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city of Nagoya

(Publicity)

Trendy places and

MICHIRU MEKATA
SPECIAL TO THE JAPAN TIMES

Nagoya, often called the “belly button of
Japan” because of its location at the center
of the archipelago, is becoming the center
of attention as a hot spot for visitors with
its array of trendy places and must-see
attractions.

RoboCup 2017 Nagoya

Among the many events hosted by the
city this year, the Robot Soccer World
Cup — RoboCup 2017 Nagoya — taking
place in July is making headlines. Return-
ing to the city after an absence of 20 years,
itis expected to bring together around
3,000 participants from approximately
40 countries. This year’s event promises
to be particularly exciting as Al (artificial
intelligence)-incorporated robots will
take on human beings in various activities,
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including such sports as soccer. “Our ulti-
mate goal is to have the humanoid robot
team defeat the World Cup champion
team by the year 2050,” states the event’s
main organizer.

Seeking to expand the development of
robotics and Al a great deal of work is being
done in this area together with studies in
various basic technological fields. To this
end, Nagoya welcomes RoboCup 2017 as an
ideal international event to boost the image
of the city as the manufacturing hub and

technological center of Japan and the world.

Running concurrently with RoboCup
2017 is the local RoboCup Junior Tourna-
ment. Jointly organized by the Nagoya
Invention Club for Schoolchildren and the
Nagoya City Science Museum, this tourna-
ment seeks to serve as an excellent oppor-
tunity for the next generation to discover
the joys of learning science, as well as vari-

ous technologies and manufacturing skills.
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Contact’s details: Housing & City
Planning Bureau, City Development
Department, Nagoya Port
Development Promotion Division

Tel: 052-972-2777

Nagoya Castle

Conveniently located

Kanayama

Port Messe
Nagoya

Redevelopment of Kinjo Pier
Located inside Nagoya Port, Kinjo Pier is
bustling with activity, with the opening
in March of the Maker’s Pier shopping
mall and the arrival in April of a world-
famous LEGOLAND theme park. Home
to the popular SCMAGLEV and Railway
Park, which has an impressive display
of rolling stock, including a shinkansen
bullet train and a superconductor lin-
ear (maglev) train, the Kinjo Pier area
continues to grow as a new exchange
quarter, where development plans have
been jointly carried out through the
combined efforts of the public and pri-
vate sectors.

The Port of Nagoya was opened in
1907 as a gateway to the world for manu-
facturing industries operating in Nagoya,
as well as an important contributor to
the economy and livelihoods of central
Japan.
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Today, the port has grown to have con-
nections with about 170 countries and
regions worldwide. It also has evolved
into a comprehensive international port
boasting a 2015 domestic record for the
amount of handled cargo, trade surplus
and automobile export volume.

Always mindful of the vital role it
plays in the local community, and of the
need to continue growing and diversify-
ing, the port organizes such events as the
Port Festival at its Garden Pier, where the
Port of Nagoya Public Aquarium and the
green park area are located, as well as
being a port of call for numerous passen-
ger liners and sailing ships.

Development of Kinjo Pier, mean-
while, not only expands the port’s logis-
tic capabilities, but also allows the pier
itself to evolve into an attractive and
exciting venue that promotes exchanges
on various levels. So it was the perfect

LEGOLAND Japan opened on Nagoya’s Kinjo Pier in April. LEGOLAND® JAPAN

LEGOLAND" JAPAN 1DAY PASS & Breakfast

Only available at LEGOLAND"® Japan Official Partner Hotels

¥38,401~ (1 room for 2 adults, including breakfast and twin room, excluding tax and service charge)

location for LEGOLAND, which opened
there in April. Dedicated to offering a
theme park experience to families with
children between 2 and 12 years of age,
LEGOLAND has interactive rides, shows
and attractions that correspond to the

LEGO toy brand concept and philosophy.

LEGO decided to open its theme park
on Kinjo Pier because it thought it was
a “perfect location, having enough land
space and infrastructure, as well as a
13 million-person Nagoya City market
within two hours. It was our 25-year
dream come true,” said Torben Jensen,
CEO of LEGOLAND Japan.

It’s just a 24-minute ride from Nagoya
Station to Kinjo Pier Station on the Aon-
ami Line and LEGOLAND passenger cars
have been introduced to the line so that
visitors can begin enjoying the LEGO
experience even before they arrive at the
park.

activities fuel increase in visitors
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Far left: Nagoya is recently attracting attention as a hot spot and place to be amongincreasing
numbers of visitors for its many trendy places and activities. Left, above: The Robot Soccer World
Cup will take place at RoboCup 2017 Nagoya in July. NAGOYA CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU,

CITY OF NAGOYA

Congress

Gentter Atsuta
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Chubu Centrair
International Airport,
Nagoya

Port of Nagoya
Public Aquarium

LEGOLAND® Japan

Convenient location for Nagoya Station /
Chubu Centrair International Airport, Nagoya/Nagoya Congress Center

Located at the South Entrance of Kanayama Station with access to subways, the JR and Meitetsu train lines.
The perfect location for both business and sightseeing. All guest rooms are on the 16th to 27th floors.
Enjoy a fantastic view of Nagoya.

Room Reservation: 0120-455-65
ANACROWNEPLAZA.COM

ANA CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL GRAND COURT NAGOYA
1-1-1 Kanayama-cho, Naka-ku, Nagoya 460-0023, Japan Tel. +81-52-683-4111 www.anacrowneplaza-nagoya.jp

LONDON NEW YORK  PARIS SHANGHAI SYDNEY
PART OF OVER 400 CROWNE PLAZA HOTELS WORLDWIDE

©2017 The LEGO Group.

We serve more than 100 kinds of food, including Nagoya food like Ogura toast and kishimen (flat noodles) in
addition to a variety of freshly baked bread for breakfast.
Also, a buffet dinner with more than 40 dishes, including various spring food is available through the end of May.

3% 1 DAY PASS included for each adult (age 13+).
3% Children (ages 3 - 12) not included in this plan. (Park tickets must be bought separately).

HILTON NAGOYA

3-3, Sakae 1-chome, Naka-ku, Nagoya, Japan 460-0008 TEL: 81-52-212-1101 FAX: 81-52-212-1225 http://www.hiltonnagoya.com/
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city of Nagoya

City is home to many cultural
and entertainment attractions

Nagoya City Museum basis. Special exhibits on the untold history ~ Loved by local people for the last 80 years,
Nagoya City Museum is one of Japan’s of Owari are held five to six times a year, the role and mission of the facility has
leading museums. Opened in 1977, it together with related lectures and work- changed over the years. Today, it offers a
has a collection of approximately 23,000 shops. There are also displays of drawings, different perspective, such as a visit to its
materials and 240,000 items related to sculptures and calligraphy by local resi- historic greenhouse, which has been des-
the history of Nagoya-Owari. dents. Together with its well-kept Japanese ~ ignated as an Important Cultural Property,
On the second floor is the permanent garden, this museum is an ideal setting for as well as being a place to appreciate the
display on the “History of Owari.” Using those who want to exercise their intellec- wonders of nature and wildlife in a more
roughly 1,000 materials, the entire space tual curiosity. natural setting.
is dedicated to following the history of In line with such a concept, it opened the
this area from the Old Stone Age up until Higashiyama Zoo “Zoseum,” one of Japan’s largest Asian ele-
today. The first-floor special exhibition Higashiyama Zoo and Botanical Gardens phantareas, in 2013, as well as the “African
space highlights quality cultural assets has been bringing humans closer to the Forest Area,” where visitors can observe
from Japan and abroad on a limited-term wonders of the natural world since 1937. gorillas and chimpanzees in the “wild.”
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Lectures and workshops are offered throughout the year at the Nagoya City Museum, which has a collection of items related to the history of
Nagoya-Owari. CITY OF NAGOYA

istory and tradition

\l H'! Situated in the heart of

. Nagoya in Fushimi, the
Nagoya Kanko Hotel was
founded in 1936. The hotel is
easily accessible by bullet
train from across Japan as
well as from Central Japan
International Airport.

On the Comfort floors,
wood accents offer a relaxing
atmosphere and cozy beds
help guests get sound sleep.
The tranquil atmosphere
provides a peaceful,
high-quality stay.

19-30, Nishiki 1-chome, Naka-ku, Nagoya 460-8608, Japan

CWQ M %/ Tel: 052-231-7711  Fax: 052-231-7719
W http://www.nagoyakankohotel.co.jp/

WELCOME
STAY WELL

Overlooking the prestigious Nagoya Castle,

The Westin Nagoya Castle invites you to

renew your senses with the picture-perfect view
of the beautiful castle in harmony

with the scene of calming nature

through all four seasons.

THE WESTIN NAGOYA CASTLE

3-19 Hinokuchi-cho, Nishi-ku, Nagoya, Aichi
451-8551, Japan
TEL +81.52.521.2121

www.castle.co.jp/wnc/
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