
some sort of topping, of which gyudon

is one kind) is about ¥500 or less.
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eral are increasing the number of new
foreign hires, the degree of the in-
crease varies by the company.

Rakuten and convenience store op-
erator Lawson Inc. are obvious exam-
ples of companies that are aggressive-
ly increasing foreign employees.

Rakuten said it plans to hire 122 non-
Japanese and 304 Japanese in Japan
in fiscal 2013, which ends in March
next year, compared with 109 non-Jap-
anese and 281 Japanese a year ago.

Lawson Inc., which began increasing
its hiring of foreigners in 2008, will hire
50 non-Japanese and 120 Japanese in
Japan in fiscal 2013, compared with 21
non-Japanese and 77 Japanese a year
ago, a Lawson spokesman said.

Other companies opt not to disclose
the breakdown of nationalities of new
hires, though they clearly seek foreign
employees.

Uniglo Co., the owner of the name-
sake clothing brand, hired 264 people
in Japan and 938 people outside Ja-
pan, most of whom are non-Japanese,
in fiscal 2012. A company spokeswom-
an said the company hasn’t come up
with a hiring plan for fiscal 2013, but

the number of new hires will increase
and “new hires of foreigners will defi-

nitely increase.”

Expert’s view

Hajime Matsuzaki, a director in the
human resources consulting depart-
ment of Aon Hewitt Japan, said Japa-
nese companies in general are increas-
ing their hiring of foreign students, but
some large companies may actually
do the reverse.

“The difference is huge among com-
panies in how serious they are in hir-
ing foreign students,” Matsuzaki said.

Hiring foreigners and establishing a
system inside a company for foreign-
ers to build their careers are two sepa-
rate things.

From his observations, companies
whose presidents have a very strong
will to globalize their workforce are
successful in doing so, he said.

Matsuzaki cited Rakuten President
Mikitani, Tadashi Yanai, the
president of Fast Retailing Co., which

Hiroshi

owns Uniglo Co., and Lawson Presi-
dent Takeshi Niitami as successful ex-
amples of globally minded company
leaders.
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JAPANESE LANGUAGE
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Sample questions for warming up! YU JIVEETEEBS L
C G HUBSELSXN IC B & D306 L B
This page and the next two show sample questions 3~5XR—=ITF. BAEBDZE H M EBARGEE DR

similar to those one would encounter on the Japanese-
Language Proficiency Test. The page 5 sample ques-
tions are from the most difficult N1 level of the JLPT
mockup test. Passing N1 would be of great benefit
when hunting for a job in Japan.
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ARC Academy Japanese Language School
* Acquire communication skills with qualified and motivated teachers

* Conveniently located close to respective terminal stations

* Multinational atmosphere with students from over 40 countries

e Y

.§tudy Abroad Course .1ntensive Course

\

The course is for people who wish to learn
Japanese language systematically for an
extended amount of time.
< Start in January, April, July and October
<>6 months to 2 years
<& Shibuya, Shinjuku, Osaka and Kyoto
<Special classes for advanced learners

+ Graduate School Preparation Class

+ Business Japanese Class etc.
<Student visa support available

Lively international course to develop four
language skills with special emphasis on
speaking and listening.
O Start anytime

*Beginners accepted at the beginning of each

term in January, April, July and October

<4 days to 3 months or longer
< Shibuya, Shinjuku, Yokohama, Osaka and Kyoto

ARC Academy's teachers are very fun and helpful. They
| — make you understand Japanese much better, not just
language but also culture! - Dewinda, Indonesia -

ARC Academy Employment Support Section

*00

We provide information on part-time jobs and support your
job-hunting activities in Japan.

E-mail - tokyo@arc.ac.jp (English) / china@arc.ac.jp (Chlnese)
URL - http://www.arc-academy.net/
ARC ACADEMY|  Facebook - http://facebook.com/arcacademy.japan

18 B AGEF

L

SHINJUKU JAPANESE LANGUAGE INSTITUTE

SNG (Shinjuku Nihongo Gakko)
2-9-7 Takadanobaba, Shinjuku-ku
T 169-0075 Tokyo

B +81 (0)3 52 73 00 44
jimu_sng_1975@sng.ac.jp

sng.ac.jp
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JLPT assesses Japanese language level

(EQDK L Bh Levels and corresponding abilities for the Japanese-Language Proficiency Test / EI%E%%E%E&%%O)‘“A%G) é%
%ﬁ%lﬂ“é 7:.&30352': =1:[3 nitsﬁ Level A summary of linguistic competence required for each level
L HEobE
The Japanese-Language Proficiency Test, m ;I;t_nfi;bili;y;: ur;dfrstand Jsr‘:;ingse uusi‘d\in a variety df circumstances.
which started in 1984, is used to assess 4 BILVMEE CELNDSAAREZERITDIENTED
Japanese proﬁciency for people whose na- 2_\ The ability to understand Japanese used in everyday sntuatlons and ina varlety of cwcumstances to a certain degree.
5085 13 on - he ' VE Y A
tive language is not Japanese. The test is U | A | BsisBEcipnsRREoRRIcNA. SURLBECE ns IR EEHoREERT L
nTES
organized by The Japan Foundation and Ja- s
. . The ability to understand Japanese used in everyday situations to a certain degree.
pan Educational Exchanges and Services. m CBLSTE  E A ob @A ThE YA .
HENGIZECELNOBAAREZHOEEIERIDIENTED
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\A@ E Eg E\Ejj é; IJI'_E L/\ : 3_5 it A The ability to understand some ba5|c Japanese.
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KUMON JAPANESE LANGUAGE PROGRAM

Some people might wonder: “Is it
possible to continue my studies while |
am busy at work?” or “Is there any way
to study while raising my children?”
Kumon’s Japanese Correspondence
Course with Online Reading Lessons
brings our established education ex-
pertise in a conveniently structured
program that allows you to learn in
your own time and in your own way.
Students practice listening and reading
aloud using CDs, and complete the
worksheets for the reading and writing
exercises, which are then submitted to
and graded by their instructors. Online
reading lessons are offered at no addi-

tional charge, in which your instructor

listens to your oral-reading and an-
swers questions.You can start at a level
suited to your current ability. Our pro-
gram can improve your skills because it
is an individualized learning program
allowing you to study at your own pace
until you are comfortable in your profi-
ciency.You can start at a level suited to
your current ability. Tuition: 9,400 yen/
month. One-to-one online lessons are
offered at no extra charge. Consump-
tion tax and the learning materials fee
(worksheets + CDs) are included in the
tuition. Worksheets are graded and re-
turned with instructor feedback. Let's
study Japanese at your convenience
with Kumon!

Jil JAPANESE LANGUAGE PROGRAM

Monday to Friday
9:20-17:45

=0120-494-62

Available in English, Portuguese and Chinese.
japanese@kumon.co.jp

You can apply to enroll on our website.

KUMON

www.kumon.ne.jp/jpn/english/
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Malaysian wins Japanese speech contest BAERRAZTYL—TABE. REFESE

A Malaysian man working for a local
city government in Kagoshima Prefec-
ture won the best speech award in the
54th International Speech Contest in
Japanese in June.

Wan Ahmad Nazaruddin BinWan Azi-
zan, working at the Hioki city govern-
ment in an exchange program, won the
award with his speech titled “Ki ni naru
ki (The heart | care about)” in the speech
contest organized by the International
Education Center and The Japan Foun-
dation in Kitakyushu on June 8.

The contest is supported by the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs.

The second place award went to Leila

Miyuki Anraku, a student from Brazil at-

tending Tokyo Mode Gakuen. Her
speech was titled “Hoomuresu ni
mananda nihonjin no seishin (Japanese
spirit | learned from homeless people).”

The purpose of the speech contest is
to provide a chance for people from
around the world to express their
opinions in Japanese and give oppor-
tunities to people inside and outside
Japan to think about how the relation
between Japan and the international
community should be.

The contest has been held every
year since 1960. It is also aired on
NHK, the Japanese public TV station,
and the contents of the speeches are

sometimes used in school textbooks.
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Nichibei Kaiwa Gakuin, Japanese Language Institute (JLI)
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Assigned to Japan: Anxiety and Relief

If your boss told you that you were going to
be assigned to Japan, you might get nervous.
Japan is an island country located in the Far
East, known for its high-quality industrial
products and long and unique history blended
with ultra-modern pop culture. It is a country
where the Japanese language is spoken.

But you may think that it is hard to pene-

trate the external shell and plumb the deeper
culture of the nation. Not to worry, for your
anxiety will dissolve soon after you arrive
here.

Japan may have a distinct culture but its
people share universal human values. Japan
takes pride in its super-advanced infrastruc-
ture, safe streets, and top-class restaurants
serving cuisines from the four corners of the
world. All these are neatly integrated into its
prosperous cities.

On the strength of this fact, your life here
will be much enriched if you can communi-
cate in Japanese. That is where Nichibei Kai-
wa Gakuin, the Japanese Language Institute
(JLI), comes in. We teach Japanese conversa-
tion skills with practical application for busi-
ness and daily situations to businesspeople,

families of expats, spouses of Japanese citi-
zens, and other adult learners. Also, JLI pro-
vides various courses, ranging from very basic
to highly advanced. Even long-term residents
with excellent Japanese proficiency will find
challenging courses.

/- Address

1-21 Yotsuya, Shinjuku-ku
Tokyo, 160-0004

e Enrollment 140

Matriculation fee: ¥20,000
Tuition: ¥760,000 / year

¢ Contact information
Tel: 03-3359-9600
Fax: 03-3359-3931
jli-info@nichibei.ac.jp
http://www.nichibei.ac.jp/jli

® Fees

The International Education Center (IEC),\
i the parent organization of Nichibei Kaiwa
i Gakuin, Japanese Language Institute, en-
gages in various cultural activities in addi-
i tion to its language education programs.
i Among them are the International Speech
! Contest in Japanese, which is broadcast
i on NHK, the Japan-America Student Con-
i ference, which was originally founded in
1 1934, the Princess Takamado English Es-
say Contest, for which the IEC functions
K i as the Japan Office, and so on.
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Foreign students discuss job hunting in Japan
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Foreign students in Japan have one
major question to ask themselves:
Where do they want to work?

Whether they decide to go home or
stay in Japan, they typically want to
have a job that bridges Japan and
their home countries.

Speaking with foreigners who have
studied in Japan, The JapanTimes re-
cently held a discussion on how for-
eign students find jobs and how it is to
work for a Japanese company.

The participants were Qimuge Eer

dun, 26, a Chinese of Mongolian heri-

Eerdun Qimuge, a law major, is sched-
uled to graduate in September from So-
phia University in Chiyoda Ward, Tokyo.
She is planning to work for JTB Corp.,
Japan’s largest travel agency.
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tage; Mari Khunoian, 24, a Ukrainian;
Wang Wei-Ting, 24, from Taiwan; Alli-
son Kwesell, 29, an American; and
Magdalena Osumi, 33, from Poland.
The moderator was Minoru Matsuta-
ni, the manager of the Editorial Plan-
ning Division of The JapanTimes.
Below are the excerpts of the dis-

cussion.

Moderator: For those who have land-
ed a job, will you tell us about your job
hunting?

Eerdun: First of all, | wanted a job that
bridges Japan and China. | thought of
any Japanese companies that could
give me a chance to let me go to Chi-
na. But | studied many companies to
narrow down the ones | applied for.

Of four companies | got a job offer

from, | decided on JTB because | like
its corporate philosophy, “Making
peace through culture.”

Besides JTB Corp., All Nippon Air-
ways Co., H.LLS. Co. and an apparel
maker gave me a job offer.

| applied for 14 companies in total,
and got rejected by the first 10 compa-
nies after the written exams. So |
asked a son of a woman | work with at
my part-time job to study with me.
JTB’s exam was tough. There was a
section on Japanese tourism and
questions such as “Where can you
have an excellent view of maple leaves

turning red in fall?”

Osumi: | only studied one year at a
which was
I had

studied Japanese at Warsaw Univer-

university in Japan,

Gakushuin Women’s College.

sity. Then a Japanese components
maker was looking for someone who
could speak Polish. That's the compa-
ny | am working for now. So, | only ap-
plied to this one company.

In the hiring process, | had to write
an essay in Japanese. | wrote that |
wanted to be a bridge between Japan
and Poland.

Moderator: What level of Japanese
skills do you need to get accepted for
a job in Japan?

Eerdun: | first thought | needed to
know English, but as | was hunting for
a job in Japan, | painfully realized Jap-
anese is the most important language
to land a job here. It is advisable to
have N1 in the Japanese-Language
Proficiency Test (JLPT).

After | got a job offer, | asked the
companies why they chose me. They
all said foreign students must have
Japanese skills and passion for the job
they applied for.

Khunoian: N1 is very difficult. | took an
N1 test last week. | don’t know the re-
sult yet. On my resume, | write | am
planning to obtain N1.

I don’t have any certificates of the
JLPT (which has levels N1, the high-
est, to N5, the lowest). | don’t think
having N2 is very meaningful.

Having said that, | think the lan-

guage level requirement is different

EEhnoden, cocARETS
B EBR %mbwét5oo
SEICE3ICEL. ARCEESIE
& BSEIRR e AR0R wﬁ thB
E5u4S ELELLOL,
SNV EA L. Bt pfiEs
Beh ok ORCETH< 2 & BET
Dht@ﬁﬁ%%%%%};b

EQIE=1=N :E/:I)l/%EF'IJ\UDIU N
v FLT (2631*) YOS+ ADT

Tehvbh

Jr 7U@¢ﬂ\mékwﬁv
474@¢ﬁ AYHKDTYI Y -

Ch  BBTH
I (297)\ R—5> KADKfE

25501+ (33F) D5 A, ILEHED
DO I LADIA E iR &4
<R B B5ES

B ERER Ko
BB S EABL T
PATFISEEER = DR R

Mari Khunoian is an exchange student
from a university in Moscow and now
goes to Soka University in Hachioji, To-
kyo. She majors in Japanese language
and economics and has received a job
offer from a hotel while awaiting results
from other companies.
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depending on the type of job. If your
strength is in science or math, Japa-
nese language skills are not as impor-
tant.

| was attending a university in Mos-
cow and now | am studying in Japan
at Soka University on a one-year ex-
change program. | did job hunting for

only three months.

Osumi: When you go to an interview,
you should convince interviewers
that you will put your heart into the
industry. In my case, | had a part-time
job in a company in the same indus-
try, so that experience was probably

helpful.

Wang: | am in the first year of gradu-
ate school, so | haven't started job
hunting yet. People around me say
writing a resume is difficult. How do

you do it?

Eerdun: | wrote on paper what | did
from childhood and asked people
what they think of me. Also, | asked
myself why | came to Japan to study
and what | want to do.

Khunoian: | looked at websites and
pamphlets and studied about compa-
nies. | read company mission state-
ments and wrote on my resume that |
fit with the ideals. | also showed my
resume to other Soka University stu-
dents who already had a job offer to

ask for advice.

Wang: All foreign students have to
choose whether to stay in Japan or go
home. Why do you choose to work in

Japan?

Wang Wei-Ting is a first-year student at
the Graduate School of Japanese Ap-
plied Linguistics. She has not looked for
ajobyet.
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Allison Kwesell acquired a master’s de-
gree in peace study, public policy and
social research at International Christian
University in Mitaka, Tokyo, in June. She
is a freelance photojournalist.
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Eerdun: | thought hard. | have lived

apart from my parents for 10 years,
but | really want to experience being a
Japanese businessperson before go-
ing home. JTB told me | will work in
Japan for three years and then let me

go to China.

Kwesell: | am a freelance photojour-
nalist, working in many cities. | mainly
take photos in Fukushima. As far as
language, | am doing fine because my
job is to take photos.

Next year, | will study Japanese and

enter a Ph.D. course.

Osumi: Do you guys want to work for
a Japanese company or foreign com-

pany?

Eerdun: | don’t know which is better. |
just first wanted to work for a Japa-

nese company.

Wang: | don't care. Whatever company

wants to hire me is fine with me.

Khunoian: If it's a Japanese company,
| would like to work for one engaged
in international business. As | was do-
ing job hunting, | saw Japanese stu-
dents bow to interviewers. | tried to do
the same, but | feel a little distant. So,
if | work for a Japanese company, |
want to work for one that hires other

foreigners.

Eerdun: | have a different concern. |
am afraid | will become too much like
the Japanese, even though a company
expects me to give other employees a

foreign influence.
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Magdalena Osumi studied at Gakushuin
Women's College in Shinjuku Ward, To-
kyo, as a one-year exchange student in
2005 and has been working for a Japa-
nese components maker in Tokyo since
2006.
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In line with the Japanese government’s goal
to increase the number of foreign students to
300,000 by 2020, Japanese universities are
offering various benefits to encourage foreign
students to study in Japan. For example, they
are strengthening Japanese language studies
for non-Japanese students, setting up
programs with English as the language of
instruction, building dormitories that give
priority to foreign students and offering
scholarships.

Below and on the following three pages are
such universities that have made strides to

welcome foreign students.

welcomejforeign students

AT

A R G

7*~L\v?<

BN
’%"E'E%

ﬂﬁ"_‘l’go)g B\ % f\- j”( “ »)33—}(0)
v

JOSAI UNIVERSITY CORPORATION

R TN

BB mEER EFE
RRBEREE @By 2T LR !
’ré'é.“%“-‘u‘rs TRIXNMEEER
B ﬁ%im/ﬂ:_}il ENAITHFTYI!
ﬁ BB S RI6FH]  FERFRIAER] S bemss.jp/josail
EEREZE 445

http://www.josai.ac.jp/

- iﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂk# HEA—ZALYY)

EYRAEEER
http://www.josai.ac.jp/tandai/

[IR P *+>/V ]
T350-0295 BERFRFMHIFPEE-1
TEL.049-271-7711 (A& 58)

[ BRICEHBIF > /2]
T102-0094 RREBFREXICEHEI3-26
TEL.03-6238-1111 (AR L3R5 —)

iﬁJZEEII‘%—Ek%

EEFI 5EF EzsmE
PR IZD%;&M Eﬂ._ :
RALREFER B e

BIRHESE s [Elkess
*églligﬁ A@E‘?## www.jiu.ac.jp/i/.
AFATE I3><7-4) EERER

EFRASFER ERE sz R ERSSRER
ERYLERER D)L RY—UXLZR

http:/jiu.ac.jp

[FEFE&EFrV/VR]
T283-8555 TERFREMKE1EiH
TEL.0475-55-8855 (A& Lt >5—)

[ ERICEHAITFv> /SR ]
T102-0094 RREBFREXACEFHFEI3-26
TEL.03-6238-1111 (AL t>5—)

[# B F+>/2]
T299-2862 FERWRIIHAB1717
TEL.04-7098-2800 (B ZERBH=)

[ & £+>/2])
T261-0023 TEETEMFEXDTRE-7-1
FERTZDIVIVIZPUV T I —E V228
TEL.043-297-2521 (E3R+F >/ SAEHE)




Foreign Student Times

UNIVERSITY GUIDE

B D720 DRSPS

+

+

Graduate School of Japanese Applied Linguistics
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Tel: 03-3204-9242

Fax: 03-3203-7672
gsjal@list.waseda.jp
http://www.waseda.jp/gsjal/

Sophia University

IR PN

Pioneering International College Education

Sophia is located in central Tokyo, near Japan'’s political, financial, business, and cultural centers.
Founded by the Jesuits in 1913, Sophia University has been a pioneer in international education in
Japan, attracting students from all over the world. In 1949 Sophia established the first program in
Japan taught entirely in English, and it continues to lead the Japanese academic world in offering
international programs.

English-based undergraduate programs

Faculty of Liberal Arts - Comparative Culture, International Business and
Economics, Social Studies

Faculty of Science and Technology - Green Science, Green Engineering

English-based graduate programs

M.A. and Ph.D. in Global Studies

M.A. in International Business and Development Studies
M.A. in Japanese Studies

M.A. and Ph.D. in Global Environmental Studies

M.A. in Linguistics (TESOL)

M.S. and Ph.D. in Green Science and Engineering

I Address
7-1 Kioi-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 102-8554

I Enroliment
12,000 (incl. 1,000 foreign students)

I Fees

Matriculation fee: ¥270,000
Tuition (per academic year): ¥700,000-1,051,000
Dormitory: Sophia Soshigaya International House
4-24-1 Kamisoshigaya,
Setagaya-ku, Tokyo, 157-0065

I Contact information

Tel: 03-3238-3167

Fax: 03-3238-3262
admission-u@cl.sophia.ac.jp (Undergraduate)
admission-g@cl.sophia.ac.jp (Graduate)
http://www.sophia.ac.jp

International Christian University (ICU) Graduate School

EIBRZE B R B

Teruyoshi Sasaki
Dean, Graduate
School

Developing Expertise through Advanced Liberal Studies

ICU Graduate School education is a highly unique one. Under the name of the Graduate School of
Arts and Sciences, the Graduate School has removed restrictions between academic disciplines. As
such, students are able to conduct diverse course-
work to suit their individual needs and interests. If
they wish to supplement foundations of their stud-
ies, graduate students may take courses aimed at
juniors and seniors at the undergraduate College of
Liberal Arts. Students are also permitted to work
with teaching staff in other fields as their thesis advi-
sors. Classes at the Graduate School are, naturally,
small in size, and students are able to work with a
roster of some 100 professors. On top of that, the
university’s beautiful green campus helps you revive
your tired minds and bodies after hard work.

I Address
3-10-2, Osawa, Mitaka, Tokyo, 181-8585

I Enroliment
169 (incl. 75 foreign students)

I Fees

Matriculation fee: ¥300,000
Tuition (per academic year): ¥906,000 (M.A.)
¥420,000 (Ph.D.)
Tuition waiver available for M.A. students.
Dormitory: ICU offers housing for some 600 stu-
dents in its 12 on-campus dormitories.

I Contact information
Tel: 0422-33-3231
Fax: 0422-33-3688
gsg@icu.ac.jp
http://www.icu.ac.jp/gs/
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Nanzan University
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Japanese Language Program at Nanzan O Dniversity of

Roma, La Sapienza

In the spring semester | studied in the level NIJ400 of the Center for Japanese Studies Program at
Nanzan University. At first | was worried because | wanted to start from a higher level, but after com-
pleting this period of study | can say that | am very happy to have attended that class. The NIJ400
helps people who began to study Japanese in their own country to strengthen their basic skills and
to improve their practical use of the language. Small classes guarantee that every single student is
able to be properly supported by the teachers in his or her learning
of the language. In this way, everyone can find his or her shortcom-
ings and fix them to make progress. Indeed, teachers use different
methods to teach Japanese and to simulate everyday, real situa-
tions, in which students can practice to learn the most used expres-
sions. The textbooks used are also very interesting, because they
provide information not only about the language, but also about
the culture, in order to allow students to get an overview of Japan.
| am totally satisfied with this level and the results | achieved.

I Address

Nagoya Campus: 18 Yamazato-cho, Showa-ku
Nagoya, 466-8673
Seto Campus: 27 Seireil-cho, Seto, Aichi,
489-0863

I Enroliment
9,659 (incl. 271 foreign students)

I Fees

Tuition waiver available for the undergraduates and

the graduate programs

Dormitory: Nagoya Koryukaikan / Yamazato
Koryukaikan / Seto Koryukaikan 1 & 2

I Contact information

Tel: 052-832-3123

Fax: 052-832-5490

Cjs@ic.nanzan-u.ac.jp
http://www.nanzan-u.ac.jp/English/index.html

Temple University, Japan Campus

o
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Self-Made, Japan-Made, Temple-Made Crom the US,

The prospect of being able to travel to another country to live and
study made me decide to come to TUJ. The idea of traveling to me is
very exciting, so from the start, TUJ seemed to be a very good choice.
On top of that, being surrounded by international students was an op-
portunity | could not pass up. | really like the various cultures that are
all a part of TUJ. The diversity is very refreshing and has led to the ex-
pansion of my mind, and the ideals and thoughts within it.

| chose Economics as my major since | am very interested in invest-
ing in stocks, bonds and foreign currencies. It takes tenacity, grit, a lot
of heart and hard work to thrive and succeed atTUJ. In the future these
lessons learned will help me remember that only with resilience will
positive results be produced. After | graduate from TUJ, my goals are
to operate an efficient online computer programming company, be a
published author, and be an investor in various companies.

I Address
2-8-12 Minami Azabu, Minato-ku, Tokyo, 106-0047
I Enroliment

Approximately 700 (43% U.S., 39% Japanese,
18% other nationalities)

I Fees

Matriculation fee: ¥415,000

Tuition: ¥1,476,000 per full-time academic year
The number of credits taken each semester
determines tuition costs.
Tuition waiver available for the undergraduate
program.

Dormitory: Two dorm facilities in the Tokyo area

I Contact information

Tel: 03-5441-9800
0120-86-1026 (toll free within Japan)
Fax: 03-5441-9811
tujinfo@tuj.temple.edu
http://www.tuj.ac.jp
Information sessions: Saturdays, Aug. 10 and 24,
Sept. 7

Tokyo International University
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Study in English while Living in Japan

Tokyo International University, founded in 1965, launches a new English-
based degree program in two majors; Business Economics and International
Relations. In this program, students can obtain a bachelor’s degree in English
while learning practical Japanese. Japanese proficiency is not required at en-
rollment. As the pioneering Japanese university that established the Ameri-
can campus in 1989, TIU provides the option to study at its U.S. campus for
one year.

Student’s Voice I

The reason why | choseTIU is the unique and practical content of the courses.
Given the excellent academic environment and faculties, we can improve and

develop our skills of thinking, analyzing by observing problems from different

Tran Nguyen Dung  aspects. TIU is an ideal institution for people who love making international
Vietnam friendships like me since there are so many students from all over the world.

I Address
TIU: 1-13-1, Matoba-kita, Kawagoe, Saitama,
350-1197, JAPAN
TIU of America: 1300 Mill Street W.E., Salem,
OR 97301, US.A.

I Enroliment
6,000 (incl. 800 foreign students)

I Fees

Enroliment fee: ¥250,000

Tuition (per academic year): ¥690,000
Tuition reduction scholarship available for
undergraduates and graduate programs

Other fees (per academic year): ¥350,000

I Contact information

Tel: 03-3362-9644

Fax: 03-3362-9643
etrack@tiu.ac.jp
http://www.tiu.ac.jp/english/etrack
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Mandatory study abroad program to increase globalization

Soka University is one of the front-
runners in Japan in increasing the en-
rollment of foreign students, with 300
such students from 40 different coun-
tries in its 8,000-strong student body.

The school will also increase collab-
orations with universities in other
countries so that students can study
abroad.

Next April,

open the Faculty of International Lib-

Soka University will

eral Arts, which plans to enroll 80 stu-
dents, 10 to 20 percent of whom will
be foreign students, for the first year.
The four-year program at the Faculty
of International Liberal Arts will have
English as its language of instruction in
every class, including a required year

Soka University President Yoshihisa Baba

abroad at a partner university in an
English-speaking country. Currently,
Soka University boasts partnerships
with 141 universities in 46 countries,
unmatched by most other Japanese
universities, according to Soka Univer-
sity PresidentYoshihisa Baba.

“Putting oneself in a diverse envi-
ronment has a huge impact on young
people,” Baba said, explaining why the
Faculty of International Liberal Arts
makes it mandatory for students to
study and live overseas for a year.
“Students will learn to live in an envi-
ronment with people of many differ-
ent nationalities.

“Being able to speak English is not
enough. We need people who can ne-
gotiate and discuss in English. That's
why we decided to establish the Fac-
ulty of International Liberal Arts.”

Soka University has other programs
taught in English, but the English-only
teaching period is at most for two of
the four years and the subjects stu-
dents can select are limited.

In the new program, students will
start their studies at Soka University's
Hachioji campus in western Tokyo for

their first semester, from April to Sep-

tember. Then from the second semes-
ter of the first year through the first
semester of their second year, the stu-
dents will be spending a year at a part-
ner university in the U.S., the U.K. or
Australia.

After coming back to Hachioji, the
students will be able to select from
three academic fields: History and Cul-
ture, International Relations and Poli-
tics, and Economics and Business,
and study specific fields of their choice
for the remaining two and a half years.

Soka University is recruiting foreign
students, mainly from Asia, for the
new program. Recruiters went to vari-
ous Asian countries including South
Korea, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Malaysia,
Singapore and Thailand to hold brief-
ing sessions for potential students.

The university is planning to offer
full tuition waivers for 10 foreign stu-
dents who enroll in the Faculty of Inter-
national Liberal Arts for the entire four-
year program, provided the students
maintain a certain level of academic
achievement. The tuition is ¥1.4 million
for the first year and ¥1.13 million an-
nually for each of the remaining years.

The foreign students will also be
guaranteed to live in a dormitory with
a Japanese roommate for their first
two semesters on the Hachioji cam-
pus.The university’s dorms have a ca-
pacity of 1,300 and foreign students of
other programs are also guaranteed
to live in them for their first year.

The Faculty of International Liberal
Arts also boasts a diversity of teach-
ers. Of the planned 17 teachers, 11 are
non-Japanese who are from eight dif-
ferent countries, including the U.S.,
the U.K., Germany, Turkey and the
Philippines. They can collectively
speak 12 different languages.

Baba also points out the advantage of
the small size of the program. With 80
students in the same grade, everybody
will know each other’s face and be able
to receive full attention from teachers.

The new program will also include
an overseas training trip in which Soka
University and a partner university in

Southeast Asia will arrange an event

SOKA University Al K%

@ Address
1-236 Tangi-machi, Hachioji
Tokyo 192-8577

& Fees

@ Enroliment
8,143
(incl. 260 foreign students)

for students to have a socializing expe-
rience for about two weeks, Baba said.

Globalization focus

Soka University has other programs
that help aid students’ globalization.

The university’s Faculty of Econom-
ics began the International Program,
or IP, in 2001, in which teachers use
English as the language of instruction
for two years. Students obtain basic
English skills in the first phase and
learn macro- and microeconomics in
English in the second phase.

IP participants with especially high
levels of English skills can join the Ja-
pan Asia Studies, or JAS, program, in
which they can learn about and discuss
Japanese and Asian economics, histo-
ry and culture with foreign students.

Soka University also opened the
Chinese Dual Degree (DD) course in
2007 and English DD course in 2012. In
the Chinese DD course, students can
acquire bachelor’s degrees from Bei-
jing Language and Culture University
and Soka University by going to both
universities for two years each. In the
English DD course, students can do
the same with the University of Buck-
ingham, the U.K.

Soka University also has spaces on
campus where students from many
different countries can hang out, in-
cluding dorms and the World Lan-
guage Center.

“We have focused on globalization
since our foundation in 1971. When Ja-
pan entered World War 1l, Japan iso-
lated itself from the world. We believe

exchanges with foreign countries will

Matriculation fee: ¥246,000
Tuition per academic year:
¥834,000 (Faculties of Economics, Business Administration, Law, Letters and
Education)
¥1,218,000 (Faculty of Engineering)
¥1,308,000 (Faculty of Nursing)
Tuition waiver available for undergraduates and graduate programs

contribute to world peace,” Baba said.

Government’s push

Baba gives his full support to the
government’s push to increase the
number of foreign students in Japan
to 300,000.

Soka University has been selected
for the Project for Promotion of Global
Human Resource Development by the
education ministry.

He went to study in the U.S. when
he was young and realized that uni-
versity there is very diverse. He
learned a lot from being immersed in
a diverse environment and strongly
feels that Japanese universities need
such an environment, he said.

“It's a wonderful experience to have
interactions with people from different
cultural backgrounds when you are
young,” he said. “Foreign students liv-
ing in Japan find good and bad points
about Japan, and we welcome various
opinions. But in the long run, they will
definitely become fans of Japan.”

Baba wishes, though, that the gov-
ernment was doing more to achieve the
300,000 foreign student goal, he said.

Nonetheless, Soka University is con-
tributing to the government’s push.

“If you walk around, you hear voices
in English, Chinese and other lan-
guages,’ he said, adding that the new
program will add to the globalization
of the university.

“I would like students with the spirit
to take on challenges to apply for the
new program. | want them to think of
any failure in life or study as a chance
for them to take a step forward.”

@ Contact information
Tel: 042-691-2215

Fax: 042-691-9300
publicrelation@soka.ac.jo
http://www.soka.ac.jp
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¥100 shops, convenience stores:
saviors for foreign students in Japan

Students in any country need sun-
dry goods, but where to shop for them
without blowing your budget? Japan
has many unique shops selling daily
goods and food for low prices, some-
times surprisingly low, even inTokyo.
A good standard of living can be had
in Tokyo, despite the misconception

thatTokyo is a very expensive city.

¥100 shops

¥100 shops (pronounced hAyaku-en
shoppu) sell everything for ¥100, or
about $1, before tax. You can find al-

most anything in these shops, which

are typically stocked with plates,
glassware, cutlery and other kitchen-
ware; pens, erasers, notebooks and
other stationery; slippers, bags, bat-
teries, etc. You can also find small
snacks.

¥100 shops are typically found in
residential areas. Daiso, one of the
largest ¥100 shop operators, has
about 2,700 shops in Japan as of
March.

Convenience stores

Nowhere in the world can you find
more convenience stores than in Ja-
pan. If you live inTokyo, Nagoya, Osa-
ka or other large cities, you will likely
find four different convenience stores
within a five-minute walk.

Convenience stores in Japan have
bento lunch boxes, onigiri rice balls,
other foods, a large variety of drinks,
stationery and many other daily ne-
cessities. Many of these stores also of-
fer services, such as accepting pay-
ments for phone and utility bills,
photocopying for ¥10 or so a page,
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Share house exclusively for Muslim in Tokyo BHEDA S LNEES T 7/\H 2
Some Muslims in Japan have trouble The house has a prayer room, and 427A$§(1ﬁ£15£ﬁ®¥?§“‘| K& NG for L2 L LCL;%‘\J?U @E.?B%b‘

finding houses to live in because of
their religious needs. Having a proper
place to offer a prayer and living near a
mosque would be helpful.

Sakura House Co., an operator of
share houses exclusively for foreigners
in Japan, also runs the Shibuya Yoyogi

Uehara - Friendly House for Muslims.

men and women live on separate
floors. It is located in a quiet neighbor-
hood, and Tokyo Camii, one of the
largest mosques in Japan, is just a few
minutes away on foot.

Guests from Indonesia, Turkey, Alge-
ria and other countries have stayed in

the house, which opened in February.
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&> SAKURA HOUSE
Visit us at : www.sakura-house.com

We offer monthly Apartments, Share Houses and Dormitories

for foreigners at affordable rates.

Monthly Apartments,Share Houses and Dormitories.

SAKURA HOUSE CO., LTD.

Nishi Shinjuku K-1 Bldg. 2F, 7-2-6 Nishi-Shinjuku, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo T 160-0023
OPEN 7 days 8:50-20:00 with English, French, Spanish, German, Russian, Korean and Chinese speaking staff

Real Estate Agency in Tokyo

“Monthly Fee + Deposit” ONLY!

All service fees & utilities costs included
and free Internet access available

T 03-5330-5250
T +81-3-5330-5250 (Outside of Japan)
M info@sakura-house.com

We have 1,704 Rooms and 174 Locations

Apartment
(Fully private unit)
78,000yen/month ~

Share house
(Private room & Common area)
60,000yen/month ~

Dormitory
(Shared room & Common area)

40,000yen/month ~

SAKURA HOTE

© SAKURA HOTEL IKEBUKURO
© SAKURA HOTEL HATAGAYA

Affordable and Friendly Hotels in Tokyo
Free Wi-Fi, 24hours Cafe/Lounge

Hotels and hostel are located in 4 convenient locations in center of Tokyo!
o SAKURA HOTEL JIMBOCHO
© SAKURA HOSTEL ASAKUSA

For Daily & Weekly Stay

Visit us at
www.sakura-hotel.co.jp
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