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The consumption tax hike will in principle affect all domestic purchases
of goods or services, but there are still gray areas where consumers may

get surprised by unexpected levies.
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Foreign tourists in Japan will have a less confusing time trying to identify
roads and landmarks thanks to the introduction of standardized English
words and eradication of “Romanized” Japanese words on public signs.
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Shibuya Station to

be rebuilt

KAZUAKI NAGATA
STAFF WRITER

East Japan Railway Co. said it will start
laying the groundwork April 15 for
wholesale renovations of Shibuya Sta-
tion in Tokyo that will take more than a
decade to complete.

In the end, there will be a new 46-story
building with offices and shopping
malls, a single platform for Yamanote
Line trains heading in opposite direc-
tions and easier access to the Saikyo
Line, according to JR East.

Four different railway operators use
Shibuya Station, one of the busiest sta-
tions in the nation’s capital. But “the
structure of the station is complex and
aging, so it is not really easy to figure out
where to go when people transfer,” said
Yoichi Suzuki, a JR East spokesman.

Now 350 meters away, after renova-
tions the Saikyo Line platform will be
next to a single Yamanote Line platform,
vastly shortening transfer times.

Passengers now have to be careful to
choose which of the two Yamanote Line
platforms they need, depending on
where they're going. One heads for Shin-
juku, the other for Shinagawa. Eventual-
ly both trains will leave from the same
platform.

But it's anybody’s guess when this will
happen. JR East says it doesn’t yet know
how long the renovations will take to
complete.

Not all changes will be on the inside.
Three new buildings are planned out-
side the station.

A 46-story building will grace the east
side by 2020. On the west side, there will
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Shibuya Station is seen in an image showing how it will look after renovations are done

and three new buildings are built.

be a 13-story building by 2027 and a 10-
story building between them.

For now JR East said it’s preparing for
the work by securing construction space

JREAST

and repairing the entrance to the Saikyo
Line.

The carrier said it aims to begin full-
scale construction in fiscal 2015.

Standardized English for road
signs to help foreign tourists

ATSUSHI KODERA
STAFF WRITER

Foreign tourists in Japan will have a
less confusing time trying to identify
roads and landmarks thanks to the intro-

duction of standardized English words
and eradication of “Romanized” Japa-
nese words on public signs, transport
ministry officials said.

Revised transport ministry guidelines
that took effect Tuesday require that
signs showing the name of a street, ave-
nue or boulevard use those words or
their abbreviations, instead of relying
only on the word “dori,” the catch-all
Japanese equivalent.

In the case of an established road
name, such as Tokyo’s Aoyama-dori, the

new guidelines allow use of the tradition-
al Japanese name but requires that “Ave.”
be added to make it “Aoyama-dori Ave.”

A notable exception will be road signs
pointing to hot springs, which are now
required to use the word “Onsen” in-
stead of variously being called hot spring
or spa, as is currently the case. This is be-
cause the word onsen is internationally
known, according to Ryo Takata, an offi-
cial in the Road Bureau of the Land, In-
frastructure, Transport and Tourism
Ministry.

The new guidelines were introduced
as part of the government’s drive to at-
tract foreign tourists, Takata said. The
ministry is considering ways to make use
of multiple languages in museums,

parks, tourist sites, roads and public
transportation, a subject discussed by an
advisory panel of experts commissioned
by the ministry. The latest revision re-
flects the outcome of this discussion.

In addition to the panel’s advice, the
revisions reflect the results of a ministry
survey of foreign tourists, in which many
respondents expressed difficulty in in-
terpreting road signs and reading maps
due to the use of inconsistent translated
words, according to Masaki Kojima, an-
other Road Bureau official.

Standardized translations for street
signs, which include words like “sta-

” o«

tion,” “airport,” “city hall,” “hospital”
and “river,” will be implemented by the
transport ministry, which is responsible
for national roads, as well as prefectural
and municipal governments.

Updating road signs could take de-
cades depending on the area because
implementation of the new standards

can wait until signs are scheduled for re-

placement. Even so, the ministry is en-
couraging early usage.

In fact, roads in 48 areas that are pop-
ular with foreign tourists, including
Osaka, Kobe, Kyoto and Beppu, a noted
hot springs resort in Oita Prefecture,
have already implemented them, ac-
cording to Kojima.

“We are hoping that local govern-
ments motivated to promote tourism
will act early,” he said.

The new guidelines are only a first step
toward setting a standard for both road
signs and maps, Kojima said.

“That’s the most important point, but
this time the target was road signs only,”
he said. “In the future, we'll have to
think of strategies to reflect these chang-
es on guide maps and websites.”

Other mandatory English words for
road signs include port, parking, tunnel,
bridge, castle, museum of art, prefectur-
al office, town office, post office, hospital
and mountain.

With oath, university moves
to end students’ alcohol woes

TOMOHIRO OSAKI
STAFF WRITER

Otaru University of Commerce in

Hokkaido is planning to have all of its
students sign a written oath foreswear-
ing any engagement in hazardous drink-
ing activities following several alcohol-
related tragedies, including one death.
The move was prompted by a high-
profile 2012 incident in which nine
members of its American football team,

including seven minors, were hospital-
ized for acute alcohol poisoning after a
barbecue organized by the team. One of
them, a 19-year-old male student, later
died.

In a separate incident, a 19-year-old
archer was hospitalized in May last year
after a bout of excessive drinking.

“We can only hope the move will help
prevent such tragic events in the future,”
said Osamu Kurashige, chief of the uni-

versity’s academic affairs division.

Although the details are pending,
Kurashige said the university is consid-
ering making its 2,300 students, includ-
ing freshmen, submit written pledges to
refrain from binge drinking or forcing it
upon anyone else.

The unusual initiative was suggested
by an independent panel set up after the
2012 tragedy, Kurashige said.

He said the university also hopes the
written statements will pressure stu-
dents to follow through on their promis-
es, noting that they will probably start
signing them by the end of this fiscal
year.

While this move alone will not be

enough to stamp out alcohol-related fa-
talities across Japan, it is a sign “the
school has become finally serious” in its
battle against binge drinking, said Akiko
Baba, a member of Japan Specified Non-
profit Corporation to Prevent Alcohol
and Drug Problems, a Tokyo-based citi-
zens group.

In a poll conducted by the group last
year, in which it asked 748 universities
across the country whether they are
doing anything to discourage students
from drinking alcohol in the presence of
younger students, 94 schools, or 29.3
percent of the 321 universities that re-
sponded, replied that they ban drinking
with minors.
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