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Chris Hart’s appearance on “Kohaku Uta Gassen,” NHK’s annual New
Year’s Eve music extravaganza last December, “became one of the most
memorable stages (of his career) ,” he said in a recent interview.
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One of Tokyo’s largest bookstores relaunched its foreign books section
after doubling its capacity and offering what it says is the largest selection
of non-Japanese titles available nationwide.

RREADEEDOEDN. FEFTDHBZY =1 —-7)L. EBEHEEBICED.

BATFCASBABUNDERBDS 1Y TELCTE. &=AZE

12 A OmES X
ASDODZAIAZTHEE

FEISEROF TENEADEN L WGP
TIH, YavEVTE-I FHIYTS
ALXRT LT DHICH DI FEESER
TErlElE. FEEFTDIGZNRICIRU TS5 A
Il TBooks Kinokuniya Tokyos & UL T
YZa2—TIA—=TY, BREDFTEDIGRMEN
FEQ—F—T BEUNCBT IV RE

(AN

RAVEE A5 TR ARAVERE,
PET 12 BMOEEZEBLTVWET,

2011 FOERBEAREXKDODSE, <D
NEANBARZEEN. RIEZHNZHEAD
BEBRLTUE D TIN, ZDEF
KRELHDERY, REFEXADOKLEZ b
BloTWSEDIETT,

AT HZDIE TX-Meny FAveng-
ersy BEDFAUAY - AZ v I T, HE
ICHT 7L FMNCIFBRVREZEBAT

HATEI > T0A I LZHEANZZ L EE,
ozl L, bhoRd <HIHT 2 AFVRDENS,
Y7 HilE] The Japan Times Did#ic,

HAD 15 ZMFUUZA B0V ZHZATELES,

SADEE KEVIILFZA

R=ZYROIIN v TRETHEFBZZR, 2013 FEANSI v /X T A
LR, FANBEAA Y FEa1— BELOTEOHREEEZFNT S,

EUVWHRETHRANEBTI SV UR - /\—~EA,/ YOSHIAKI MIURA

KIFATWED L2 EDBDET, 7V
A - N\—=KSADGE. BARICELH-fc&
WSDIFTIFERL BODSERERS, 4
FTHAZBZZV. HRICP>TETHS
F o REDDARLEVWS AT, NEATF
ELTE BEDRBRMIIEETEZSDTL & Do

J-POP [F1 V5 —xy NaEZBL TR
THELHABNZESICR>TWT, AEAD

HBIENS, PAOAIERUICIDEIC
PoTLBABZENLSTY, FEBATFD
BARBHEL, RALITTRIIETELDS
FTDIZEBOTVWET, FEHDIBNSHF
EIARTHEEBICINTIELWEEZZEAD
ANcE>TH, BEABERDTIFHRWNT
L&DD%

LARIVBIICENRS
ZH1—F—%ZRE

Fe. BICHAAMFIC, "EHE1—F—)
MREINTWET, ZFteld. 111tz
U< OTmOOTIFRL, it nez
BFBEEICRIEUIEMNSTESRETTKEA
DFFEICHNTHE S EVWSEFETITH
BIEE DERZEZTDIEVVDEES AH WD
M UNERBA, COZFHEI—F—TlE %
FUCMWERA LT WEE R LAILBICHBN
ULTWEYS, £eADLANL - H5F0 - L
Ea1—%2FWcAYATHBVWTHIDT,
BRCE A ZTRT T ENTEXT,

FEETTDBITIEEPIDEE/NA =D

T7VHBITVWET, /\—hSADKDIC,
MJ-POP #EW\WTESL., HATEXEEZL
feWweBofey EVWSHEAI 1 —I Vv ohy
nhsbiEnNsMbLhEFEAR.

*SELE

http://www.japantimes.co.jp/
community/2014/05/13/our-lives/message-themes-
woven-songs-j-pops-hart/#.U5wFeZR50qt

T, EMIEPREDHFICK WAREZRL TL
BIGRIFZ I THERL. BT TH55C
EHTRETT,

ARY NMCHEANTWDDEHKE RN
T, RERADOTHEIEPBADIERD
=02 a—@ENHINET, Bao&l
TEHROEHPIF R EHBINTNDDT,
BEADNSRKBANBNLTHITE EEENS
DTIFENTL £ 5D%

ST TLy N THROBFEEMNMEZ TV
T, MEOARZFTOERDE > TWDDTIdR
W EBONDIE T FAld. R—I%sH
< DIEMSFORORICIE, WFDOIRUHF
W25 EBWET, Facebook TZDHL
WEDIHZDZ EZBNULIEEEICH, RER
RENHD £ LTz, TO—E. FTDHEICESE
BATHTEWHIDTL £ 5D%

*SELE
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/05/29/
business/corporate-business/kinokuniya-revamps-
foreign-books-section/#.U50JuJR50qs



News in English

IELTS by Eiken X The JapanTimes The University Times 7

This month’s selections from The Japan Times
~EXREERATHED ~

Blue-eyed Austrian
finds calling at shrine

27-yearold Florian Wiltschko is Japan's first foreign Shinto priest

MAMI MARUKO
STAFF WRITER

Walking through the torii, or gateway, to
the quiet and serene Konnoh Hachiman-
gu Shrine in Tokyo’s Shibuya Ward —
minutes away from the hustle and bustle
of Shibuya’s main “scramble crossing” —
and being welcomed by a blond and blue-
eyed Shinto priest seems almost surreal.

But once Florian Wiltschko starts talk-
ing, it is easy to forget that he is an Austri-
an, and that he started his career at the
shrine two years ago.

“It was a calling,” says Wiltschko, a
“gonnegi,” or priest, in a clear-toned voice.

Wiltschko, 27, is the first foreigner in
Japan to become a Shinto priest.

“Walking this path (of Shintoism) has
not been so easy, but there are many more
days when I feel unparalleled joy in hav-
ing chosen this job, and being able to con-
tinue this job,” he says in fluent Japanese.

Although Wiltschko put a lot of time, en-
ergy and study into becoming a priest, he
says he didn’t intend to become one at first
but the idea came quite naturally to him.

Born and raised in Linz, the third big-
gest town in Austria, Wiltschko had no
connection to Japan at all before paying
his first visit to the country in 2002, at age
15, when he accompanied his father, a ge-
ography teacher, on a sightseeing tour.

During his first visit, he bought a Shinto
altar because he thought it was an inter-
esting object, and installed it in his home
back in Austria.

That altar, he says, was the beginning of
his connection to Shintoism.

“I'would pray every day at the altar, and
that made me feel closer to Shintoism,” he
recalled.

Taking more interest in Japan and read-

ing many books about its history, culture
and literature, he returned to visit several
more times, and gradually became more
intrigued with the world of Shintoism.

After graduating from high school in his
hometown, he served in the army for nine
months, and then came to Japan to serve
an apprenticeship at a shrine in Aichi Pre-
fecture.

He then went back to Austria to study
Japanology at the University of Vienna,
where he read a lot of books on the coun-
try, including “Kojiki” (“Records of An-
cient Matters”), which he read in its origi-
nal form, in Japanese.

He later returned to Japan to study
Shintoism at Kokugakuin University in
Tokyo.

“I chose this route, because I heard this
was the fastest way to take up Shintoism
as a career,” Wiltschko says.

Immediately after graduating, he began
working at Konnoh Hachimangu Shrine,
which is run by the family of a former
classmate of his at Kokugakuin.

He says his parents have always been
supportive, never judging or questioning
his choice to become a Shinto priest.

As their only child, he imagines that his
parents must have been worried that he
lived so far away. But having seen their
son work contentedly as a priest, he says
they are now happy for him.

“I try to visit Austria from time to time,
but whenever I plan something, my par-
ents come to visit me in Japan instead,” he
says, laughing, adding that during his par-
ents’ last visit, they saw the place where he
was living and working at the shrine and
they seemed to be relieved that he had
found such a nice environment, sur-
rounded by kind colleagues.

Shibuya Ward, Tokyo, on May 15.

Wiltschko wakes up at 5:30 a.m. along
with his fellow priests and does chores
around the shrine, such as cleaning the
rooms and the grounds, and preparing
breakfast to offer at the altar. During the
day, he offers different kinds of “matsuri,”
or festivals, at the shrine.

“Humans can live peacefully, because
“hachiman sama” (deity) is always beside
us. One of my biggest roles as a Shinto priest
is to protect this place, so that people who
visit the shrine can feel close to this land’s
deity. We make every effort to keep the
place clean, bright, and refreshing,” he says.

That is why the young priest laments
the fact that some Japanese don’t care to
worship and give a prayer to the guardian
deity when they visit the shrine.

“Some people just stop by at the shrine
to have tobacco or a bento (boxed lunch),
which is very sad,” he says, adding that he
would like the Japanese to regain their
common sense and conscience to protect
and live in harmony with nature, which is
deeply embedded in its culture.

Noting the shrine’s long history — 923
years — he says that it might be “an ideal
environment, where the traditional spirit
of Japan can still be encountered.

Florian Wiltschko stands in front of the entrance to Konnoh Hachimangu Shrine in

MAMI MARUKO

“I feel grateful to be here. I do have an
iPhone, but I can feel and go back to nature
whenever I clean up the place,” he says.

Wiltschko is often asked why he doesn’t
attain Japanese citizenship because of his
devoted attitude toward his career and
fluent Japanese, he says. But he doesn’t
place any importance on nationality, and
thus changing nationality doesn’t mean
anything to him.

Although his colleagues jokingly tell
him “today your eyes are blue as usual,”
he says he normally doesn’t have any con-
sciousness that he’s Austrian, especially in
an environment where “no one talks
about nationality.”

He says he will continue to be a Shinto
priest for the rest of his life.

“Ilook forward to finding out what I can
do with my career in the future. Perhaps I
can nurture or educate the next genera-
tion through my career and activities at
the shrine,” he says.

“I don’t have any grandiose vision, like I
want to change Japanese society or the
shrine or something,” Wiltschko says.
“But I just want to devote myself to my ca-
reer, enjoy the process of developing as a
human being, and see where I end up.”

Narita Express train headed to Mount Fuji

New service aims to help foreign tourists avoid changing lines in Tokyo

ATSUSHI KODERA
STAFF WRITER

The Narita Express railway service will
run all the way to Mount Fuji starting
this summer, offering travelers a poten-
tial way to skip the capital and its con-
gested railway interchanges.

The distinctive red and black N’'ex cars
currently link the Tokyo area to Narita
Airport in Chiba Prefecture. Under the
new plan, East Japan Railway Co. and
Fujikyuko Co. will be able to shuttle pas-
sengers much further, via JR and Fujik-
yuko lines, to Kawaguchiko Station in
Yamanashi Prefecture, the nearest stop

to the mountain.

The train will operate on weekends and
national holidays, when it will make one
return trip per day. The ride will take 3%
hours and will cost about ¥7,000 one way.
It will operate between July 26 and Sept. 28.

It is scheduled to depart Narita Airport
Station at 9:15 a.m. and arrive at Kawa-
guchiko at 12:43 p.m. The return ride to
Narita Airport Station departs Kawagu-
chiko Station at 2:13 p.m.

The number of foreign tourists visiting
Mount Fuji has been rising since UNES-
CO designated the 3,776-meter volcano,
which straddles Yamanashi and Shizuo-

ka prefectures, a World Heritage site in
June 2013. The number of foreign visi-
tors to Yamanashi Prefecture rose by
more than a third to 483,000 last year
from the year before. The results of a
prefectural government survey suggest
that about half of those visitors were at-
tracted by Mount Fuji’s designation as a
World Heritage site.

While there are bus services that oper-
ate between central Tokyo and Kawagu-
chiko, JR East says travelers going from
Narita Airport Station to Kawaguchiko
Station by train currently need to take
the Narita Express to JR Shinjuku Station
and make a connection onto the JR
Chuo Line, often with hefty luggage in
tow. They then take a train to Otsuki Sta-
tion and change to the Fujikyuko Line to
Kawaguchiko.

The new service will provide easy ac-
cess to must-see sites, said Hiroko Arai, a
spokeswoman for Fujikyuko Co.

“Kawaguchiko Station is the nearest
train station to Mount Fuji, and from
there you can take various buses to sites
such as Lake Kawaguchi, Lake Saiko,
gondola lifts, lake cruise-boat quays, and
Sengen Shrine, which forms part of the
World Heritage designation,” she said. “I
recommend visiting any of the five lakes.”

Arai said Tokyo residents can benefit
from the new train service as well, since
it includes stops at JR Tokyo, Shibuya,
Shinjuku, Tachikawa and Hachioji sta-
tions.

The service requires reservations.
Tickets go on sale a month beforehand
and are available from booking offices
and from JR East’s Ekinet website.
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