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by Laura Cooper

Q 1 Fishing boats keep records of shark pop-
ulation numbers.

Q 2 Shark numbers have been declining since
the 1980s.

Q 3 Finning is the primary cause of falling
shark numbers.
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The world of reality has its limits;

the world of imagination is boun

—— Jean-Jacques Rousseau - /

less.

We don’t know exactly how many sharks there
are in our oceans, which makes estimating their
populations difficult. However, scientists have
been able to monitor the population of different
shark species by looking at data from com-
mercial fisheries, independent research studies
and accounts from divers. Dr Julia Baum, of
the University of Victoria, Canada, conducted
a review of commercial fisheries and found
that shark numbers had plummeted drasti-
cally over since the 1980s in the Atlantic: 89%
in hammerhead sharks, 79% in great white
sharks, and 65% in tiger sharks. In a study
based in the Gulf of Mexico, statistics show
that the population of ocean white-tip sharks
has decreased by 99% since the 1950s.

Whilst we do not really know how many
sharks are left, we do know what is causing
their decline. Commercial fishing for other
species often results in shark deaths, but by
far the biggest killer is shark finning. A taste
for shark fin soup results in sharks being
killed for their fins and it is estimated that this
leads to the estimated killing of over 100 mil-
lion sharks every year.
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All of us every single year, we’re a dif-
ferent person. I don’t think we'’re the
same person all our lives. —Steven Spielberg
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